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Week of March 15, 2020 
 
Exodus 17:1-7 (NRSV) 
 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 
for the people to drink. 
 2 The people quarreled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said to 
them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?" 
 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and 
said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?" 
 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me." 
 5 The LORD said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of 
Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 
will come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses did so, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. 
 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?" 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. In verse 1, “Sin” is a place name.  The “wilderness of Sin” is the wilderness area 
outside a town near the Egyptian border named “Sin”, which has nothing to do with the 
English word “sin.” 
 
2. Prior to this incident, the people had already received miracles from God in terms 
of turning a body of undrinkable water pure, and receiving manna from heaven.
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What are your pet peeves?  What's your best story of complaining? 

B. What is the most sentimental item you own?  What does it mean to you? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think the people chose to quarrel with Moses rather than rely on 
God?  

2. What do you think the Israelites are saying in verse 3 when they ask if they had 
been brought out to die? 

3. In verse 4, do you believe that Moses is truly afraid for his safety?  Is Moses 
exhibiting the faith you would expect of him? 

4. Moses names the place “quarrel” and “test” – indicating that this is what they 
should remember of this incident.  What do you think the core lesson of the story is? 

5. Do you have “named places” in your life – specific remembrances that you use 
as “markers” of faith – times where God played a significant role in shaping your life? 

6. Do you think the general public thinks of Christians as hopeful people or not? 

7. Discuss a time when the attitude of someone around you had a profound impact 
on you (positively or negatively)? 

8. How confident are you that God will deliver for you in your life?  What does it take 
to shake your confidence in God?  

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about areas of your lives where you need to 
focus more on solutions than problems. 


