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Week of March 8, 2020 
 
John 3:1-17 (NRSV) 
 
NRS John 3:1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 
 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God." 
 3 Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above." 
 4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 
 5 Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. 
 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 
 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 
 9 Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?" 
 10 Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 
 11 "Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 
 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you about heavenly things? 
 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. 
 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 
 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. When have you completely misunderstood what someone was saying, or a street 
sign, or something like that?  

B. How do you think people communicate differently? Do women and men 
communicate differently? How about Americans versus other cultures? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Nicodemus came to Jesus at night? What do you think 
Nicodemus was interested in finding out? 

2. In verse 10, when Jesus says “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things?” to Nicodemus, what attitude do you think Jesus has toward 
Nicodemus? Contempt? Frustration? 

3. In verse 3 and 7, the word translated as “from above” has traditionally been 
translated as “again.” Which makes more sense to you: “born from above” or “born 
again”? Do you feel reborn as a Christian? 

4. What is the biggest problem you have in communicating Christian faith to non-
Christians whom you know? How is the church-at-large making this easier or harder for 
you? How about mass media – does it help or hurt, and how? 

5. When have you felt as though you’ve seen a glimpse of the Kingdom of God? 

6. How is your perspective on Christian faith different from what it was 10 years ago 
or 25 years ago? 

7. How is your perspective on your life – your goals, possibilities, etc. – different 
from what it was 10 or 25 years ago? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about areas of your lives where you need a 
fresh perspective 


