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Week of March 1, 2020 
 
Matthew 4:1-11 (NRSV) 
 
NRS Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 
 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 
 3 The tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones 
to become loaves of bread." 
 4 But he answered, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.'" 
 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
 6 saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 'He will 
command his angels concerning you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that 
you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 
 7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 
 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendor; 
 9 and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me." 
 10 Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 'Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve only him.'" 
 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What isn’t good for you but you find it hard to resist?   

B. When you're trying to focus on completing a task, what distractions are you most 
vulnerable to? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Do you take the “40 days and 40 nights” of fasting as being literal (and thus to 
some extent supernatural) or as literary license?  How do you imagine the fast 
happening? 

2. Which of these three temptations would you be more likely to succumb to? 

3. Do you believe that God deliberately sends tests upon the people? 

4. Satan leaves after Jesus says “Away with you” in verse 10.  Why wouldn’t Jesus 
have said that earlier? 

5. Everything Jesus is offered (to be fed, overcome the threat of death, have 
authority over all the kingdoms of the world) comes to be – is not about what Jesus is to 
receive, but how he is to get it.  To what extent do you believe “the end justifies the 
means”?  Have you ever faced a difficult decision about the end versus the means? 

6. How patient are you in terms of waiting for God to respond to your needs? 

7. What temptations are most likely to distract you from accomplishing what you 
intend to do? How can you combat them? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about being more focused on the things that 
are most important 


