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Week of February 23, 2020 
 
Matthew 5:38-48 
 
 38 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 
 39 But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn the other also; 
 40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 
 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 
 42 Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow 
from you. 
 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' 
 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 
 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? 
 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What’s the most outrageous favor you were ever asked for?  What’s the most 
outrageous favor that you’ve done for someone else – or was done for you? 

B. Can you name the ten amendments that comprise the Bill of Rights? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. What is your gut feeling on this: is “eye for an eye” basically a reasonable or 
unreasonable way to approach life?  

2. When have you gone the extra mile for someone who truly did not deserve it?   

3. Do you think that Jesus intended verse 42 to be taken literally?  Do you believe 
that the apostles did so in the early church?  

4. Do you believe that it is right that the sun shines on the good and the evil, and 
the rain falls on the righteous and the unrighteous?  What are the pros and cons of 
believing that righteousness and sin would be rewarded/punished in this life? 

5. What does “love your enemies” mean to you?   

6. Is there someone in your life now whom you consider to be an enemy?  What 
could you do to love that person? 

7. In verse 48, the word “perfect” has a connotation in Greek of “completeness.”  In 
what aspect of following Jesus are you most “complete”?  Least “complete”? 

8. Have you ever been so "extra" for someone that others asked you why you did 
it? What could you do to be "extra" for people in such a way that it was a credit to your 
faith in Jesus? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about going the extra mile and becoming more 
complete in following Jesus. 


