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Matthew 5:1-12 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5 "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 11 "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 
 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. When do you consider yourself an outsider?  An insider? 

B. Growing up, did you see yourself as the one who got shortchanged a lot, or the 
one who got more than your fair share? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Jesus went up the mountain when he saw the crowds? Why 
does he deliver this teaching in the smaller setting of his disciples? 

2. What does the word “blessed” mean to you?  How would these alternatives 
change your understanding of the passage: “Happy.” “Fortunate.” “Honored.” “Favored.” 

3. Do any of the Beatitudes surprise you?  Do any particularly comfort you?   

4. Do you equate “blessing” with receiving an outcome you desire? 

5. When do you feel blessed?  When do you need to feel blessed?  What is the 
difference – and how would Jesus respond to the difference? 

6. In verse 12, how do you think one's "reward" can be "great in heaven"? 

7. What do you think the central mission of the church should be? How does that fit 
with this passage? What do you think the central mission of your life should be? How 
does that fit with this passage? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about having core values that align with the 
teachings of Jesus 


