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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE GATHERING
The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. Ordinarily applause is held until the
conclusion of the Postlude. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, we invite you to
wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a community that prays
with and for one another, we invite you to share your joys and concerns by using
the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those parts of the Service of Worship
in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.

Please stand as you are able.

PRELUDE
* HYMN

Wake Awake, for Night is Flying

J. S. Bach

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending

Helmsley

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

Advent Responsory

Brooks

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the
whole earth. Go ye out to meet him and say: Tell us, art thou he that should come
to reign over thy people Israel? High and low, rich and poor, One with another, go
ye out to meet him and say: Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest
Joseph like a sheep. Tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O
Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God, in the life and teaching of Jesus you showed us that the
whole human family is one people. We confess that we are part of a
culture concerned with distinctions between people. Forgive our sins
which are many and diverse; correct the distorted view we have of
ourselves and the world. Lead us from discouragement to hope, and
restore within us a passion to seek your will and do it. We ask it in
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and our Savior.
PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:
in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks
through despair, life breaks through death.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
The Eloy Family (Jean Anderson, Jennifer, Sebastian and Savannah)
* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)

Rejoice, rejoice. Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.
* EXCHANGE OF PEACE
Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened
his heart to us, and God will be glorified.

People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”
Response - “And also with you.”)
+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. +

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST LESSON
* HYMN 1

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

SECOND LESSON

Luke 21:25-36

SERMON

“Confidence”

Stuttgard

Rev. Richard S. Hong

* NICENE CREED
We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men,
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the
Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick
and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY

O Thou, the Central Orb

Charles Wood

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love, Pure beam of the Most High,
Eternal light of this our bleak world,
where thy radiance bright awakes new joy in faith, Hope soars above.
Come, quickly come, and let Thy radiant glory shine
Gilding our darksome heav'n with rays divine.
Thy Saints with holy lustre round Thee move as stars about Thy throne,
Set in the height of God's ordaining counsel,
as Thy sight gives measured grace to each Thy pow'r to prove.
Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of our sin,
Our nature all shall then feel eternal day in fellowship with Thee
transforming day to souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.

* THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
THE INVITATION
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Pastor:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor:

Eternal and ever-living God...
. . . who forever sing to the glory of your name.

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)
Pastor:

Holy God, in Your mercy . . .
. . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Weaver

People:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Pastor:

We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this
Holy Sacrament. ... And now, with the confidence of
the children of God, let us pray:

People:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open
the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.
—Revelation 3:20
All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to
participate in this celebration.
BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal
commitment to God through Jesus Christ. As an act
of hospitality to all, the bread we serve is gluten-free.
CUP:

Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our
celebration of the sacrament.

COMMUNION

E’en So Lord Jesus

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God,
who was and is and is to come, sing holy, holy, Lord!
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,
rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon!
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Paul Manz

THE SENDING OUT
* HYMN 9

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Veni Emmanuel

* BENEDICTION
CHORAL AMEN
POSTLUDE

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying

Diemer

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.)
*

*

*

*

*

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NRSV)
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is
our righteousness.’
Luke 21:25-36 (NRSV)
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the
waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then
they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’
29
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees;
30
as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.
33
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day
does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that
will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’
*

*

*

*

*

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP
Today’s Communion Servers are:
Richard Bennett
Muriel Brantley

Moon Han

Arlene Mattis

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Phil Tamis. Phil was born and raised in
Lynn, Massachusetts. He joined FPC in October 2010 and that’s when a
new life began.

The Elders: Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee, Akira Fujitsuka,
Moon Han, Paul Kang, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Robert Ryder, Caridad Schweizer,
Hung-En Sung, Candida Urena.
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session.
The Deacons: Muriel Brantley, Cielo Camacho, Sheila Chen, John Fraser, Miguelina Happle, J.B. Holderness,
Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Kate Matsuda, Arlene Mattis, Jean Rohloff, Lois Strauss, Philip Tamis.
Co-Moderators: Sheila Chen & Rosetta Forshee Staff: Reverend Richard Hong

ANNOUNCEMENTS
COFFEE & CONVERSATION is in the Chapel at 10 am and 12 noon.
Come, enjoy some refreshments and meet friends.
WOMEN'S CONNECT GROUP invites you to join a discussion led
by Pastor Rich on the "Christmas stories in the Bible and what they
actually say". Please join us in the East Room on Wednesday, 12/5 at
7 pm. Happy Holidays!
Our CAROLS AND COOKIES event is THIS Friday, December 7
at 6 pm. Join your FPC family for dinner, create ornaments, sing some
favorites, decorate cookies to bring home, participate in our homemade
cookie exchange (bring the recipe!), and help decorate the East Room
Christmas tree.
MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST: Join us 3rd Sundays of
every month! 10 am in the Youth lounge!

Online Giving: Pushpay
Are you interested in giving to FPC through your smartphone? Just text ‘fpce’ to 77977
and you’ll receive a link that lets you get set up right away.

Get the FPC App
Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online! Parents
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your
app store.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631
(201) 568-7373 www.englewoodpres.org
* * * * * * * *
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES
DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE
ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN
* * * * * * * *

