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Week of December 29, 2019 
 
Matthew 2:13-23 
 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
"Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 
 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
 16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 
 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 18 "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
 19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, 
 20 "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were seeking the child's life are dead." 
 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
district of Galilee. 
 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. In verse 18, the image of Rachel weeping (ref: Jeremiah 31:15) is set in 
Jeremiah as the Israelites are led off to captivity.  In Jeremiah, these words of despair 
are followed by words of hope (Jer. 31:16) as there is the promise of their return.  It is 
unclear whether Matthew intends the reader to recall the hope or simply hear the echo 
of Rachel’s lament. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. When have you felt that you were the answer to someone else's prayer? 

B. If you were in danger, where would you run to?  To whom would you turn? 
(Speaking in human terms, aside from God.) 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Joseph so easily obeys the command to flee?  

2. Should God have also warned the families of the innocent babies who were killed 
by Herod’s troops? 

3. A great deal is made in this passage about the fulfillment of various prophecies 
about the Messiah.  How important are the Old Testament prophecies to you in giving 
Jesus credibility as the Messiah? 

4. Egypt was the land from which the Israelites were liberated.  How do you think 
Joseph felt about returning to Egypt? 

5. What does “Egypt” mean to you in terms of the Biblical narratives.  Does this 
story change your image of Egypt? 

6. How do you think Joseph felt about being continually led from one place to 
another? 

7. What do you think God has planned for areas of your life that you can impact? 
How might you be playing a role in those plans? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about any possibilities that God may have as 
a plan for your life where you aren't the focus of the plan. 


