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Week of December 22, 2019 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 
 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for 
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins." 
 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," 
which means, "God is with us." 
 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, 
 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
 
 
 
Background Note: 
 
In the late 1800s, the modern fundamentalist movement began, started by conservative 
Presbyterians.  It later spread to the Baptists.  In 1910, “The Fundamentals” was 
published, having been financed by Lyman Stewart (co-founder of Union Oil).  “The 
Fundamentals” expounded upon five beliefs that came to be known as the “five 
fundamentals” – the definition of Christian fundamentalism.  These are: 
 

 The inerrancy of Scripture (although “inerrancy” is actually flexible in meaning) 
 The virgin birth 
 Jesus’ death as atonement for sin 
 The bodily resurrection of Jesus 
 Literal belief in the miracles of the Bible
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Talk about a time you missed out on a promotion, or didn't get the lead role in the 
school play – that kind of situation.  How did you feel?  How did you react? 

B. Are you more comfortable as the "star" or being a background player?  How 
important is recognition to you? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Matthew’s gospel makes frequent use of dreams to convey messages to people 
from God.  Does this method of communication seem reasonable or far-fetched? 

2. In verse 19 Joseph is called "righteous"; what do you associate with the word 
“righteous”? 

3. Referring to the background note on the Scripture page, do you believe that 
affirming the virgin birth is necessary to Christian belief?  

4. How do you imagine that Joseph found out about Mary’s pregnancy?  Do you 
presume that Mary told him?  Why do you think Matthew describes the discovery with 
such passive language (she “was found to be with child”)?   

5. How long do you imagine Joseph pondered his options before deciding to 
“dismiss her quietly”? 

6. Has God ever called you to something you really didn't want to do?  What 
happened? 

7. Excluding extremes such as sacrificing your life or giving away everything you 
own, what could God call you to do that would be hardest for you to accept? 

8. Is there something you wanted to do that you now feel God didn't call you to 
achieve? How have you dealt with that? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about willingness to answer the call of God. 


