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Week of December 15, 2019 
 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
 2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
 3 and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" 
 4 Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 
 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
 8 What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way before you.' 
 11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Are you an optimist or a pessimist?  Give examples. 

B. Think about some Christmas gifts you have received.  Which ones turned out to 
be the most surprising – either because you hated it at first and grew to love it, or vice 
versa?  

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 2, what do you think John heard that Jesus “was doing” that caused him 
to send his disciples to Jesus with his question?  

2a. In Greek, there are two words for “another”: allos, which means “another of the 
same kind” and heteros, which means “another of a different kind.” In verse 3, the word 
John uses is heteros. In what way do you think John was wondering if there would be 
"another" of a different kind? 

2b. As you imagine the second coming of Christ, do you imagine that he will seem to 
be more like Jesus as we experienced him the first time, or do you think he will behave 
very differently? 

3. In verses 7-11, why do you think Jesus felt the need to speak to the people about 
John at that time? 

4. What is the difference between “doubt” and “unbelief”? 

5. When have you doubted God’s plan for your life? 

6. What causes your faith to strengthen? 

7. What are the signs you see of God’s activity in the world? What are the signs you 
see that God is working a plan in your life? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about seeing God's activity in the world and in 
your life. 


