
 

 First Presbyterian Church Connect Group 
 of Englewood   

www.englewoodpres.org 
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Matthew 3:1-12 
 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 
 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'" 
 4 Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 
 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, 
 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 
 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. How are you most like your parents? How are you most different? 

B. How worried are you about how others perceive you? If you just met someone for 
the first time, and you could overhear what they said about you afterwards, what would 
you regard as the highest compliment or the worst insult? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. How would you have reacted to John the Baptist? Would you be more inclined to 
listen had he been more “appropriate” to society?  

2. Be honest: how/when/why do you pre-judge people by appearances? 

3. He calls the Pharisees and Sadducees a “brood of vipers.”  "Brood" means 
"offspring", not "group".  Why do you think he addressed them as the "offspring" of 
vipers rather than just calling them vipers?  

4. What do you think he means in verse 9 when he says: “Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'.” What presumptions do you make 
about your relationship with God? 

5. What does repentance mean to you? Is it a one-time event? A process? What 
would "fruit worthy of repentance" look like? 

6. How are you the "offspring" of your family in terms of your faith?  How is your 
faith today similar to or different from your faith as a child?  What do you believe (or not 
believe) today that you believed (or did not believe) as a child? 

7. What are presumptions that you have held about yourself, your faith, or our 
society that need to be re-examined? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about presumptions we need to rethink or let 
go of. 


