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Luke 23:33-43 
 
 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
 34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." 
And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" 
 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
 37 and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 
 38 There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 
 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation? 
 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for 
our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." 
 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
 43 He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What is the earliest fight/conflict you remember? What happened? Did it have 
any lasting impact on you? 

B. What is something you used to love but just aren't interested in anymore? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. List the people who mock Jesus. In verse 34, who are the "them" that Jesus asks 
God to forgive? How broadly could you understand "them" to be? 

2. In verse 39, how is the criminal's statement to Jesus a part of "deriding" him? 

3. There is considerable conjecture about who the criminals were. Because 
crucifixion was often reserved for political criminals (rebels), it is thought by many that 
they were being crucified for revolutionary crimes. Would the nature of their crimes 
affect your understanding of the story? If so, how? 

4. Think about what you believe is necessary in order for someone to be saved. 
How does the criminal who is forgiven fit your belief about how salvation is attained? 

5. Many Jewish people of the time thought that the role of the Messiah would be to 
lead them in successful revolution against the Roman Empire. Jesus never directly 
challenged Rome. Do you think he should have? 

6. It has been said that "we become what we hate". How does this relate to how 
Jesus dealt with his enemies? 

7. What "vicious circles" have you been drawn into in your life? How might you 
disengage from destructive cycles? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about how we might disengage from conflicts 
or destructive systems and live by different rules 
 


