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Week of November 10, 2019 
 
Luke 20:27-38 
 
 27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 
 28 and asked him a question, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, 
leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for 
his brother. 
 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 
 30 then the second 
 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 
 32 Finally the woman also died. 
 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had 
married her." 
 34 Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 
 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection 
from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 
 36 Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of 
God, being children of the resurrection. 
 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the 
bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. 
 38 Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive." 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. The Sadducees were a sect of Judaism that believed only the Torah, did not 
accept the books of the prophets (such as Isaiah and Jeremiah) as legitimate scripture, 
and did not believe in the afterlife.  Their question was asked for the purpose of 
ridiculing Jesus’ proclamation of an age to come. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Name an instance where something you had believed for a long time turned out 
not to be true.  How did you feel? 

B. Think about something you are actually unfamiliar with – it could be another 
country, technology (such as social media), other religions, other cuisines – and discuss 
the presumptions you have about it.  

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think the Sadducees picked this particular hypothetical to ridicule the 
concept of eternal life?  

2. What do you believe heaven is like? 

3a. In Biblical scholarship there is a concept called “social location.”  This is the idea 
that your circumstances – being a male or female, old or young, rich or poor, of the 
dominant culture or not, gay or straight, married or single, etc. – that all these things are 
your “social location” and affect how you read the Bible.  Talk about your social location 
and how you think it affects your understanding of the Christian faith. 

3b. How would you describe the “social location” of Jesus’ followers?  The Apostle 
Paul and/or his converts?  What do you see as commonalities and differences between 
yourselves, Jesus’ disciples, and Paul (or Paul’s audience)? 

4. What is your conception of marriage in heaven?  Does this passage affect your 
understanding of it? 

5. Do you think that in the afterlife you will remember what you did in this life 
forever?  Do you believe that regrets stay with you in the afterlife?  

6. How does knowing you will live forever change the way you think about your 
choices today?  What legacy are you concerned about leaving behind? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about possibilities for the future. 


