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Week of November 3, 2019 
 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
NRS Luke 19:1 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 
 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 
 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was short in stature. 
 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to 
pass that way. 
 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down; for I must stay at your house today." 
 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 
 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is 
a sinner." 
 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will 
give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times 
as much." 
 9 Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a 
son of Abraham. 
 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Talk about a time when you met a celebrity. 

B. What was the biggest unexpected joy you ever experienced? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 3, why do you think Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus? 

2. In verse 7, why are people grumbling? In what ways do people in churches today 
“grumble” about outreach to “sinners”? 

3. In verse 8, the verbs “will give” and “will pay back” are actually in the present 
tense in Greek (“I give/I pay back”). How might this change the way you hear 
Zacchaeus’ declaration? 

4. In verse 9, when Jesus says, “today salvation has come to this house” – what do 
you think is the “turning point” of salvation in the story? 

5. What do think Zacchaeus' life was like before he met Jesus? Do you think 
Zacchaeus’ declaration will bankrupt him? What do you think his life becomes from that 
point forward? 

6. Zacchaeus vowed to repay anyone whom he might have defrauded. If Jesus 
invited himself to your house today, what “debts” would you confess that you owe to 
other people or to the world? How would you repay them? 

7. When does your faith bring you joy?   

 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about being transformed by faith. 
 


