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Week of October 27, 2019 
 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
 9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and regarded others with contempt: 
 10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 
 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God, I thank you that I am not 
like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' 
 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 
beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 
 14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. The prayer of the Pharisee would not have been considered unusual. To this day, an 
observant Orthodox Jewish man is supposed to begin daily prayers thanking God that 
he was not born a woman. The key is that the person is thanking God for his state, not 
taking credit for it. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. If you could be anyone else, who would you be?  Why?  

B. Which groups were you identified with (e.g. cool kids, nerds, etc.) at various 
points of your life? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 9, why do you think the author of the Gospel feels the need to explain 
the parable’s intent?  How could it have been misinterpreted?   

2. Thinking of verse 14, do you think it is fair that the Pharisee is said to not be 
justified despite exceeding what he believes is the law? 

3. Do you ever thank God that you are not like someone else?  Is that a good thing? 

4. What is the difference between “judging others” and “discerning” the character of 
others?  Where do we draw the line? 

5. Was there ever a time when you used the argument “everyone does it” to justify 
an action that you believe was probably wrong? 

6. Have you ever been prideful in expressing your faith?  How? 

7. What is the standard to which you hold yourself accountable?  How tough are 
you on yourself?  Are you too tough or not tough enough? 

 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about where we need to come closer to God’s 
expectations of us 
 


