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Week of October 20, 2019 
 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 
 2 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect 
for people. 
 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 'Grant me justice 
against my opponent.' 
 4 For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 'Though I have no fear of God and 
no respect for anyone, 
 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.'" 
 6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will 
he delay long in helping them? 
 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?" 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. Although this is a hypothetical, the listener would have heard the story through 
the expectations of the time. A widow was basically unable to inherit property (being a 
woman), and caring for her would become the moral responsibility of the person who 
inherited her late husband’s property. If the heir were her son, it would be rare for him 
not to care for her (“honor thy father and mother”), but if she had no sons, her 
husband’s property would go to his oldest surviving brother, or even an uncle if he had 
no brothers. A more distant relation might fail to care for the widow, leading her to plead 
her case to a judge. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What’s your best customer service nightmare story? 

B. When were you unjustly treated?  Did you take it, or did you fight back? 

 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Luke tells you what the parable is about before you hear the 
story? If he hadn’t said this in verse 1, what might you have thought was the point of the 
parable?   

2. What do you think it means for the judge to “neither fear God nor have respect 
for people”? Could this be a good thing? 

3. In verse 4, why do you think the judge refused “for a while” to grant the widow 
justice? Do you think we can wear God down with our requests? 

4. What does “justice” mean to you? 

5. In verse 8, what “faith on the earth” is Jesus expecting to find when he returns? 

6. In verse 8, the word translated as “quickly” could also mean “suddenly.” Which 
do you prefer: thinking of God coming to grant justice soon or suddenly? 

7. If God grants justice to the victimized, will you be on the losing side of many 
disputes?  How does this possibility impact your reading of the story? 

 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about areas in which we have felt like victims, 
or even where we may need to stop being victimizers. 
 
 


