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Week of October 13, 2019 
 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
 11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. 
 12 As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, 
 13 they called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 
 14 When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And 
as they went, they were made clean. 
 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with 
a loud voice. 
 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 
 17 Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 
 18 Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 
 19 Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well." 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. Samaritans believed themselves to be the true keepers of the Torah. They had 
remained in Samaria after the conquest of Israel, the conquest of Judah, and the 
Babylonian Exile. They believed that they were the true descendants of the covenant, 
that they had preserved the true religion, and that the returning exiles were returning 
with a corrupted faith. The Samaritans had their own Torah, similar to but not exactly 
like the Hebrew Torah. The key difference is that the Samaritans worshipped in a 
Temple on Mt. Gerizim rather than Mt. Zion. 
 
2. Priests were the ones charged with pronouncing people “diseased” or “cured.”  
So if someone had a skin disease, a priest determined whether it was leprosy. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Do you prefer to live in a routine or experience new adventures? 

B. In high school or college, what group were you identified with? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Jesus tells them to “show themselves to the priests” instead of 
just healing them and giving no further instruction?   

2. Now that you know that one of the ten was a Samaritan, who would not have 
been welcome at the Temple, do you think he started out to go with the other nine, or do 
you think he would have headed to the Samaritan Temple on Mt. Gerazim? 

3. How much time do you imagine elapses before the Samaritan returns? 

4. Imagine yourself as the Samaritan – why do you think he turned back? When 
Jesus finally tells him simply to go on his way, where do you think he went? What do 
you imagine the other nine did next? 

5. If all ten were cured, how has the Samaritan’s faith made him “well”?  

6. If you experienced upheaval in your life now, would you be more likely to pray for 
restoration to the way things were or to move on to something new? 

7. What would it mean to you to be "healed"? What is the "healing" you seek and 
what would you do with it? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about boldly moving forward out of our comfort 
zones. 
 


