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Luke 16:1-13 
 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 
 2 So he summoned him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.' 
 3 Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 
 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.' 
 5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, 'How much do 
you owe my master?' 
 6 He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it fifty.' 
 7 Then he asked another, 'And how much do you owe?' He replied, 'A hundred 
containers of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.' 
 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; 
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than 
are the children of light. 
 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when 
it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
 10 "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 
a very little is dishonest also in much. 
 11 If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you 
the true riches? 
 12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what 
is your own? 
 13 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth." 
 
Notes: 
 
1. The amounts of the debts are massive. 100 jugs of oil is about 600 gallons of 
olive oil; 100 containers of wheat is about 33 tons. 
 
2. “Wealth” in verse 13 was learned by many of us as “mammon.” Mammon is an 
Aramaic word derived from the name of the Syrian god of money. In the Greek text they 
simply transliterated “mammon” – they did not translate it.  Ordinarily we leave Aramaic 
words (such as “Abba”) alone.  It was an unusual decision to translate “mammon” as 
“wealth.” 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Tell a story about a time when a friend really came through for you. 

B. What are things that aren’t intrinsically bad, but they just bother you? Why do you 
think they bug you? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. What is your “gut reaction” to the story? With whom are you sympathetic?  Whom 
do you dislike? 

2. How do you imagine that the manager originally “squandered” the rich man’s 
money? Do you believe the allegations are true? Why or why not? 

3. Do you see any significance in the fact that the two bills that are mentioned are 
reduced by different percentages? Is this an important detail? 

4. Think about the debtors’ perspective in the story. What do you think they think is 
going on? Do you think they understand the manager's predicament? 

5. Referencing verse 8, do you think the Church (or Christians) ought to be more 
shrewd in dealing with the world or less worldly in its dealings?  

6. The manager used his position to build relationships that would sustain him after 
he was fired. What relationships can you rely on for your future? What are ways in 
which you can do more to invest in your relationships?  

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about relationships we need to develop and 
nurture. 


