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Luke 15:1-10 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 
 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them." 
 3 So he told them this parable: 
 4 "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 
 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 
 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to 
them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 
 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8 "Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
 9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 
 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Have you ever been jealous of something good that happened to someone else? 

B. Was there a time when you were turned off by people you had to work with – 
only to later discover a great appreciation for them? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Jesus tells both the parable of the lost sheep and the parable 
of the lost coin?  Wouldn’t one of them have been enough?  What would be missing if 
either parable were omitted? 

2. A sheep can walk away from its flock, but a coin can only be lost by its owner.  
How do you relate the coin metaphor to ways in which an actual person can become 
“lost” from God? 

3. Is it irresponsible for the shepherd to leave the 99 sheep unattended? 

4. What do you think is the motivation behind the “grumbling” of the Pharisees and 
scribes? Is there an analogy between their grumbling to a situation in your life that has 
made you a "grumbler" at times? 

5. Fill in the blank: "I have been resentful when __________". Is that still the case? 

6. Excluding your family or really close friends, when has something good 
happened to someone else and hearing about it made you feel really good? Why do 
you think it resonated with you? 

7. Have you ever felt “lost” from God?  Do you truly feel “found”? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about letting go of resentment. 


