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Luke 14:25-33 
 

 25 Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 
 26 "Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 
 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the 
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 
 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 
begin to ridicule him, 
 30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 
 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against 
him with twenty thousand? 
 32 If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for 
the terms of peace. 
 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your 
possessions. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Do you finish what you start?  What are some things you started and gave up 
on?  Why? 

B. What is the longest you’ve ever worked on a single project?  When you started, 
did you know it would take as long as it did?  What kept you going? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. What is the significance of the audience being “large crowds”? 

2. In the context of our understanding of grace, what does it mean to you when 
Jesus cites multiple conditions under which someone “cannot be my disciple”? 

3. How do you hear the word “hate” in this context?  When have you used the word 
“hate” when you really didn’t mean “hate”? 

4. In verse 33, the end is really “all that he has”, not “all your possessions.”  What 
are the most important things that you “have”? 

5. Let’s be honest: where is God on your list of priorities?  What would it mean to 
say that God is your #1 priority? 

6. Has there ever been a point when you realized that God was asking more of you 
than you had thought?  Describe the situation and your reaction. 

7. Suppose someone were to say to you: “I would like to follow Jesus, but I realize 
that he is asking more than I am willing to do.”  What would you say to that person? 

8. What do you expect faith to provide you with in this life?  Do you ever consider 
the cost of attaining that? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about deepening our commitment to God. 


