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Luke 14:1,7-14 
 

NRS Luke 14:1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 

 7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 
 8 "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place 
of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this person your 
place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 
 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at the table with you. 
 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 
be exalted." 
 12 He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case 
they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 
 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Aside from family members, who was most formative in your life? 

B. Name a talent/skill you have that you think no one would have guessed. 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 7, why do you think the author refers to what Jesus says as a “parable”? 

2. What is your understanding of what it means to be humble? 

3. In verse 10, why do you think Jesus mentions that a person asked to take a 
higher seat would be “honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you”?  
Does this seem contrary to the spirit of verse 14? 

4. Consider verse 13 (inviting the poor, lame, etc.): since it is unlikely that anyone 
does this literally as a rule, how do you incorporate this instruction into your life? 

5. In verse 14, should we be thinking in terms of being “repaid”, whether in this life 
or even the next? 

6. When have you helped someone else develop their abilities and elevate their 
lives?  How might you do this more often? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about people into whom you could invest more 
of your energies. 


