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Luke 13:10-17 
 

 10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 
 11 And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 
 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from 
your ailment." 
 13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising 
God. 
 14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, 
kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on 
those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day." 
 15 But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the 
sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 
 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen 
long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?" 
 17 When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was 
rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Who are your favorite actors/actresses and why? Does it bother you if they play 
someone who is evil? 

B. Do you ever root for anti-heroes? Are you a fan of shows like The Sopranos or 
Breaking Bad? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think the woman was at the synagogue?  (She doesn’t ask Jesus for 
healing.) 

2. Why is the leader of the synagogue upset by Jesus’ actions?  What do you think 
of his argument that the woman should have been healed on another day? 

3. Jesus calls them hypocrites because they routinely violate the Sabbath to care 
for their animals.  Discuss the concept of hypocrisy.  What is the line between failure to 
live up to your ideals and hypocrisy? 

4. Do you think the synagogue leader would have been as upset had Jesus healed 
a man rather than a woman? 

5. A “hypocrite” is an “actor” – one who pretends to be something he/she is not.  
When you meet someone, how do you guess whether the person is genuine or a fraud?  
Do you have any tendencies to pre-judge people based on race, gender, or 
socioeconomic status? 

6. If it was right for Jesus to heal the woman immediately rather than waiting for a 
day, when should Christians ever defer the fight for justice? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers for situations where we have trouble seeing 
someone else as a child of God. 
 


