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Luke 12:49-56 
 

 49 "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 
completed! 
 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division! 
 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against 
three; 
 53 they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and 
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." 
 54 He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, 'It is going to rain'; and so it happens. 
 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 'There will be scorching heat'; 
and it happens. 
 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why 
do you not know how to interpret the present time? 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. In addition to religion and politics, what subjects do you avoid discussing with 
people you don't know well? 

B. We have a tendency to heed some warnings and ignore others. What kinds of 
health or safety warnings are you diligent about heeding, and which do you ignore? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Both fire and baptism are symbols of cleansing. How does this impact your 
understanding of verses 49-50? 

2. In verse 51, Jesus speaks of bringing division rather than peace. How do you 
reconcile this with Jesus being the Prince of Peace? 

3. How would you respond to the statement, "Christians are supposed to be nice." 
Is there ever a time when we should not be nice? Was Jesus "nice" all the time? 

4. In verse 53, why do you think Jesus speaks of those particular relationships? 

5. Think about verse 56, what do you think Jesus means by "interpret the present 
time"? 

6. In what areas of faith do you think Jesus wants us to risk division, and when 
should we be more conciliatory? 

7. Where do you feel the most pressure to compromise your Christian beliefs? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about standing up for your beliefs. 


