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Luke 12:13-21 
 

 13 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me." 
 14 But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" 
 15 And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for 
one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions." 
 16 Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 
 17 And he thought to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' 
 18 Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there 
I will store all my grain and my goods. 
 19 And I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, 
eat, drink, be merry.' 
 20 But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. 
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 
 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Who is your favorite movie character?  If you could be one character from any 
movie or TV series, who would you be and why? 

B. What was your favorite TV (or radio) program when you were growing up? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think the person turns to Jesus for a directive about his family 
inheritance?  Why do you think Jesus doesn’t simply respond with the legally correct 
answer? 

2. In verse 17, why does the person ask “what should I do?”  What else could he 
have considered? 

3. It is rather unusual phrasing for a person to be depicted as speaking to his own 
soul.  What do you think is the reason for this? 

4. In verse 15, the word translated as “possessions” is actually a verb (a participle), 
meaning “to have at your disposal.”  “Possessing” is more literal than “possession.”  
What impact does this have on your understanding of the passage? 

5. In verse 20, when it says that his “life” is demanded of him, the word is actually  
“soul” (same word as in verse 19).  Does this impact your reading of the passage? 

6. What is the man trying to accomplish by saving his abundance?  Do you try to 
accomplish the same things in the way you live? 

7. Consider and discuss the relationship of the following impulses: 

 a. The desire for security / the acquisition of excess goods 

 b. Having possessions / having control 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about fears and the need to trust God. 


