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Week of July 28, 2019 
 
Luke 11:1-13 
 

NRS Luke 11:1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 
 2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come. 
 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 
 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not 
bring us to the time of trial." 
 5 And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 
and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 
 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' 
 7 And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, 
and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' 
 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 
needs. 
 9 "So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened for you. 
 10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 
 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead 
of a fish? 
 12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 
 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What was the best thing you ever received that you did NOT ask for? How did 
the giver know it would be good for you? 

B. How many people do you meet in a day? Take a minute to count. How many of 
them do you know well? How many do you not know well? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. What we know as the Lord’s Prayer is taught by Jesus as a response to the 
request “teach us to pray.” Do you think Jesus intended for us to repeat these exact 
words, or simply use them as a model for our prayers? 

2. Why do you think the person in verse 8 ultimately relents and gives bread to his 
friend? 

3. Read verse 10.  Is this literal? What are the limits of the promise? 

4. What do you think verse 13 is teaching us about what to ask for? 

5. Do you believe that God answers prayer?  Can you share an example of a time 
when you believe God intervened to answer a prayer request of yours? 

6. Which do you have more difficulty doing: trusting that God will provide your daily 
bread, or forgiving those who have wronged you?  What can you do to work on that? 

7. Imagine that you compiled all of your prayers for the past 30 days in writing.  If 
someone only knew God by reading the words of your prayers, what impression would 
they have of the nature and character of God? 

8. Who do you know who needs the gift of the Holy Spirit? Will you pray for them to 
receive it? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers for people who need a relationship with Jesus 
 
 


