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Week of June 30, 2019 
 
Luke 9:51-62 
 
 51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; 
 53 but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 
 54 When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" 
 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 
 56 Then they went on to another village. 
 57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever 
you go." 
 58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 
 59 To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father." 
 60 But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God." 
 61 Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home." 
 62 Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God." 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. In verse 59, one of many possible explanations for Jesus’ response is that the 
person’s father is not yet dead (in that time, burials followed death very promptly; if his 
father had died, why was the man on the road speaking with Jesus?) and what he is 
really saying is that he will follow Jesus sometime after his father dies. 
 
2. In verse 62, the word translated as “fit” is a word that in Greek means “well-
positioned” or “suitable.” 
 



 

 First Presbyterian Church Group Leader’s Discussion Guide 
 of Englewood   

www.englewoodpres.org 

 
Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. When did you give up on something that you wish now you had continued to 
pursue? 

B. Outside of work, what is the subject you have spent the most time studying?  
When did you start and why did it fascinate you? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 54, why do you think James and John wanted to annihilate the village? 

2. Think about the three persons who say they will follow Jesus.  What do you see 
as the differences between the three, based on what they say?  

3. Which of the three persons do you identify with the most? 

4. In verse 58, what do you think Jesus is saying when he says that the “Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head”? 

5. When should obligations to God take precedence even over family?  Have you 
ever made a decision related to your faith that set you at odds with your family? 

6. In verse 51, it describes Jesus as having “set his face to go to Jerusalem.”  
Would someone describe you as having “set your face” toward some goal?  If so, what? 

7. In several instances, including this one, Jesus was very stern with would-be 
followers about the demands of discipleship.  In other cases Jesus was very accepting 
of people.  Discuss the appropriate balance between inviting people into church life and 
making difficult demands of them.  What demands could the church make of you that 
would cause you to leave? 

8. Consider verse 62, when have you looked back after having “put your hand to 
the plow”?  What tempts you the most to look back rather than forward? 

Closing prayer: Particularly ask for prayers about persevering in positive things 
 


