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Week of April 22, 2018 
 
John 10:11-18 
 
 11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away-- and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 
 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 
 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 
 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 
 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up 
again. 
 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Describe the essence of yourself in one sentence. 

B. Who would you say are society's role models, and is that good or bad? Who are 
your role models and why? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Jesus is clear that he is like the good shepherd. Who do you imagine he is 
talking about when he refers to "hired hands"? 

2. In verse 16, who do you think are the "other flocks" Jesus is referring to? 

3. In verses 14-15, the word "know" is a Greek word that implies a deeper 
knowledge than just knowing that someone exists. "I know John Doe" can mean that 
you've met him, or it can mean that you can testify to his character. The Greek word 
ginosko means the latter. To what extent do you "know" God and how? 

4. In verse 16, Jesus refers to other sheep listening to his voice. How do you listen 
for Jesus' voice in your life? How do you know it is Jesus?  

5. The word sacrifice comes from a Latin word sacer which means "holy." We get 
the word sacred from it. An animal that was sacrificed was not lost, it was made holy. 
How are your sacrifices holy? 

6. What would you "lay down" a portion of your life for? What do you wish you could 
sacrifice more of? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about ways in which each person can sacrifice 
more of themselves for others. 


