
Dec 6: Monthly Meeting
(7:00p.m)

Dec 19: Holiday Bake Shoppe
((10:00a.m-12:00p.m.)

Dec 20: Christmas Sunday
10:30a.m.)

Dec 27: Blue Christmas Service
(7:00p.m.)

Jan 3: Monthly Meeting
(7:00p.m.)

Feb 7: Monthly Meeting
(7:00p.m)

Feb 14: Love Sunday 
(10:30a.m.)

With continued uncertainty and
guidelines with COVID, seasonal
activities and events are to be
determined. Church members

will be notified of any upcoming
events through regular avenues

of communication.

Merry and Bright
BY ANDREW NEEDHAM

Mary and I just finished Christmas decorating. Each year, a lot of emotions arise with
each decoration retrieved from boxes. Memories of family members and Christmases
past surface as we decide how we will display another year of decorations. 
A theme emerged as I reflected on my favorite memories of Christmas and the
decorations that are most important to me. I decided my favorite part of Christmas
decorations by far is the lights (even though putting them up might be the biggest
frustration). I need to remember that the best rewards in life come from persevering
through difficult struggles. When I was a kid, I remember riding through the country and
seeing lights adorn the homes of different families. Today, when I think about Christmas
lights, it brings to mind a blue lit Christmas tree from the home of my great-
grandparents (our annual Christmas Eve stop with the extended family), followed by the
extravagant light display that took up nearly the entire length of Burney Road. As an
adult, I do not often drive to look for lights, yet I still love seeing lights on homes during
this time of year. I believe seeing the lights are just little glimpses of hope in the
darkness that fills these days as the nights are still getting longer.

John 1:5 reminds us, "The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it."

This year, some people set up their Christmas lights extra early as a way to push back
some of the darkness they have experienced. I want to encourage you to slow down
this season and enjoy the light displays. When you see Christmas lights, celebrate this
truth: the light of Jesus Christ has not been overcome. His light continues to shine all
these years later.
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#1: Hand sanitizer and disposable masks are available each
Sunday. We encourage members to wear masks from home as
our supply may be limited.

#2: We are still avoiding congregational singing and passing
offering plates as part of our worship service.

#3: We ask that members use the main entrance at the front
of the church on Sunday mornings. 

#4: When arriving and leaving, please avoid clustering around
the doorway.

#5: Worship care for nursery age children is not available, but
if a parent needs to use the nursery, please disinfect the area
upon leaving the room using provided supplies. 

#6: The main restrooms are available, but we ask that you
disinfect the surfaces you touch, wash your hands, and use a
clean paper towel to open the door as you exit.

#7: We continue to provide bottled water if needed so the
water fountain is not used. 

#8: Please make sure you keep appropriate six feet of space
when we gather together (sitting or standing). 

#9 All children ages PreK through 3rd grade who are
participating in our Children's Church each Sunday will have
their temperature taken when they arrive at church.
Temperatures are also taken for our other student group
gatherings on Sunday evenings. 

#10: In order to decrease the amount of areas to disinfect
after services and activities, considering the limited supplies
available, we ask members to limit the rooms they enter. Try
to contain activities to one space.

If you or a family member are experiencing ANY symptoms of
sickness, we respectfully ask you to remain at home as a

cautionary consideration for other congregation members. 
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"Wait" 6 feet apart.
"Wash" your hands often.

"Wear" a mask.

CORONAVIRUS
UPDATE  &

REMINDERS

KEEP IN  MIND. . .



The Circle of Hope has two
fundraising efforts: cards

and flavoring. All items are
located in the church foyer.
We have cards for Christmas

and other occasion cards.
The funds raised support

our ability to serve our
community and beyond. 

We appreciate your support! 

Circle of Hope News
The Circle of Hope is the Women’s Missionary group serving our

community and abroad. Membership is open to all women regardless of

age. We meet every 3rd Monday night of each month, and we encourage

you to visit us and find out all the outreach and mission opportunities in

which we participate. 

We want to thank everyone who contributed a Samaritan Purse shoebox.

With your help, we collected 160 shoe boxes. This is the most we have

ever done. Thank you!!!  

In addition to the shoeboxes, each month we support the West Chatham

Food Pantry and Burnett’s Chapel Food Panty; Silk Hope Backpack ministry,

Will Beeson (Every Nation campus ministry), and the South Fork Missions

Fund for future mission trips and outreach.

In addition to our monthly contributions, we also sponsor a project

designated by the AFCM-Women in Mission and a local need. At our

November meeting, we agreed to support Horton Middle School Christmas

gift card distribution to needy families, gave an extra donation amount to

both food pantries, supported Cuba pastors providing American money

for families to purchase groceries, and Your Choices Randolph.

We are a very active group and provide outreach assistance to many

individuals and groups. Our goal is to share God’s hope and love with as

many people as possible. We invite you to join us and learn more about

our organization and enjoy some good fellowship.

Our December 21st meeting will be our annual Christmas dinner at the

Fellowship Hall, 6:30 p.m. The meal will be catered by Millstone Catering.

We ask each person to RSVP to Susan Thomas or Wanda Stafford by Sun.,

Dec. 13th. The cost of the meal is $10.00 per person, and if you want to

participate in dirty Santa, bring a $10.00 male/female gift to exchange. 

Our January 18th meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall.  

We look forward to seeing some new faces to help us carry on the

important mission opportunities that we sponsor.

Card and Flavoring Sale

 Cards
$6.00/box

Happy Home Flavoring
$3.00/bottle 
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Renovation Team Updates
The playground has been delivered, and we are
eager to get it installed. At this point, we are
waiting on our electrical upgrades to be finished
by the electrician and Duke Power. We look
forward to many years of children enjoying this
new playground!

Renovation Fundraising
Holiday Bake Shoppe: December 19th from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
in the South Fork Fellowship Hall.  Mark your calendars and plan
to come out, contribute an item to sell, or buy one for any of
your upcoming Christmas celebrations!

In January, we are going to have our envelope wall again. These
fundraising projects help us be prepared to complete the
projects of upgrading our restrooms to have handicap
accessibility and important renovations to the Fellowship Hall.
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Ebenezer's Children's Home Dedication 
Through our giving, we sponsored a houseparent room.
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South Fork in Pictures
Looking back at fall opportunities

"Remote" participation in the 
Washington D.C. Prayer March in September

Our Parking Lot Halloween Event
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Blue Christmas
An Important Tradition
As a pastor, I believe we need a safe place to express what is happening
in our hearts. We have a tendency to hold back when God says that we
are called to bring everything to Him. It is easy to bring the good cheerful
things and say, "Thank you." What about the bad, the difficult, the painful,
and even the ugly?

A Blue Christmas service gives us a space to reflect on what we are
experiencing on a deeper level. I believe that just like the nativity where
we see God coming to be with us in Jesus Christ, the Blue Christmas
service opens us to experience Emmanuel, "God with us," in the place
where we most long to meet with Him.

I realize this service is not for everyone, but if you have had a hard year,
it provides a space to reset with God's presence as we all approach 2021. 

If this sounds like something for you this year, join us on December 27th
at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.

-Andrew 

New Opportunities for Children
Ages: Preschool - 3rd grade
This program takes place during worship service. 

Our kids ministries use an online curriculum.  Check it out at
https://www.southforkfriends.org/ministries/kids-ministry.
Even if children cannot attend in person, they have an
opportunity to worship online. Parents, grandparents, or any
other caring adult that wants to disciple the children in their
life can use this.

This QR code will take you to our kid's
ministry page. Using a smartphone camera,
the "block" to the left will open our kid's
ministry page. The password for the "Sunday
at home" portion is "KIDSROCK"  (which
includes daily devotions and a lesson for
the weekly kid's worship video), 

Sunday School
Opportunity

We are having an Adult
Sunday School class at

9:30. We are meeting in
the sanctuary. Every adult
in the church is welcome

to particpate.
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STAY UP TO DATE ,  
V IS IT   OUR WEBSITE

(ON DESKTOP OR MOBILE )



It's important (and biblical) to build community across
generations.
Each generation has something to teach other generations
and learn from other generations.

Bible Study 
Growing in Christ and Community

There is a preaching commentary called "Feasting on the Word."
This is what I imagine when I gather with others to study the
Bible. 

In a recent Bible study, one of the participant's in our men's
group talked about how amazing it is that we can read one
chapter of scripture together then discuss it for over an hour. I
love that sentiment. It is a reminder for me that God is definitely
not silent. The writer of Hebrews tells us, "For the word of God is
alive and active..." As men and women, we are learning that when
we approach the Bible, we are ultimately approaching God. The
Holy Spirit enters into our time together as a group and draws us
closer to Christ.

From October- December, we offered a couple of Bible Study
opportunities for the men and women in our community. Men
have been meeting on Tuesdays at 7:00 in the Chapel, and the
women have been meeting on Wednesdays at 7:00 in the
Fellowship Hall.

Our Bible Studies are multigenerational because we believe in
two things:

1.

2.

We will finish Ephesians just before Christmas, and then we will
resume gathering in January. We invite men and women to join
us as we kick off the new year! 

Contact Andrew or Mary Needham for more information.

2021 Bible 
Reading Plan

(New Testament)

As we move into 2021, we
want to offer a growth
challenge to everyone.

We say reading our Bibles
is important. We know we

should do it, but
sometimes we just don't
get around to reading it. 

As a church, we
encourage you to take

time in 2021 to read the
entire New Testament.

Reading just 5 chapters a
week will get you though
the New Testament in one

year. That is a chapter
every weekday, with a

couple of days to catch up
(if necessary).

Reading plan cards will be
available in the vestibule

and on the website.
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Words from our students...
I love my relationship with our students! Each week, I get to spend
time with them, learning about the Lord and growing in love for Him
and one another. It's a bright spot in my week. They have some
thoughts to share about it too! ~ Mary

"How friendly and close we are as a group." ~ Lacie Clark

"The friends I've made and it helps me stay grounded and I know I
have people to talk to if I need help." ~ Mayci Pickard

"The sense of belonging. I never have to worry about being left out or
judged and we all get along so well." ~ Caroline Reece

"I feel like I can be truly vulnerable and I know I won't be judged."
~Mackenzie Cloer

"Everyone is so nice and caring and you can talk to them about
anything." ~Abby Clark

"I am able to see really cool people right now. If it wasn't for youth, I
would not see any friends." - Brady Andrew

South
Fork

Youth
7th-12th Grade

FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR QUESTIONS ,  EMAIL 

MARY NEEDHAM

MARY@SOUTHFORKFRIENDS.ORG

Coming Up...  
December 6: Youth Gathering
December 13: Youth Gathering
December 19: Sorting Cards & Breakfast/Lunch/or Dinner
December 20: Youth Gathering (Christmas Gathering)
December 27: Youth Gathering
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Due to COVID concerns, the winter youth retreat
"Move It" is cancelled  for this year. 

Christmas Card 
Youth Fundraiser

Drop off your Christmas cards for fellow

congregation members in the church

foyer and have the youth deliver them to

your recipients! No monetary charge per

card, but we ask for donations! Last day

to drop off cards is December 16th. 


