
Sept 13: Monthly Meeting
(7:00p.m)

Oct 4: Monthly Meeting
(7:00p.m.)

Nov 1: Monthly Meeting
(7:00p.m)

Nov 8: Operation Christmas
Child Boxes are Due!

Dec 6: Monthly Meeting
(7:00p.m.)

With continued uncertainty and
guidelines with COVID, seasonal
activities and events are to be
determined. Church members

will be notified of any upcoming
events through regular avenues

of communication.

Resilient Love for God
BY ANDREW NEEDHAM

Verses of scripture can stop us in our tracks. This happened to me recently as I read
Hosea 6:4. It says: 

What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? 
Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.

The verse describes Israel’s love for God. God compares Israel’s love to the momentary
morning mist and the disappearing dew, meaning love for God can "evaporate." God
reveals how love can be sapped away when met with any amount of adversity.
Reflecting on my faithfulness, I was reminded of how easy it is to shift from full Spirit
saturation to deserts wanderings. It can happen subtly, quickly, and unknowingly. 

As I meditated on this verse, God's questions broke my heart. This is not a parent
saying, “What am I going to do with you?” following a disappointing experience. On the
contrary, the question highlights the reality that God has given us choice. God gives us
the freedom to pursue our own ends, even if that means that our love for Him becomes
increasingly like the fleeting mist and dew. With love like the mist and the dew, we are
incapable of growing. When the first sign of adversity arises, poof! The resources, in
which we had placed our trust, do not sustain us.

I encounter the morning mist and dew on my morning runs. As the sun rises, I watch
the mist and dew vanish. There is no trace that the moisture was ever there. Can our
love for God really be this temporary?

I believe God helps us develop a love that endures. What love withstands the heat of
trials? What love does not evaporate in the face of troubles or discouragement? The
answer is God’s love. 

In John 4, Jesus describes a source of water that will never run dry and never let us
thirst. The Holy Spirit becomes our Source of love as well. When we commit ourselves
to abide with God’s Holy Spirit, we experience living water. This water refreshes. This
water will not disappoint. This water endures. When we abide in God's Spirit, God
causes our love to endure.
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Renovation Team Update
The first project the team tackled was the playground area.
With the commitment and generosity of our congregation,
combined with fundraising efforts, the team ordered the
playground equipment in early summer. The team has
confirmed that delivery will be in September. It will be
installed after the power grid upgrades are completed by Duke
Energy and the electrical contractor. The image below is a
rendering of the main structure.

Operation Christmas Child
The South Fork Circle of Hope is hosting The Samaritan's Purse
Operation Christmas Child collection. Boxes will be available
for pick up on Sunday, October 6. The deadline for boxes to be
returned is Sunday, November 8. This is a great opportunity for
the whole family to serve God through generously giving to
children in need around the world. For questions, please
contact Susan Thomas, Wanda Stafford, or Phyllis Johnson. 
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Pledge Reminder
If you committed to a

monthly pledge for our
renovation projects, you can
share those by placing them
in the offering plates (with

"Renovations" designated in
the memo of checks) or
sending them by mail.  



The Circle of Hope has two
fundraising efforts: cards

and flavoring. All items are
located in the church foyer.

We have Christmas,
Thanksgiving, and all

occasion cards. The funds
raised support our ability to

serve our community and
beyond. 

We appreciate your support! 

September 21st: We will leave church at 6:30 to visit Nancy

Murchison and then return to the Fellowship Hall for business

and refreshments.

October 19th: We will meet at 7:00 in the Fellowship Hall– the

main order of business will be packing 24 Samaritan's Purse

Shoeboxes. (Each member is providing an item for the boxes)  

November 16th: We will meet at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall for

our annual Thanksgiving meal. Husbands and friends are

invited to join us. You don’t want to miss this!!!

December 21st: We will meet for our annual Christmas meal. 

Circle of Hope News
     Keeping our distance, we held our kick-off meeting in July with

a cook-out. It was good to meet again and work together to

continue our mission of serving our community and surrounding

areas. In this time of COVID, we have continued our monthly

support to the West Chatham Food pantry, South Fork's Mission

Fund, and Will Beeson’s campus ministry

.   For our August meeting, we enjoyed Brady Andrew, Mackenzie

Cloer, and Andrew and Mary Needham sharing about the youth’s

summer mission experience. We are very proud of our youth and

all that they accomplished. This group of 23 young people (across

three churches) not only touched the lives of many people, but

they also spread God’s love every place they went.  

 We invite all ladies to join us at any one of our 2020 meetings:

     The goal of each meeting is to work together to share God’s

love by giving to service projects and serving others. Come out,

visit, and learn about all the ways we serve and make a difference

in people’s lives – young and old.
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Card and Flavoring Sale

 Cards
$6.00/box

Happy Home Flavoring
$3.00/bottle 
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Website Highlights
Messages
We believe that worship and God’s Word are both important parts of the
church community. You can find our mid-week messages and Sunday
morning worship under the “Messages” heading on our website. We hope
this helps connect with God and with our church family.

Kids Ministry
With the absence of in-person meetings, we have witnessed an important
shift in discipling children. The most meaningful, impactful, and fruitful
discipleship model for children always happens in the home. Just read
Deuteronomy 6:4-8. One of the calls for families who believe in God is to
“impress them (God’s commands) on your children.” Our website has a
page just for families. You can find weekly videos with the curriculum that
our Christian Education Committee has reviewed and selected as a great
faith formation tool. Consider watching and discussing these videos with
your children. This is a great practice to implement discipleship in your
home..

Prayer
One of the central functions of the church is to remain connected to God.
This connection is deepened through prayer. Our updated website
includes a page where you can submit prayer requests. You can select
how your request can be shared, either with elders, pastors, or the whole
church family. If you have a specific concern to share, this is another way
you can have others join you in prayer. You can also see if there are any
prayer requests others would like for you to remember on the same page.

Connecting with College Students
We want to encourage our college students. They are still an important
part of our church, even if they are not physically with us regularly. One
of the things we included with the “Member Portal” is a list of their contact
information and ways to reach-out to them at school. Please realize that
some of our students have already moved back home, which means the
best mailing address might be their home address, found in our most
recent church directory.

Our website updates will allow for better mobile experiences,
meaning that people are able to access information without

being at a computer.  

Website Update

Check it out! Our church
website was recently
updated, with more

resources and tips for
discipleship. We also

included a member portal,
where information

specifically for members
can be found. Church
members will receive 

log-in information. 
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A Note From Mary...
I say it often because it's true- I get to work with fantastic young
people. I am always learning something new about them, learning
more about how God has gifted them and seeing all the ways God
can use them for His kingdom. Any time spent with them is time
well spent. 

When I am confident of God's leading and direction, I have a
saying...."I know that I know that I know." With that being said, I
know that I know that I know that guiding young people to grow in
the Lord begins with relationship - with God and with them.
Students need genuine, safe, trusting relationships with other
people who are in relationships with God. They need us adults. So I
challenge adults in our congregation to connect with our students.
Get to know them. Be a mentor. It is time well spent. 

South
Fork

Youth
7th-12th Grade

FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR QUESTIONS ,  EMAIL 

MARY NEEDHAM

MARY@SOUTHFORKFRIENDS.ORG

Sunday Night Gatherings
We will resume our regular gatherings in the month of
September. The heart of our Sunday nights together is growing
in our love for God, our love for one another, and our love His
purposes. We spend time discussing God's word, discovering
more about who God is and how our relationship with Him
affects the way we live our lives. This time functions as a small
group time for our young people, with time for connection and
fellowship as well. If you would like to know more about our
regular Sunday gatherings, contact Mary Needham. 
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South Fork Youth
Our Summer in Pictures

Trip to the NC Zoo Cedar Rock Park

Putt Putt, Dinner, and Frozen Treats
(Joined by friends from Holly Spring Friends)

Beach Day at Oak Island

Because of the intimate size of our group, we have
been able to spend sweet time together over the

summer. We made it work, with lots of masks,
disinfectant sprays, hand sanitizer, and social

distancing. 
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South Fork Youth
Our Summer in Pictures

Indoor Campout Sushi Night 
in Apex

Local Mission Event
(Three Days of Serving Our Local Communities)

College Bound Dinner
(Seeing Lindley off to UNC)


