Why the Name Change?
We know: you can't just retrofit a new name to what you are already doing and call it
something new. Re-branding doesn't equal substantive change. In some ways, it
doesn't matter what name you give groups. Yet, names communicate something.
They carry meaning. So, this isn't a disingenuous way to make you think we've
"rolled out" a new program. It's not even a program. Rather, it's an encouragement
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to change our cultural mindset.
For years home groups at Chapel By the Sea were called care groups. Care is
important, of course. We've been saying all along that we want to deepen and
increase relational connections in the church. But the groups need to be threedimensional. They need to have worship, relational connection, and mission.
(Up, In, Out)

Discipleship
and Life
Groups

The word "Life" carries a richer, broader meaning than "Care". In the past, 90% of
our home groups have been focused on interpersonal caring and connection - sort of a chaplaincy culture.
(Over)

Why the Name Change?
Connection is critically important, but to focus primarily on that is too onedimensional. "Life Groups" helps us think that way better than "Care Groups".
Our goal is opportunity-based and relationally-based, not event-based groups.
This means "life together": sharing our lives (the very life of Jesus) in the rhythms we
already have, and carrying that shared life into the spheres of our community where
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we live and work. We are not just doing events and tasks, such as getting through a
Bible study and then going home.
We are centering on the life of Jesus. We want to explore what it means to
intertwine our lives around Jesus with one another and to develop a missional way
of thinking and living. This can develop fertile ground for transformational ministry
like we have not yet imagined.
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