
Regional Rambler 
Living Skies Regional Council 
The United Church of Canada 

September 4, 2019 – Welcome back 

1.  Living Skies News:  Pastoral Relations Ponderings 7; Regional Council Party signup;  
 Boundaries Training;  
2.  Wider Church Information:  Opportunities in the wider Church; Youth and young adult-led 

climate strikes, September 27; National Indigenous Spiritual Gathering reports; Federal 
election: have your say and check out this church resource; Season of Creation resources; 
Speaking of Creation.... Faithful Footprints energy efficiency grants; 

3.  Upcoming Learning Opportunities:  United-in-Learning; United Network for Justice and Peace in 
Palestine and Israel: Imagining the way of Justice; Ministry of Supervision Course; An Invitation 
to Healing Pathway training; reVITALize; Ever Wonder Conference; Flowing Through Life: 
Letting Go of Control and Perfectionism; Becoming an Intercultural and Sustainable Church 
event; Korean Minister’s & Lay Leaders Gathering; Rural Leadership Conference on Community 
Evaluation, Church Planting and Collaborative Ministry; Regional Youth Rally! Hold the date; 
Queen’s House programming; 

4.  Reminders:  Financial Name Change;  

1. Living Skies Regional Council News 

The work of the Pastoral Relations Commission - Pastoral Relations Ponderings 7  

Regional Council Party sign-up (see Pastoral Relations Ponderings for details)  A series of 

workshops this fall in: Moose Jaw at Minto United Church on September 21; Saskatoon at St. 

Martin’s United Church on October 5 and Yorkton at Westview United Church on October 19. 

Costs for materials, lunch and travel are sponsored by the Regional Council.  Poster & Agenda 

To signed up, please email Bev Diebert ( bdiebert@united-church.ca ) the following 

information:   1) Which event you plan to attend; 2) your name (first and last); 3) your home 

Community of Faith, 4) your dietary concerns and 5) the workshop/circle or learning 

opportunity you want to attend for both morning and afternoon (see agenda for descriptions). 

Boundaries Training 
You are invited to a boundaries training workshop Saturday Sept 21, 2019 at Minto United 

Church (1036 7th Ave. NW) Moose Jaw.  This workshop is for clergy, candidates, and LLWLs 
who need to update their training or have not yet completed the training.  We would also 
welcome anyone who needs to do this training in order to offer boundaries training at our 
camps, or other ministries. If you only need a refresher, then you only need to come to the 
afternoon session.  Time:  10am – 3pm (registration 9:30am) Cost for the workshop is $35 
(includes lunch and handbook)   
Please register with Bev Diebert at bdiebert@united-church.ca  
 

https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Pastoral-Relations-Pondering-Vol-7.pdf
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/RCFallPoster.pdf
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/RCPartyagenda.pdf
mailto:bdiebert@united-church.ca
mailto:bdiebert@united-church.ca


2. Wider Church Information: 

Opportunities in the wider church 
From employment to committees to opportunities to work alongside global partners, there is a 

lot available right now.  Please have a look and think about people in your community of faith 
who might need your help to find out about these: www.united-church.ca/opportunities  

Youth and young adult-led climate strikes, September 27 
Join youth and young adults across Canada who are making their voices heard by striking during 

the Global Climate Strike week, September 20-27.  People of the United Church and 
communities of faith are standing in solidarity with young climate strikers.  For more 
information or to register your event, visit Fridays for Future Canada.  Here’s an event map: 
https://fridaysforfuture.ca/event-map/   

Let’s make sure we create space to support and hear the students’ stories.  So far events are 
planned for Melfort, Saskatoon, and Regina.  Many more will come once school gets 
underway.  Consider what your community of faith can do.  Attend a rally?  Open the church 
for a meal or coffee, and invite students to share why they’re committed to climate action? 
Ask local participants to speak on Sunday?  

Aidan Legault, a young activist and member of St. Peter’s United Church in Sudbury, Ontario 
shares his experience of past climate strikes and how you can get involved.  Watch his message 
and read his blog.  

Climate change is a pressing and difficult concern that needs to be part of federal and SK 
election conversations. What’s at stake, and what is Canada’s climate action plan? Click here 
for an overview by the Climate Action Network, a national, broad based network of which the 
United Church is a longstanding member.  

National Indigenous Spiritual Gathering reports 
Members of the Indigenous United Church gathered on beautiful Chippewas of Rama territory in 

Ontario this August to plan for the future and continue claiming their place in the church. 
Major decisions were made- please have a look at this summary and share freely.  

Federal election: have your say and check out this church resource 
This October we’ll collectively elect a new federal government. Just as elected officials have 

responsibilities, so do their communities. People of faith are called to live out the 
responsibilities of citizenship and of discipleship. Relationship building with our elected 
officials enables us to work together regardless of how closely their personal values or those of 
their party might align with ours. The national church is preparing an election kit of questions 
and background info that can be used to talk through issues of importance with your riding’s 
candidates. Keep checking here for updates.  

One set of sample questions and background on Indigenous rights and right relations is ready to 
go.  More topics to come!  

Season of Creation resources 
From September 8 - October 13, Christians around the world live out our faith to care for 

creation by celebrating Creation Time in the Season of Pentecost, in prayer and in advocacy. 
Join tens of thousands of Christians in observing Creation Time through prayer services, 

sustainability events, and advocacy campaigns. 
Explore worship resources that you can used to celebrate creation in your community of faith.  

http://www.united-church.ca/opportunities
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=c266afdc38&e=72c232d2ca
https://fridaysforfuture.ca/event-map/
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=f97d6563eb&e=72c232d2ca
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=4c516f6ab5&e=72c232d2ca
https://climateactionnetwork.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/CAN-RAC_ClimatePlanExpectations_EN-1.pdf
https://climateactionnetwork.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/CAN-RAC_ClimatePlanExpectations_EN-1.pdf
https://ucc-nisg.ca/2019/08/11/national-indigenous-spiritual-gathering-concludes/
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/faith-and-politics
https://www.united-church.ca/sites/default/files/resources/ask_the_candidates_indigenous_justice.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season/creation-time-1


Speaking of Creation.... Faithful Footprints energy efficiency grants 
Faithful Footprints provides ideas, tools and grants to help United Churches reduce their carbon 

pollution. They’ve just launched their regional hubs.  This Season of Creation, check out ours, 
where some basic research on SaskPower grants has already been done for us: 
https://www.faithfulfootprints.org/regional-hubs  

3. Upcoming Learning Opportunities:   
United in Learning – 
September webinars: lots of faith- and skills-related conversations are coming up! 

https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars    Some upcoming webinars: 
Your Vote, Our Future! How To Engage with your Candidate 
Tuesday Sept. 10, 1:00 pm ET / 10:00 am PT or Tuesday Sept. 17, 7:00 pm ET / 4:00 pm PT          If 

we are to be part of a world where human dignity is defended, creation is mended and gifts 
are shared for the good of all we must call on candidates and political leaders to uphold these 
values in political discourse and in action. Join this webinar to find out how to best engage 
candidate during the upcoming federal election campaign. Experienced political insiders will 
offer practical approaches on conversations with campaigning candidates whether its 5 
minutes at the door or at all candidates meetings.  Find out more information and register. 

Preaching the Big Questions: Three Wonderings about the Nature of God 
October 29, November 5, November 12. 7:00 pm ET / 4:00 pm PT 

In this series we'll look at three questions that Christians have pondered over the ages. We'll 
explore some traditional answers to those questions, and consider whether and how those 
answers might be life-giving to our own age too. We'll consider how to share some of those 
answers in sermons, and study groups, and chance grocery-store encounters, in ways that 
provoke honest wondering, fresh thought, startling insight, and faithful living. Come join us on 
an exploration of our history, and our present, and prepare to deepen the way you share the 
faith with others.   Find out more information and register. 

United Network for Justice and Peace in Palestine and Israel: Imagining the way of Justice – 
Taking Action September 13 - September 15, Ottawa.  

The United Network for Justice and Peace for Palestine and Israel (UNJPPI), a national network 
of United Church members, supporters, and partners working together for a just peace for 
Palestine and Israel, is meeting this year in Ottawa, Sept. 13-15.  There will be excellent 
speakers, new resources and a chance to share with others working for justice and peace. 
Registration and details here. 

Ministry of Supervision Course 
Queen’s College School of Theology and the United Church Office of Vocation will be offering an 

on-line certificate in Ministry of Supervision. The Certificate in Ministry of Supervision provides 
participants with the information and skills to mentor individuals preparing for ministries by 
modelling pastoral practices, demonstrating congregational leadership and offering spiritual 
guidance. It is meant to equip interested clergy and lay individuals with the competencies and 
confidence to engage as supervisors with candidates for ministry and pastoral trainees.  

The content of the course will be offered online in 10 scheduled 2.5 hour sessions: 11:00 a.m. 
CT, 10:00 a.m. MT; 9:00 a.m. PT. Sessions will be on Thursdays. First Class is Sept. 19, 2019. 

The course can be taken as a credit or non credit course and is open to students from any region 
of Canada or beyond and from any denominational background. The tuition is $187.50 (non 

https://www.faithfulfootprints.org/regional-hubs
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.united-in-learning.com%2Findex.php%2Fwebinars&data=02%7C01%7CBDiebert%40united-church.ca%7C07e7aade916b4ce4cef208d6d3cf4c5e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C636929284620519129&sdata=58WdIeZUxTJNxVezwusEaC1KUJLtrPnnNbXEroffK9g%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-in-learning.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dae89d33f64%26e%3D8c9a57304b&data=02%7C01%7CBdiebert%40united-church.ca%7Ce20f8c55cc99422a85d308d71f3af568%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637012210404778201&sdata=iXZ8uGR6GhIjoxIrtxZRiuCrpm5oprhq50BojHLCeC4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-in-learning.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dce326421c3%26e%3D8c9a57304b&data=02%7C01%7CBdiebert%40united-church.ca%7C83f99ae6ec594bec3d1c08d72a5627fd%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637024421841372399&sdata=snRvgSs5Kg7Zr4bgRdwyN2iNJE2HB30hLx%2BsN7Kz6TE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/imagining-the-way-to-justice-taking-action-registration-61906160994


credit) and $375 (credit). Please note: In order to become qualified supervisors in the United 
Church participants must complete a practicum that will be arranged after completion of the 
course. The faculty will be Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson (Minister for the Office of Vocation-
Atlantic) and Brenda Fawkes (Minister of the Office of Vocation-Pacific). If you have questions 
or wish to indicate an interest, please e-mail ARichardson@united-church.ca or 
BFawkes@united-church.ca  

An Invitation to Healing Pathway Training 
Phase 1 – Introduction to be held September 20 – 22, 2019 at Westminster United Church in 

Humboldt, SK.  This in an introduction to the basic concepts of Christian –centred healing; 
through prayer, meditation and the laying on of hands, to reclaim the healing ministry that 
Jesus taught.  For more information call Westminster United Church at 306-682-2799 (leave a 
message) or email westminsteruc@sasktel.net . 

reVITALize – St. Paul’s United Church, Edmonton - Thursday, September 26 and Friday, 27. 
reVITALize is an opportunity for friends and fellowship and conversation. We have wonderful 

speakers, lunch & snacks, great music, and a modest registration fee. Please register as soon 
as possible: 

The event is open to everyone. The speakers will bring a variety of topics, from Leviticus to death 
to sex to missional leadership to blood to leisure gone wild to good religion.  More information 
will be available in the fall or see St. Paul’s website:  www.stpaulsunited.org 

Registration is $100. You can etransfer to stpaulsaccountant@telus.net or send a cheque to St. 
Paul’s at 11526 76 Ave. NW; Edmonton, AB  T6G 0K7  Phone: 780-436-1555. 

Ever Wonder……. 
The second Ever Wonder Conference will take place on Friday October 4 beginning at 2:30pm to 

Sunday October 6, 2019 at 1:15pm.  Where: Southminster-Steinhauer United Church (SSUC), 
10740 - 19 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta.  Theme Presentations will draw from a combination of 
video and live presentations by Karen Armstrong, Gretta Vosper, and more.  Workshops will 
also be offered.  It will be a weekend of opportunities to engage the mind, body and spirit in 
becoming our most human selves through:  presentations and topics such as compassion, 
empathy and justice and everyday practices such as our connection with nature, creativity, 
movement, singing, community and more! 
For more information or to register, check the SSUC website: https://ssucedmonton.com 

Flowing Through Life: Letting Go of Control and Perfectionism  A Free Flow Wellness Retreat 
led by Marg Janick-Grayston   Tuesday, October 15 (4 pm) - Thursday, October 17 (1 pm) 2019  

Many people tend to live out of the left side of the brain and look at life through a critical lens.  
Creating dreamscapes with alcohol inks that flow and mingle into beautiful sunsets, helps us to 
loosen up, open our minds to a myriad of possibilities, be gentler with ourselves, and flow 
through life with greater awe.  In this retreat, held at Ancient Spirals near Saskatoon, you will be 
guided through the process of dreamscaping, as well as consider methods developed by Byron 
Katie, Dewitt Jones, and Alison Cook and Kimberly Miller to quiet the critical mind when it kicks 
in.  Register by October 1. Details can be found at: https://www.freeflowwellness.ca/retreats 

Becoming an Intercultural and Sustainable Church event, October 16-18 2019, Edmonton 
(various venues). Workshops, worship, and speakers: Rev. Dr. Andrew Sung Park and Eric Law.  

mailto:ARichardson@united-church.ca
mailto:BFawkes@united-church.ca
mailto:westminsteruc@sasktel.net
http://www.stpaulsunited.org/
mailto:stpaulsaccountant@telus.net
https://ssucedmonton.com/
https://www.freeflowwellness.ca/retreats


Organized by the Intercultural Ministry Network, Northern Spirit & Chinook Winds Regions, and 
Edmonton Area Intercultural Ministry Working Group. Some subsidies from Living Skies 
Regional Council available, at the request of the former Intercultural Network. Carpooling 
strongly encouraged. Contact Julie Graham, jgraham@united-church.ca  

Korean Minister’s & Lay Leaders Gathering: October 18, 2019 at 2.00 PM to October 19, 2019 – 
Noon. Main Speaker: Rev. Dr. Andrew Sung Park. (Venue, Accommodation & Programme to be 
decided by Edmonton Korean Church & Edmonton Area Intercultural Ministry Working Group) 

Poster and Registration form for both events   

Rural Leadership Conference on Community Evaluation, Church Planting and Collaborative 
Ministry  October 29-31, 2019 at Horizon College, Saskatoon  Watch for details coming soon. 

Regional Youth Rally! Hold the dates: November 1-3. Location to be confirmed.  Info: Kent 
Mohn, YAYAC minister  

Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre programming 
Queen’s House has posted their upcoming programming on their website .  Please check out 

their offerings to see if there is something that would fit for you. 

4. Reminders: 
Financial Name Change 
The official name has now been changed on the bank account.  Cheques should now be made 

out to “Living Skies Regional Council”.   

mailto:jgraham@united-church.ca
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ABConEDEvent-Poster.pdf
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ABConEdRegistration-FormFinal.docx
http://www.queenshouse.org/?page_id=4399
http://www.queenshouse.org/

