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1.  Living Skies News:  LAST CHANCE Regional Council Party - Yorkton signup; Last Chance to Speak 
up - The Circle Way workshop; Annual Declaration;  

2.  Wider Church Information:  United Church’s federal election kit; Faithful Footprints workshop; 
Living Apology outreach to diverse communities; Advent UnWrapped Resource; Opportunities 
in the wider Church; 

3.  Upcoming Learning Opportunities:  New Events on the Calendar; CCC hosts Christians in Canada 
Today; Rural Leadership Conference on Community Evaluation Church Planting and 
Collaborative Ministry; Advent Preparation Events; KAIROS Prairies North regional meeting; 
Queen’s House programming; 

4.  Reminders:  Financial Name Change; Pastoral Relations Ponderings 8;  

1. Living Skies Regional Council News 

Regional Council (Party) Tour sign-up – LAST CHANCE 
The last Regional Council Party will be in Yorkton on October 19. Sponsored completely by Living 

Skies Regional Council (yes, that includes lunch but also mileage and materials), everyone is 
welcome to attend or wait for the gatherings in the spring (Weyburn, Melfort, Kindersley).  
More information is in the attached documents: the updated Poster and the Agenda .   

To register, please email Bev Diebert ( bdiebert@united-church.ca ) the following information:   
1) your name (first and last); 2) your home Community of Faith, 3) your dietary concerns and 
4) the workshop/circle or learning opportunity you want to attend for both morning and 
afternoon (see agenda for descriptions).   Deadline for the Yorkton event is today.  If child 
care is an issue, please let us know. 

Last Chance to speak up! 
Michele Rowe from the Committee on Ministry Personnel Support is exploring the possibility of 

a learning opportunity this winter.  The Circle Way ( http://www.thecircleway.net/) is a 
recommended resource to enhance ministry leadership skills, including facilitation and 
decision-making.  There are some options for training that include a 1-day or a 2-day event 
hosted by a qualified trainer at The Four Pillars Retreat Centre ( http://www.thefourpillars.ca/) 
near Estevan, SK; it is also possible that a retreat could be added on to the training.  As a 
member of the committee supporting ministry personnel to experience health, joy and 
excellence in ministry practice, Michele is gauging interest in moving forward with this training 
opportunity.  The proposed dates are January 7-9, 2020.  Funding is available by application 
from the Living Skies Regional Council Continuing Education Fund.  If you could email her at 
minister.mcuc@gmail.com by November 1 your interest or questions, that would be 
appreciated.  If sufficient interest exists, training will proceed. 

https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/PosterY.pdf
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/RCAgenda-Yorkton.pdf
mailto:bdiebert@united-church.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecircleway.net%2F&data=02%7C01%7CBDiebert%40united-church.ca%7Cb471f23d45034c18ef5508d75234c929%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637068258971868125&sdata=%2Fbm4LZUl0fT%2ByHYA1T62ESuVyF%2F1jXnBU01yjvUrKRM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefourpillars.ca%2F&data=02%7C01%7CBDiebert%40united-church.ca%7Cb471f23d45034c18ef5508d75234c929%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637068258971878124&sdata=XzyBaNF5hXiLLjXb0H9PoC1CE3PWwTf8oUkyEFaZmtQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:minister.mcuc@gmail.com


Annual Declaration 
Karen Medland, Office of Vocation minister sends this message:  I’ve been doing some checking 

to ensure everyone is up to date with their annual declaration, and I have found a number of 
people have not completed this.  This is an important piece for all clergy, and candidates for 
ministry to complete.  To do so please go to your profile page on church hub.  On the right 
hand side of your profile page should be a link to the annual declaration.  If there isn’t, please 
contact IT support.  Thank you so much for your co-operation with this part of the change in 
reporting. 

2. Wider Church Information: 

United Church’s federal election kit: Have your say! 
This October we’ll elect a new federal government. Just as elected officials have responsibilities, 

so do their communities. People of faith are called to live out the responsibilities of citizenship 
and of discipleship, so the national church has prepared an election kit of questions and 
background info that can be used to talk through issues of national importance with your 
riding’s candidates. Find the whole kit here, and scroll down to the bottom for PDFs that have 
short backgrounders and questions on Indigenous rights, climate change, rights for people 
with disabilities, “conversion therapy” aimed at LGBTQIA+ people, and more. Choose a 
concern close to your heart and faith, and ask candidates at meetings, by email, your door, 
and on social media. 

Faithful Footprints workshop 
There will be a Greening Sacred Spaces workshop focusing on carbon reduction in religious 

buildings at St. Andrew’s College on October 22 at 7PM.  See the details.  The Faithful 
Footprints program provides ideas, tools and grants to help United Churches reduce their 
carbon pollution. They’ve just launched their regional hubs.  Check out ours, where some basic 
research on SaskPower grants has already been done for us: 
https://www.faithfulfootprints.org/regional-hubs.   

Living Apology outreach to diverse communities- your help needed 
The Living Apology is a journey approved at the 2015 General Council: a space for us to tell 

stories of both pain and transformation before, during and after the 1988 decision that sexual 
orientation was not a barrier to membership.  In the years since, equal marriage and the long 
delayed rights of Two Spirit, trans and non binary people became part of this conversation. 
This may eventually lead to a national church apology to Two Spirit and LGBTQIA+ people and 
communities.  The project would like your help reaching out to two broad groups: 
o LGBTQIA+ people who are racialized, Indigenous, Two-Spirt, and/or disabled—often 

marginalized within the LGBTQIA+ community in the United Church and wider society; 
o People who want to engage on the issue but have not yet done so.  We are looking for 

people willing to share their stories about conflict, growth, learning, and transformation. 
We’re looking for people who may have been on ‘the other side’ of the issue, have never 
talked about what happened in 1988, but during the last 30+ years have shifted into a 
place of openness and willingness to start talking about their experience, learnings and 
growth, and what it means to be affirming of LGBTQIA+ and Two-Spirit people. 

Read on for full info and contact information for this part of the project.  

 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/faith-and-politics
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/event/greening-sacred-spaces/
https://www.faithfulfootprints.org/regional-hubs
https://harbon.wordpress.com/2019/09/30/living-apology-outreach-to-diverse-communities-please-help/


Advent UnWrapped resource! 
We know, we know, who wants to think about Christmas. But this resource might make your 

Advent planning easier. Get ready for Christ(mas)! Advent—a holy, four-week countdown to 
Jesus’ birthday—begins on Sunday, December 1. Get ready to make room for Christ and the 
radical, counter-cultural messages that Christ brings. 

From now until Christmas, videos, prayers, family resources, and reflections that introduce and 
explore the Christmas story will be shared on our website and the new Advent Unwrapped 
Facebook page. You can also subscribe to the newsletter!  

Opportunities in the wider church 
These include the new Admissions Board, and overseas opportunities to the World Council of 

Churches and with partners in Palestine and Israel. Some have funding support; please 
consider these, and share.  Full details here.    

3. Upcoming Learning Opportunities:   
New Events on the Calendar  

Reminder! Check our Events calendar for local offerings and details on our Regional workshops 
and community events through this fall and spring.  And, United in Learning has its usual great 
line up of webinars, from trainings to talking money to theology. See their full list here.  Great 
suggestion from a recent Clusters conversation: watch a webinar together and discuss after, so 
both new school and old school people are fully included.  Bonus: one person can worry about 
the technology together, instead of everyone worrying about it separately.  

Regional and Cluster events: all posted to the calendar 

 Rural Churches Working Together, Saturday October 19, 1:00PM-4:00PM, 1-4 PM at St 
James United Church, Regina   

 Regional (Council) Party tour, a day of community, worship, and learning:  October 19 
Westview United Church, Yorkton  Full details here. 

 Greening Sacred Spaces, Tuesday, October 22 at St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon  Details 
 CANCELLED Regional Youth Rally!  Info: Kent Mohn, YAYAC minister, 

livingskiesYAYA@united-church.ca 

Canadian Council of Churches hosts “Christians In Canada Today” 
The Canadian Council of Churches celebrates its 75th anniversary in 2019. To mark the event 

we're hosting "Christians in Canada Today" -- a cross-Canada live-streamed event featuring 
dialogue with prominent church leaders interacting with participants across the country. 

In Regina, we'll be gathering at the Living Spirit Centre, 3018 Doan Drive, from 10:30 am to 1:30 
pm on Saturday, October 26th. We begin with worship together at 10:30 am, followed by the 
live-stream event from 11 am - 1 pm, and ending with lunch together. Lunch will be provided, 
with donations appreciated.   

Local hosting by the Regina Council of Churches and the Living Spirit Centre. Contact Rev. 
Amanda Currie at revfpc@sasktel.net if you have questions. Also see the poster with more 
information about the speakers and theme. 

Rural Leadership Conference on Community Evaluation, Church Planting and Collaborative 
Ministry  October 29-31, 2019 at Horizon College, Saskatoon  Watch for details coming soon. 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D24f6101ea1%26e%3D64b50ba4e0&data=02%7C01%7Cjgraham%40united-church.ca%7C8d818f7e3993441e27b408d7411bfc47%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637049460762357763&sdata=sLyi2mCzB4E9UdR949QCjE%2BvmHrFMpVQ%2FoTGntgyOZI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dc536debc41%26e%3D64b50ba4e0&data=02%7C01%7Cjgraham%40united-church.ca%7C8d818f7e3993441e27b408d7411bfc47%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637049460762357763&sdata=XWzllH6ExIyL3vWsdHCb79uiA6Qld8kj9Ca3w5ftSPM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Df65029274b%26e%3D64b50ba4e0&data=02%7C01%7Cjgraham%40united-church.ca%7C8d818f7e3993441e27b408d7411bfc47%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C637049460762367758&sdata=R%2BEnMt69DzShcsZoN92BifEkRjwsghYxY2jRcuBs5RE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.united-church.ca/opportunities
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/events/
https://www.united-in-learning.com/index.php/webinars
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/event/living-skies-regional-council-party-tour-yorkton/
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/event/greening-sacred-spaces/
mailto:livingskiesYAYA@united-church.ca
mailto:revfpc@sasktel.net
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/CCC-75-Years-Regina-Event.pdf


Advent Preparation Events 
Clergy and lay ministers are welcome to come to our Advent Preparation Events taking place in 

Saskatoon on Thursday, November 7 and Friday, November 8.  We have extended the finish 
times to ensure we benefit the most from our presenter, Archdeacon Doctor Dawna Wall and 
break out group facilitators: Rev. Dr. Iain Luke, Rev. Dr. William Richards, Rev. Matteo Carboni 
and Dr. Adam Wright.  And as many of us use the Revised Common Lectionary, we have 
opened this event up so that we can prepare for Advent together! 

For more information, please see the two posters:  Prepare Spiritually for Advent and Preparing 
for Advent Preaching.  The Thursday, November 7 Advent Evening Prayer is open to anyone 
and everyone.  The other two daytime events are designed for those who preach. 

KAIROS Prairies North regional meeting 
To be held November 15-16 in Edmonton.  KAIROS is the social justice coalition of the Canadian 

churches, and the United Church is a founding and very active member.  This annual gathering 
brings together ecumenical and interfaith kin from across AB, SK, and NWT.  Funding is 
available to help you attend!   https://www.facebook.com/events/2359457790976985 

Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre programming 
Queen’s House has posted their October and November upcoming programming on their 

website .  Please check out their offerings to see if there is something that would fit for you. 

4. Reminders: 
Financial Name Change 

The official name has now been changed on the bank account.  Cheques should now be made 
out to “Living Skies Regional Council”.   

The work of the Pastoral Relations Commission – Pastoral Relations Ponderings Vol 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Prepare-Spiritually-for-Advent-at-Public-Evening-Prayer-with-Archdeacon-Dawna-Wall-Draft-Four.pdf
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Preparing-for-Advent-Preaching-with-Archdeacon-Dawna-Wall-Draft-4-October-11-Ecumenical-Format.pdf
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Preparing-for-Advent-Preaching-with-Archdeacon-Dawna-Wall-Draft-4-October-11-Ecumenical-Format.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/2359457790976985
http://www.queenshouse.org/?page_id=4399
http://www.queenshouse.org/
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Pastoral-Relations-Pondering-Vol-8.pdf

