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1.  Living Skies News:  Prayer Cycle 2020; Parkland Restorative Justice looking for a United board 
member; Explorer Project 2020; The Anti-Poverty Ministry; Calling all photographers; 

2.  Wider Church Information:  Director sought to lead Designated Lay Ministry program; 
Opportunities to serve the global and national church; Hurricane Dorian Update; Reminder: 
Gifts with Vision, our alternative gift source for Christmas giving;  

3.  Upcoming Learning Opportunities:  Living Skies Event Calendar; Affirming and Affirming-curious 
retreat; Queen’s House programming; 

4.  Reminders:  Financial Name Change; Advent UnWrapped Resource; Pastoral Relations 
Ponderings #9; Regional Council Directory; Letter explaining the Regional Assessment; 
Shannon McCarthy sabbatical; 

1. Living Skies Regional Council News: 

Prayer Cycle for 2020 
The 2020 Prayer Cycle is now available on the old Conference website under Resources>Worship.  It 

begins on January 5 and continues to the end of 2020.  The Faith Formation Network hope that 
communities of faith will use this as a way to connect with other communities of faith by including 
them in weekly thought and prayers.  Take note of when your own community of faith is included and 
remember on that day the many others who are holding you in their prayers. 

Parkland Restorative Justice looking for a United board member 
Do you have an interest in social justice and live in the Prince Albert area? Parkland Restorative Justice, a 

faith based non profit of which Living Skies Regional Council is a member and supporter, is looking for 
new members to serve on their board of directors. 

Please click http://www.parklandrestorativejustice.com/become-a-board-member.html to find out more 
about the organization and becoming a director.  Dave Whalley has been Living Skies’ (and SK 
Conference’s) rep for many years, and is a restorative justice enthusiast.  Talk to Dave if you’d like to 
learn more about Parkland’s chaplaincy work with federal inmates.  His email is  ldwhalley@sasktel.net  

Explorer Project 2020 
So we're live! The Explorer Project for 2020 is officially "open for business".  For all the details see: 

https://www.united-church.ca/opportunities/explorer-project  Application deadline Dec. 16, 2019. 

The Anti-Poverty Ministry 
The Anti-Poverty Ministry is a Community Social Justice Ministry of the Living Skies Region.  The Anti-

Poverty Ministry provides individual advocacy services to people living in poverty throughout the Living 
Skies Region, provides public education on poverty issues, and promotes policies towards the 
elimination of poverty.  Over the past two years this ministry handled a caseload of 2,300 per year, 
which included individuals and families.  Your financial assistance is needed to keep this ministry and 
the advocacy services it provides available for vulnerable people in our communities. 
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Calling all photographers! 
The new website for Living Skies Regional Council is nearing completion.  The key piece that is missing is 

images from Living Skies.  This is where you come in – if you have a photo of your church building, an 
event in your community of faith, something that depicts the ministry you are involved in, send it to 
Bev Diebert bdiebert@united-church.ca.  If the image involves people, be sure you have their 
permission to share it.  Images should be in focus, not blurry, and bright.  Help us create a website that 
reflects how incredible it is to be people of faith in this corner of The United Church of Canada. 

2. Wider Church Information: 

Director sought to lead Designated Lay Ministry program  
St. Andrew’s College invites applications for a 3-year contract appointment as the Director of the 

Designated Lay Ministry Program (DLM), commencing Jan. 1, 2020.  The successful candidate will have 
academic graduate qualifications, or at a minimum an undergraduate degree, that demonstrates a 
theological and an appreciation of the practices and ethos of The United Church of Canada (UCCan). 

The successful candidate will be expected to administer, direct and coordinate the UCCan Designated Lay 
Ministry Program from St. Andrew’s College.  The candidate will be expected to administer materials, 
communicate with various UCCan bodies and support related to each student in the program. 

Download the full position description here. 
Please send applications in the form of a letter of application, a full curriculum vitae and the names and 

complete contact information (including e-mail addresses and phone numbers) of three referees, of 
which at least one must be academic, to Principal Richard Manley-Tannis at richard.manley-
tannis@usask.ca. 

The deadline for receipt of applications is December 06, 2019. 
All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply; however, Canadian citizens and permanent residents 

will be given priority. 
St. Andrew’s College is located on the campus of the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, as a 

theological college of The United Church of Canada, and a member of the Saskatoon Theological Union. 
The mission of St. Andrew’s College is to provide a justice-driven education for Christian leadership. St. 
Andrew’s has always been committed to contextual, cutting-edge theology, emphasizing the study of 
scripture, theology, history, ethics, education and pastoral care with careful attention to the 
significance of the gospel to the cultural, economic, and political realities of our time. St. Andrew’s is an 
Affirming Ministry of The United Church of Canada and welcomes people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities. 

Opportunities to serve the global and national church    All participants must be 18 and over. 
Partner Consultation on Gender and LGBTQI+ Inclusion, Manila   Closing Date: December 1, 2019 
 Pilgrim In Mission | March 15 – March 22 | $300 | Young Adults (ages 20-35)      

Food Security Learning Tour, India, CFGB    Closing Date:  December 15, 2019 
 Pilgrim in Mission | February 24 - March 5, 2020 | Approx $2500 (partial subsidies are available) 

Ecumenical Accompanier, EAPPI, Palestine-Israel     Closing Date: December 16, 2019 
 Companion in Mission | 3 months | Paid – Stipend   

To receive these invitations directly to your inbox, you may subscribe to “Jobs and Volunteer 
Opportunities” at https://www.united-church.ca/news-subscribe 

To invite a speaker, see our Invite a Speaker page.  More will be posted soon, as we have many returning 
participants from this past summer who are eager to share their experience and we are preparing the 
profiles to post. 

If you wish to know more about People in Partnership and how we can support people-to-people 
opportunities for you and your faith communities with Global partners, please be in touch, 
pip@united-church.ca  
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Hurricane Dorian update 
The people of the Bahamas continue to struggle with the aftermath of this terrible hurricane. Please have 

a look at this update on what United Church people have supported through our global partners, and 
continue to pray, educate, and give as you're able.  https://www.united-church.ca/news/hurricane-
dorian-recovery-and-reconstruction   See also this prayer for the survivors.  

Reminder: Gifts with Vision, our alternative gift source for Christmas giving  
Our gifts this Christmas can support community, the Earth, global partners, and much more. Have a look 

at https://giftswithvision.ca/ to give someone the gift of supporting projects and communities that 
offer healing, support, safe spaces, care for the Earth, and many other options.  

3. Upcoming Learning Opportunities:   
Living Skies Events Calendar  

Reminder: check https://www.sk.united-church.ca/events/ . Remember to send your Network and 
Cluster events to Bev Diebert (bdiebert@united-church.ca) or Julie Graham (jgraham@united-
church.ca)  

Looking ahead: 
Affirming and Affirming-curious retreat, May 19-21, Queen's House retreat centre, Saskatoon. 

Join the Living Skies community as we explore becoming Affirming: committing to a full and equal 
welcome of LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit people in all parts of the church and Canada. This will be a space 
for support, questions, prayer, learning, and fun (Dancing? Singing? Partying? You decide!) Whether 
your ministry is getting its feet wet or needs a re-energizer after years of being Affirming, this space is 
for you. Your energy and questions are welcome and needed. Watch the Rambler for details.  

Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre programming 
Queen’s House has posted their October and November upcoming programming on their website .  

Please check out their offerings to see if there is something that would fit for you. 

4. Reminders: 
Financial Name Change 

The official name has now been changed on the bank account.  Cheques should now be made out to 
“Living Skies Regional Council”.  Please pass this to anyone who may send a cheque to the Regional 

Council office. 

Advent UnWrapped resource! 
We know, we know, who wants to think about Christmas.  But this resource might make your Advent 

planning easier.  Get ready for Christ(mas)! Advent—a holy, four-week countdown to Jesus’ birthday—
begins on Sunday, December 1.  Get ready to make room for Christ and the radical, counter-cultural 
messages that Christ brings. 

From now until Christmas, videos, prayers, family resources, and reflections that introduce and explore 
the Christmas story will be shared on our website and the new Advent Unwrapped Facebook page.  You 
can also subscribe to the newsletter!  

The work of the Pastoral Relations Commission – Pastoral Relations Ponderings Vol 9 

Regional Council Directory 
The Regional Council Directory is now posted on the old Conference website in the same places that the 

Conference Directory was posted.  The password remains the same.  If you don’t remember the 
password, or never had it, please contact Bev at the Regional Council Office (306-704-0181) or any 
other staff member to get it. 
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Letter explaining the Regional Assessment sent to all Communities of Faith 
At the May 2019 regional gathering in Swift Current, the Regional Council voted to create a Regional 

assessment for two years. This will support ministries who are supported by mission support grants 
and, or, presbytery funds that disappeared with the restructuring. The assessment amounts will be sent 
out from General Council, but the Regional Council has written a letter to all Living Skies communities 
of faith explaining the decision. It was sent out by email directly to all communities of faith, so please 
let Bev Diebert know if your community did not receive the letter. Email her at bdiebert@united-
church.ca   

Here it is as a PDF. Please share widely, and note the invitation to find out more: 
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Living-Skies-RC-regional-assessment-

letter-Oct2019.pdf 

Shannon McCarthy Sabbatical 
Executive Minister, Shannon McCarthy will be away on sabbatical from December 1, 2019 – February 28, 

2020.  During this time Pastoral Relations Minister, Tracy Murton will be acting Executive Minister.  
Shannon will not be responding to phone calls or emails during her sabbatical, if you have urgent 
questions or concerns please contact the Regional Council Executive (via Tricia Gerhard via Jamie 
Mckay, Program Admin, jmckay@united-church.ca ) or the Pastoral Relations minister at 
tmurton@united-church.ca .  If it is a property matter please email the Property Commission Chair, 
Annette Taylor.  You can also contact the Regional Council office at livingskies@united-church.ca and 
your concern will be directed to the appropriate person or governance body. 
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