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1.  Living Skies News:  Pastoral Relations Ponderings #9; Circle Way training; Letter explaining the 
Regional Assessment; Regional Council Tour; Shannon McCarthy sabbatical;  

2.  Wider Church Information:  Hurricane Dorian Update; Reminder: Gifts with Vision, our 
alternative gift source for Christmas giving;  

3.  Upcoming Learning Opportunities:  Living Skies Event Calendar; A Free Flow Wellness Retreat – 
Deep Time: Nestling into Stillness; Affirming and Affirming-curious retreat; Queen’s House 
programming; 

4.  Reminders:  Financial Name Change; Living Skies Nominations, Grants, and Regional Gathering 
2020 Committees begin their work; Regional Council Directory; Advent UnWrapped Resource;  

1. Living Skies Regional Council News 

The work of the Pastoral Relations Commission – Pastoral Relations Ponderings Vol 9 

Circle Way training 
The Committee on Ministry Personnel Support has arranged for an opportunity to learn this method of 

group facilitation.  Here are the details:  Date:  January 7-9, 2020 at Four Pillars Retreat near Estevan 
Financial Investment: $375 per person (15 person minimum), and hostel-style bunkhouse 

accommodations at the retreat centre are an additional $166.50 for 2-night stay and all meals (total 
$541.50). These prices include GST & PST.  A hotel, if preferred, will have its own cost and would be 15 
minute drive away.  Cancellation policy is 25% of facilitation-only cost, or $93.75.  Funding is available 
from the Regional Council Continuing Education Fund. 

Please contact Michele Rowe at minister.mcuc@gmail.com should you have questions or wish to 
confirm.  Final deadline is November 22, 2019. 

Letter explaining the Regional Assessment sent to all Communities of Faith 
At the May 2019 regional gathering in Swift Current, the Regional Council voted to create a Regional 

assessment for two years. This will support ministries who are supported by mission support grants 
and, or, presbytery funds that disappeared with the restructuring. The assessment amounts will be sent 
out from General Council, but the Regional Council has written a letter to all Living Skies communities 
of faith explaining the decision. It was sent out by email directly to all communities of faith, so please 
let Bev Diebert know if your community did not receive the letter. Email her at bdiebert@united-
church.ca   

Here it is as a PDF. Please share widely, and note the invitation to find out more: 
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Living-Skies-RC-regional-assessment-

letter-Oct2019.pdf 

Regional Council Tour 
This fall, over 100 people participated in three events designed to fulfil the responsibility of the Regional 

Council for the health, joy and excellence in ministry practice.  Folks expressed deep appreciation for 
the opportunity to worship, learn and share a meal together.  Special thanks to the congregations of 
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Minto United in Moose Jaw, St. Martin’s United in Saskatoon, and Westview United in Yorkton for the 
amazing hospitality of the staff and volunteers who hosted the events, as well as the members of the 
Regional Council and the Committee on Lay Leadership Support who participated in interviews for 
Licensed Lay Worship Leaders.  The final two installations of this format will occur in the spring – March 
14 in Prince Albert, and May 9 in Weyburn.  Stay tuned for registration information and a request for 
workshop suggestions after Christmas. 

Shannon McCarthy Sabbatical 
Executive Minister, Shannon McCarthy will be away on sabbatical from December 1, 2019 – February 28, 

2020.  During this time Pastoral Relations Minister, Tracy Murton will be acting Executive Minister.  
Shannon will not be responding to phone calls or emails during her sabbatical, if you have urgent 
questions or concerns please contact the Regional Council Executive (via Tricia Gerhard via Jamie 
Mckay, Program Admin, jmckay@united-church.ca ) or the Pastoral Relations minister at 
tmurton@united-church.ca .  If it is a property matter please email the Property Commission Chair, 
Annette Taylor.  You can also contact the Regional Council office at livingskies@united-church.ca and 
your concern will be directed to the appropriate person or governance body. 

2. Wider Church Information: 

Hurricane Dorian update 
The people of the Bahamas continue to struggle with the aftermath of this terrible hurricane. Please have 

a look at this update on what United Church people have supported through our global partners, and 
continue to pray, educate, and give as you're able.  https://www.united-church.ca/news/hurricane-
dorian-recovery-and-reconstruction   See also this prayer for the survivors.  

Reminder: Gifts with Vision, our alternative gift source for Christmas giving  
Our gifts this Christmas can support community, the Earth, global partners, and much more. Have a look 

at https://giftswithvision.ca/ to give someone the gift of supporting projects and communities that 
offer healing, support, safe spaces, care for the Earth, and many other options.  

3. Upcoming Learning Opportunities:   
Living Skies Events Calendar  

Reminder: check https://www.sk.united-church.ca/events/ . Remember to send your Network and 
Cluster events to Bev Diebert (bdiebert@united-church.ca) or Julie Graham (jgraham@united-
church.ca)  

A Free Flow Wellness Retreat, Deep Time: Nestling into Stillness, Tues., Dec. 3 (4 pm) - Thurs., Dec. 5 
(2 pm), Qu'Appelle House of Prayer, Fort Qu'Appelle, SK 

This retreat invites us to slow our lives down, and cross the threshold of deep time where we can listen 
for our deeper wisdom, experience personal growth, and enhance our physical and creative energy, 
and our sense of inner peace.  The book "Listening Below the Noise" by Anne LeClaire will be our 
companion throughout this retreat as we float back and forth between silence and solitude, and 
learning, reflecting and sharing. For full details check https://www.freeflowwellness.ca/retreats  
(Registration deadline is Nov 18) 

Looking ahead: 
Affirming and Affirming-curious retreat, May 19-21, Queen's House retreat centre, Saskatoon. 

Join the Living Skies community as we explore becoming Affirming: committing to a full and equal 
welcome of LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit people in all parts of the church and Canada. This will be a space 
for support, questions, prayer, learning, and fun (Dancing? Singing? Partying? You decide!) Whether 
your ministry is getting its feet wet or needs a re-energizer after years of being Affirming, this space is 
for you. Your energy and questions are welcome and needed. Watch the Rambler for details.  
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Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre programming 
Queen’s House has posted their October and November upcoming programming on their website .  

Please check out their offerings to see if there is something that would fit for you. 

4. Reminders: 
Financial Name Change 

The official name has now been changed on the bank account.  Cheques should now be made out to 
“Living Skies Regional Council”.  Please pass this to anyone who may send a cheque to the Regional 

Council office. 

Living Skies Nominations, Grants, and Regional Gathering 2020 Committees begin their work 
We’re about ten months into the restructuring of Conference and presbyteries into the sixteen Regional Councils 

and continue to create the many groups needed to offer leadership of all kinds.  
The Grants, Nominations, and Regional Gathering Planning Committees have each begun their work in earnest this 

month, and are starting to grapple with how the structural changes will affect their tasks.  At ten months, the 
average baby is crawling and has a few teeth, so we’re doing well!  

Nominations will continue to find people to serve in a wide range of capacities and roles across our Region, and 
they welcome your ideas and support.  The Grants Committee will decide on key areas of funding such as Mission 
Support grants, the special Regional assessment decided on at the 2019 regional gathering, and other grants 
related to specific program areas.  The Regional Gathering committee takes the lead on planning all of the million 
details that go into the agenda and hosting of our May 21-24 2020 gathering in Humboldt.  All of these are vital to 
the ministry of our Regional Council. 

Grants Committee: Barry Balls, Herb Conrad, Cindy Goodman, Leslee Whalley (chair). Staff support: Heather 
Dootoff, Julie Graham 

Nominations Committee: Beth Baerwald, Carolyn Connaroe (chair), Susan Reed (chair), Yvonne Terry, 
Jeanette Warrian. Staff support: Julie Graham 

Regional Gathering 2020 planning committee: Barb MacNaughton (chair); Bonnie Morton; Hoeun Lee; 
Rob Reed (regional gathering convener); Darrel Reine;  Local arrangements Westminster United 
Church): Carol Oleksyn, Allison Sarauer. Staff support: Bev Diebert 

Regional Council Directory 
The Regional Council Directory is now posted on the old Conference website in the same places that the 

Conference Directory was posted.  The password remains the same.  If you don’t remember the 
password, or never had it, please contact Bev at the Regional Council Office (306-704-0181) or any 
other staff member to get it. 

Advent UnWrapped resource! 
We know, we know, who wants to think about Christmas.  But this resource might make your Advent 

planning easier.  Get ready for Christ(mas)! Advent—a holy, four-week countdown to Jesus’ birthday—
begins on Sunday, December 1.  Get ready to make room for Christ and the radical, counter-cultural 
messages that Christ brings. 

From now until Christmas, videos, prayers, family resources, and reflections that introduce and explore 
the Christmas story will be shared on our website and the new Advent Unwrapped Facebook page.  You 
can also subscribe to the newsletter!  
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