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reminder to engage with our chaplaincies;  Did you know there is a St. Andrew’s College 
International Student Bursary?;  Letter explaining the Regional Assessment sent to all 
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2.  Wider Church Information:  Thanking the government for upholding Palestinian rights; 
Opportunities to service the wider church; 

3.  Upcoming Learning Opportunities:  Living Skies Event Calendar Highlights; SAVE THE DATE – 
Church Office Administrators retreat; Queen’s House programming; 

4.  Reminders:  Financial Name Change; Parkland Restorative Justice looking for a United board 
member; Hiring Announcement; Pastoral Relations Ponderings #10; Prayer Cycle 2020; Calling 
all photographers!; Global Climate Conference: United Church participation; Disabilities: a 
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Epiphany blessings and happy new year to Living Skies! 
Please enjoy this prayer of blessing from Jan Richardson. 

1. Living Skies Regional Council News: 
Would you share your time and talents? 

If you are thinking about new things to take on for 2020, would you consider being a Pastoral Charge 
Supervisor or a Regional Council Liaison?  We are looking for folks who are interested in sharing some 
of their time and gifts of accompaniment and presence with other communities of faith in Living Skies 
Regional Council.  The new regulations allow for this work to be done remotely so you could support 
anyone across the province from the comfort of your home!  If either of these roles sound interesting 
to you, contact Tracy Murton, Pastoral Relations Minister tmurton@united-church.ca who will 
ecstatically, enthusiastically and gratefully be in touch. 

South Sask Hospital Chaplaincy worship resources and a reminder to engage with our chaplaincies 
Our two hospital chaplaincies are still going strong.  The United Church restructuring a year ago created 

some real challenges, and in the absence of Presbyteries and presbytery funding, the chaplaincies need 
our support and engagement.  Lorna King, chaplain for the South, has created a series of worship 
resources for communities of faith: please use them! Access them here. 

And please remember to keep the chaplaincies, and chaplains Lorna King and Cathy Coates, in both our 
prayers and our contacts.  United Church chaplains are highly trained, and offer inclusive, skilled 
support not only to our congregants, but to all who are in need no matter their spiritual path or 
identity.  Conversations about the difficult topic of Medical Assistance in Dying are also part of the 
chaplaincies’ work, as the United Church is open to these conversations and the option of MAiD.  

Did you know there is a St. Andrew’s College International Student Bursary? 
Donated funds will be accepted by St. Andrew’ College to be awarded as a bursary to one international 

student annually.  Watch for details about this bursary in the next Regional Rambler. 

https://paintedprayerbook.com/2009/12/31/epiphany-blessing-the-house/
mailto:tmurton@united-church.ca
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/isyczydcwecvk2s/AACARP58GdBHEWqR_5N1KgDla


Letter explaining the Regional Assessment sent to all Communities of Faith 
At the May 2019 regional gathering in Swift Current, the Regional Council voted to create a Regional 

assessment for two years.  This will support ministries who are supported by mission support grants 
and / or presbytery funds that disappeared with the January 2019 United Church restructuring.  The 
assessment amounts will be sent out from General Council, but the Regional Council has written a 
letter to all Living Skies communities of faith explaining the decision.  It was sent out by email directly 
to all communities of faith, so please let Bev Diebert know if your community did not receive the letter. 
Email her at bdiebert@united-church.ca    Here it is as a PDF. Please share widely, and note the 
invitation to find out more. 

Coffee and conversations: Networks / Clusters in Living Skies; Intercultural ministry in the West 
A year into the restructuring, we all continue to experience bumps as well as gifts.  One of the ongoing 

needs (and struggles) is the chance to connect in different ways about different interests.  To that end, 
you’re invited to these short coffee and conversations on Zoom (video call with the option to dial in for 
audio): 

January 16, 10:00AM - 11:30AM (max), Living Skies Networks and Clusters check in: Are you part of a 
Network or Cluster, or wish you were? Bring your coffee to your computer for an hour and come hear 
and discuss how things are going, and where we can support one another. 

February 4, 1:30 - 3:00PM SK time: Western Intercultural Network coffee and chai: join this emerging 
cross Prairie network for conversation about our joys, challenges, and practices in intercultural ministry 
and practices in the United Church in the Prairie provinces, NW ON, and BC.  Hosted by the emerging 
Western Intercultural Network.  

(These are in addition to the events listed on our calendar- see below). For the yet-to-be set Zoom link 
and more information, contact Julie Graham, jgraham@united-church.ca  or watch the events 
calendar.  

2. Wider Church Information: 
Thanking the government for upholding Palestinian rights 

In November 2019 – for the first time since 2005 – Canada voted in favour of a United Nations General 
Assembly resolution in support of Palestinian self-determination.  The resolution (74/69) condemns 
illegal settlements and the Israeli occupation. 

Resolution 74/69 reflects Canada’s long-held official policy for Palestine and Israel, particularly Canada’s 
condemnation of the military occupation and continued construction of illegal Israeli settlements, as 
outlined in the Fourth Geneva Convention.  Through many changes in government and political parties, 
this crucial Canadian policy has not changed.  Our Palestinian and Israeli global partners see self 
determination as one key piece in creating a future free of violence in the region. 

Joining with partners such as the Mennonite Central Committee, we want to take the time to thank the 
government for their important shift in this direction!  We see this as a crucial step and feel it’s 
important to tell our elected officials when we feel something positive has been accomplished.  Please 
use this link, created by MCC, to communicate this to key elected officials.  

Opportunities to serve the wider church 
As always, please look at the current opportunities.  (We won’t reprint them here.)  Please note in 

particular the need for Indigenous and non Indigenous representation on the new structures for the 
Indigenous church.  Young adults in particular: you’re needed.  This is a very important opportunity. 
The deadline is January 23.  

All of us can contribute to our church diversifying its governance and representation, and your help is 
vital to finding people (new and veteran) whose skills are needed.  Forget high tech: personal invitation 
still remains the most effective ways to encourage people to discern.   

Congratulations to two Living Skies members who will be taking on new roles: Mitchell Anderson for the 
General Secretary search committee, and Nobuko Iwai as an alternate to the next General Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches, September 2021.    

mailto:bdiebert@united-church.ca
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Living-Skies-RC-regional-assessment-letter-Oct2019.pdf
mailto:jgraham@united-church.ca
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/events/
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/events/
https://undocs.org/A/C.3/74/L.58
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.33_GC-IV-EN.pdf
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/advocacy/campaigns/thank-canadian-government-recent-un-vote
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/advocacy/campaigns/thank-canadian-government-recent-un-vote
https://www.united-church.ca/opportunities


3. Upcoming Learning Opportunities:   
Living Skies Events Calendar  

Check out the calendar! We love the calendar, all hail the calendar!  https://www.sk.united-
church.ca/events/ 

Highlights: 
March 6 - 8: Regional Confirmation Retreat, Saskatoon. This gathering is for youth Grades 9-12 in the 

entire region, and will be a safe space to explore questions of faith and the role of the United Church in 
your spiritual journey. More details to come: please hold the dates! Facebook event:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/1377196592455439/  

March 14 (may change to March 21): Regional Party community and workshop gathering, Calvary 
United Church, Prince Albert. 

March 14: Affirming PIE Day! Local events all over the region, to eat pie, draw the circle wide, and 
strategize on a real and radical welcome for LGBTQIA+ people in our faith communities. www.pieday.ca 
for free videos, planning materials, and event registration.  

April 24: Women’s retreat for the whole Region, Calvary United, Prince Albert. 

May 9: Regional Party, Grace United Church, Weyburn. 

May 19 - 21: Regional Affirming Retreat, at Queen’s House of Retreats, Saskatoon. All who support a 
deep welcome to LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit people are welcome. Worship, community, coffee, music, 
listening, strategizing, and support.  

May 21 - 24: Annual regional gathering, Living Skies Regional Council, and Service of Praise, Humboldt.  

SAVE THE DATE:  Monday, October 19 - Wednesday, October 21 - Church Office Administrators Retreat 
in Saskatoon, SK.  

Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre programming 
Queen’s House has posted their October and November upcoming programming on their website .  

Please check out their offerings to see if there is something that would fit for you. 

4. Reminders: 
Financial Name Change 

The official name has now been changed on the bank account.  Cheques should now be made out to 
“Living Skies Regional Council”.  Please pass this to anyone who may send a cheque to the Regional 

Council office. 

Parkland Restorative Justice looking for a United board member 
Do you have an interest in social justice and live in the Prince Albert area? Parkland Restorative Justice, a 

faith based non profit of which Living Skies Regional Council is a member and supporter, is looking for 
new members to serve on their board of directors. 

Please click http://www.parklandrestorativejustice.com/become-a-board-member.html to find out more 
about the organization and becoming a director.  Dave Whalley has been Living Skies’ (and SK 
Conference’s) rep for many years, and is a restorative justice enthusiast.  Talk to Dave if you’d like to 
learn more about Parkland’s chaplaincy work with federal inmates.  His email is  ldwhalley@sasktel.net  

Hiring Announcement – Julie Graham 
Living Skies Regional Council is pleased to announce the hiring of a Justice and Communications Minister, 

Julie Graham.  Julie will work with Northern Spirit, Living Skies and Prairie to Pine Regional Councils on 
a full time basis.  Julie has most recently been on staff with Saskatchewan Conference and Living Skies 
Regional Council serving as program staff relating to Saskatchewan Conference’s clusters and networks 
and helping Living Skies Regional Council transition into the new system.   

https://www.sk.united-church.ca/events/
https://www.sk.united-church.ca/events/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1377196592455439/
http://www.pieday.ca/
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Julie has a long history working with justice organizations including KAIROS and Affirm United/ S’affirmer 
Ensemble.  She is a writer, adult educator, workshop facilitator, Blanket Exercise facilitator, and English 
as a Second Language teacher.  She has had the privilege of working with global South and Indigenous 
partners throughout her work in the United Church and these relationships are an important part of 
her life in the church. 

We are pleased to have Julie on staff with all three regional councils working with the Executives to help 
us live out our purpose (The Manual C.2.4); focus on the priorities of the justice work within the 
regional councils; and, assist us in our communication with Communities of Faith and within our 
clusters and networks.  Julie’s passion and dedication towards justice, reconciliation, right-relationships 
and intercultural ministry will be an asset as we move forward as a justice seeking church. 

Julie will be based out of her home office in Saskatoon and can be reached at jgraham@united-church.ca 
or 306-244-2157.  

The work of the Pastoral Relations Committee - Pastoral Relations Ponderings Vol 10  

Prayer Cycle for 2020 
The 2020 Prayer Cycle is now available on the old Conference website under Resources>Worship.  It 

begins on January 5 and continues to the end of 2020.  The Faith Formation Network hope that 
communities of faith will use this as a way to connect with other communities of faith by including 
them in weekly thought and prayers.  Take note of when your own community of faith is included and 
remember on that day the many others who are holding you in their prayers. 

Calling all photographers! 
The new website for Living Skies Regional Council is nearing completion.  The key piece that is missing is 

images from Living Skies.  This is where you come in – if you have a photo of your church building, an 
event in your community of faith, something that depicts the ministry you are involved in, send it to 
Bev Diebert at bdiebert@united-church.ca.  If the image involves people, be sure you have their 
permission to share it.  Images should be in focus, not blurry, and bright.  Help us create a website that 
reflects how incredible it is to be people of faith in this corner of The United Church of Canada. 

Global Climate Conference: United Church participation 
The United Church has a small delegation at the annual Conference of the Parties in Madrid, Spain. This 

gathering brings together scientists, governments, businesses, and citizens to track progress on 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and negotiate new agreements. The church continues to prioritise 
Indigenous voices, as their lands and rights are strongly impacted not only by climate change, but by 
resource extraction related to it. Here’s an intro to our delegates and what they’re doing.  

Disabilities: a theology of inclusion (short video) 
To honour the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, the United Church offers this personal 

reflection from Lynda Katsuno. Disabilities are one part of the Intercultural vision for the church, and a 
part that sometimes gets overlooked despite the reality that many church members and Canadians live 
with disabilities- and bring perspectives that need to shape our theology and expressions of our faith. 
Please have a look, and share in your community of faith if your technology permits. 
https://youtu.be/q-yG2kTmEOU   
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