
SOME EXCITING CHANGES ARE COMING! 
 
Our Covid hibernation has given us the opportunity to look at 
our entire Christian Education program including Sunday 
School, Youth Groups, Confirmation and Adult Bible Study 
programs. We have also looked at what our goals are for the 
faith formation of our children and youth. 
 
One concern that comes up time and time again, “How do we 
keep youth interested in attending church after they are 
confirmed?” For that, we simply look at the churches that have 
a good record of holding onto youth and young adults in 
worship.  
 
Theology, music style, worship style, and all the other things 
we usually think of do not seem to matter when it comes to 
retaining youth in the worship life of the church. The one thing 
that churches who do a good job of retaining youth in worship have in common is that they 
include children in worship. They have Sunday School at a time outside of worship. Professor 
of Christian Education, Dr. Karen Tye, has said, “When we have taught our children to not 
attend church it should not surprise us that they end up not attending church.” The only 
solution to keeping our children in church after confirmation begins with having them in church 
before confirmation.   
 
This year we will have Sunday School from 10 AM to 10:45 AM, right after our 9 AM service. 
Parents who are not teaching Sunday School will be able to enjoy fellowship time together, 
and we are looking at a couple of different Adult Sunday School programs focused on 
parenting for faith that might interest some as well. 
 
We know, some may object that they want to get going right after the 9 AM service because 
their Sundays are busy and that is fine. The Christian formation children receive in worship is 
far more important for their long-term faith development than Sunday School. 
 
As Dr. Tye has said, “I am a Christian educator. I have a vested interest in keeping vibrant 
Sunday School programs thriving. But, if you have to choose between worship or Sunday 
School, it is not a contest--choose worship.” Choosing worship is best for the long-term health 
of the congregation and, as it turns out, the long-term faith formation of our children as well. 
 
Pastor Mike is working with our C.E. Team to make worship more interesting for our children. 
We will be asking children to participate in worship in various ways: Acolytes, leading the 
Lord’s Prayer, participating in prayer time, bringing the offering baskets forward and other 
ways to engage them in worship practice. We will be asking our confirmands to be liturgists. 
This change will also allow those Sunday School teachers who miss being in worship to attend 
worship (they may leave a little early to get ready, but they will enjoy most of the worship 

service). It will also allow Pastor Mike to visit our Sunday School rooms and get to know the children 
better. 
 
We also hope this change will give us the opportunity to spend a few more minutes with each other in 
Fellowship Time. We have missed each other over the past 19 months. Having an extra cup of coffee 
with friends may be just what we need. 
 
 

TLDR: 
• Need	to	keep	youth	coming	
to	church	after	
Confirmation.	

• To	do	that,	need	to	have	
them	in	church	during	their	
whole	childhood.	
	
Starting	Sept.	19:	

• Worship	at	9am		
• Sunday	School	at	10am.	
• Kids	in	worship	the	whole	
hour.	

 


