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Baptisms At Saint Stephens United Church of Christ ... 
Introduction  

We believe that baptism is both God’s gift and our human response to that gift. Through the sacrament 
of baptism, Christians are brought into union with Christ, with each other and with the church. Baptism 
with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign of 
their participation in God’s Kingdom, and the beginning of the new growth into full Christian faith and life. 

The Significance of Baptism 

The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of God. Through baptism, a person 
is joined with the universal church, the body of Christ. In baptism, God works in us the power of 
forgiveness, the renewal of the spirit, and the knowledge of the call to be God’s people always. 

Questions about Baptism 

 How does baptism take place? 

Baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the sign and seal of our common discipleship. Since baptism is 
God’s gift, the Holy Spirit is called to be upon the water and those being baptized. The act of baptism also 
marks the beginning of a new life of discipleship with Christ, the human response to that gift. 

 Why is water used? 

Water is an essential element of baptism. Water is a prominent symbol of cleansing and life in the Bible—
the water of creation, the great flood, the liberation of Israel through the sea, the water of Mary’s womb, 
the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, the woman at the well, and Jesus’ washing of the feet of the 
disciples. That is why water is visibly present in the service. In the United Church of Christ, the mode of 
baptism is a matter of choice. Some traditions use sprinkling, some pouring, and some immersion. 

 Who can be baptized? 

Infants, children, youth and adults may be baptized at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ. For infants 
and children, as well as for youth and adults who have never been baptized before, baptism marks their 
acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of God’s grace and forgiveness, and the 
beginning of their Christian faith and life. The United Church of Christ recognizes the validity of all 
baptisms, therefore there is no need for re-baptism. If there is a question about whether Baptism has 
taken place, a conditional phrase may be added as a person is baptized, such as “if you are not already 
baptized.” It is a well-accepted practice, however, for people to renew their baptismal vows in a service 
of baptismal renewal, such as the Order for Renewal of Baptism in the UCC Book of Worship. 

Baptismal Policy 

Baptism is a personal celebration in the lives of individual candidates and their families. Inasmuch as the 
promise of the gospel is not only to us, but also to our children, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is 
the mark of their acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their participation in 
God’s forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and discipleship. (Book of 
Worship, United Church of Christ) To this end, parents, sponsors and Saint Stephens make promises to 
God to raise the child/children or adult/adults in a Christian community and support each other in our 
efforts to guide them in the way of the gospel, and into faithful service in Christ’s church. For this reason, 
baptisms at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ are held during worship and not privately. Baptisms 
may take place at any worship service where the community is gathered. 
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Here are the questions the pastor will ask: 

I ask you now, as parents and sponsors, is it your desire to have this child baptized this day?  
Do you promise, with God’s grace, by your own teaching and example, to lead this child toward an 

understanding of the Christian faith? 
Will you seek to raise this child in the life of a community of faith?  
Will you seek to learn the meaning of Jesus’ teachings together with fellow travelers through this life?  
Will you, to the best you are able, give this child all the opportunity to experience the religious and 

spiritual lives, so that when he [or she] comes of age, he [or she] may faithfully choose a faith of 
his [or her] own? 

Scheduling the Date for a Baptism 

We ask that you complete the Baptism Information Form on the last page of this packet. Mark down your 
preferred date for the baptism plus one or two alternative dates. Complete the form as much as you know, 
even if you aren’t sure who the sponsors will be yet. You can always get that information to us later.  
Return the Baptism Information Form to the church office as soon as possible. 

Once the completed form is received by Saint Stephens, the pastor will look at the dates provided, giving 
preference given to the preferred date, and check to see whether that date or the alternate dates work 
with our liturgical and activity calendar and that there isn’t a baptism already scheduled for the dates. 
Once a date is selected, you will be notified, and the baptism will be scheduled on our church calendar. 

If circumstances require baptism to take place outside of corporate worship, members of the local church, 
if possible, may participate in the ceremony with the pastor. In urgent circumstances, such as imminent 
death, any Christian may perform the baptism. 

Baptism Procedure on the Day of the Baptism 

During Worship, the pastor will call the family and sponsors of the one about to be baptized to come 
forward to the baptismal font. At baptism, the parents/guardians and sponsors make promises before 
God and the congregation that the child/children or adult/adults shall be raised in a Christian 
environment. Saint Stephens United Church of Christ commits itself and its members to provide support 
and opportunities so that parents/guardians and the one baptized may live out their baptismal promises. 
Its members will provide love, support and care for the newest member and their family. (The questions 
the pastor will ask are on the previous page.) 

At the conclusion of the baptism, parents/guardians and each sponsor will receive a Certificate of Baptism. 
Parents should keep it in a safe place and give it to their child at adulthood, as some churches ask to see 
baptismal certificates when marrying.  

Sharing In the Joy of Baptism 

We invite you to submit a photo of your child in their baptismal clothing, taken either during or after the 
baptism service, which may be used for publication in The Interpreter, our monthly newsletter, and/or on 
our website if you consent to publish your child’s name and photo.  

Photos may be sent to:  terra@ststephensucc.net for inclusion and should be sent ASAP so they may be 
published in a timely manner. 
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Sponsors And Godparents 
 

Parents, in consultation with the pastor, may choose sponsors or Godparents for infants and young 
children who are to be baptized. Other candidates for baptism may also be given this opportunity to have 
sponsors. At the time of the baptism service, the sponsors, who accompany the candidates and present 
them for baptism may make promises identical to the promises of the parents concerning their role. 

Reasons for having Godparents 

The practice of having sponsors/godparents originally developed in the early church because Christians 
were persecuted and often killed for their faith. Knowing the uncertainty of their lives, Christian parents 
would invite Christian friends or relatives to make solemn promises to bring up the child in the faith. 

Our world is still filled with change and uncertainty. It is good to know that if something should happen 
to the parents/guardians, a specific indivdual has promised to see that the child is brought up in the faith 
and in a worshiping community. 

Sponsor / Godparent Promises 

The specific form of the promises made by godparents/sponsors in the ceremony of baptism may vary, 
but their meaning is universally the same. You are asked to reaffirm your faith and to promise, with God’s 
help, to care for your godchild’s well-being, especially the child’s faith. Your promise is also to help the 
parents/guardians fulfill their Christian responsibilities to the child. The relationship that you now have 
with the family will grow and deepen as you continue to care for this child with his or her 
parents/guardians. 

Specific things you can do 

The practical suggestions that follow are quite general. You are encouraged to use your imagination and 
develop specific ways of demonstrating your continuing care for your godchild as he or she grows. 

• Because you are a godparent/sponsor, it is important that you participate in the child’s baptism.  
At the service, you might present your godchild before the congregation and accompany the 
child to the baptism font.  During the service you will publicly acknowledge your promises. 

• Include the child in your prayer life.   

• Remember your godchild’s birthday or baptism day--a phone call, a card, or even a gift may be 
appropriate. 

• In some cultures, the godparent gives the child a special candle that is lit each year to 
commemorate the baptism and to symbolize the child’s growing faith. 

• When considering an appropriate birthday/baptism day gift, your church staff may be of 
assistance in selecting age-appropriate faith-learning materials your godchild can enjoy. 

• Visit your godchild.  Spend some time listening to their experiences in Sunday School or worship.   

• Invite your godchild to visit you.  This might be on special occasions such as birthdays or 
graduations, or to celebrate an accomplishment, such as a first bicycle ride or first day of school. 

• On your godchild’s baptism day, rededicate yourself to your promises and encourage your 
godchild’s parent/guardians to do the same.  Take time to reflect on your godchild’s growth in the 
faith and spirit.
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BAPTISM INFORMATION FORM 

PREFERRED DATE FOR BAPTISM   

OTHER AVAILABLE DATES    

NAME OF PERSON TO BE BAPTIZED: M           F   

MAIDEN NAME:   

DATE OF BIRTH   PLACE OF BIRTH   

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME   

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE   

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME   

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE   
     
ADDRESS   

CITY/STATE   

PHONE NUMBER(S)     

EMAIL    
     
SIBLING NAMES   

MATERNAL GRANDPARENTS   

PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS   
     
NAME OF SPONSOR   

NAME OF SPONSOR   

NAME OF SPONSOR   

NAME OF SPONSOR   
     
MAY WE PUBLISH THE NAME OF THE PERSON BEING BAPTIZED?  NO  YES 

MAY WE PUBLISH A PHOTO OF THE PERSON BEING BAPTIZED?  NO  YES 
     

DATE OF BAPTISM     

PASTOR’S NAME    

PASTOR’S SIGNATURE    

DATE     
     

 
 


