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YOU are welcome here. 
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JUNE 

 

Five churches—Our Saviors Lutheran, Calvary Lutheran, 
Christ United Methodist, Ascension Episcopal, and Saint 
Stephens UCC—are coming together to host a shared 

church service on June 14 at the beautiful Hillview 
Wedding Barn, located at W3651 Hillview Rd, Merrill. The 
service will begin at 10 AM, and a potluck and hayride will 

follow. 
 

Please note that Saint Stephens UCC will not hold an 
in-person service on June 14; instead, we will offer a 

pre-recorded service for our livestream and radio 
broadcast. Pastor Mike will be on the mission trip. 

 
If you plan to attend the potluck, please sign up to bring a 

dish to share so we can determine how much meat to order! 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday       8:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
Tuesday      8:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
Wednesday 8:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
Thursday     CLOSED 
Friday          8:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

We know that summers can get busy, but this is a wonderful 
opportunity for our church members to come together and 

enjoy fellowship outside of Sunday service. Join us on 
Wednesday, June 10 @ 6 PM, for dinner at Charlie's 

Texas Smokehouse Bar and Grill in Wausau.  
 

This will be a casual gathering where we can converse about 
life and share a meal together. Please note that the cost of 
the meal will be at your own expense. If you're interested in 

attending, please sign up at the kiosk or call the church office 
so we can make an accurate reservation based on the 

number of attendees. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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 I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one." (John 17:11b, NRSVUE) 
 
 On the last Sunday of Easter, as we approached Pentecost, we learned that 
Jesus was and is praying for us. The fully human Jesus, facing his arrest and 
crucifixion, was praying for us. That we would have the strength and vision to 
live out our lives following him, certainly, and, in that moment, that we would be 
as one. 

 On June 14, 15 of us will be traveling to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi. Started back in 
the 1920s by the German Evangelical churches in the area as the Fishermen’s Mission, we will be 
participating in some construction projects, food pantry, a day center for the homeless and a soup 
kitchen. With a lot of work and ministry opportunities, we will be busy using the various gifts God has 
given us. 
 One of the ways we fulfill Jesus’ final prayer that we may all be one is to participate in the mission 
trip in whatever way possible. Many of you have helped with the fundraising dinners and have supported 
the mission by attending the dinners and bringing friends. 
 We now ask you to continue your participation by praying for us. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board as a pledge to pray for our group every day. I ask you to set aside a time each day to focus on 
that prayer. Pray for our strength, our ability to work together and, most of all, our being open to the 
Spirit to see and learn from the people we will be serving.   
 Mission trips help the people we are able to help but they also change the lives and help mature 
the faith of those of us on the trip. Pray that our hearts and minds will be open and the Spirit will be at 
work through us and in us. 
 We will be posting an update every night on our church Facebook page. We will also be 
recording some videos to use when we report back to all of you on what we did and what we learned. 
 I ask you to simply set aside some time to pray for us. I would be so grateful to know that you 
are lifting us up in your prayers.  In the ways of God and in the unity of Christ’s church, you will be right 
there with us as we welcome the outcast, listen to the stories of the people struggling with 
homelessness, provide a listening ear to the veterans served in the veterans service ministry, and meet 
the other people we will be serving. You will be with us. We will share some of those moments with you 
when we return. 
 May God bless you while we are apart and may God bless the mission trip team as we go forth 
to love and serve the Lord.   
  

 Peace,   Pastor Mike 
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June 5 & 6 – E-Cycling Event 
June 10 – Adult Night Out 
June 13 – Fill the Gazebo 
June 14 – Special Sunday Service @ Barn  
June 18 & 19 – Office Closed 
June 20 – Haven Annual Benefit 
 
 
 

 
JUNE LECTIONARY READINGS 

 
June 7, Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen 12:1-9   Ps 33:1-12 
Hos 5:15-66   Rom 4:13-25 
Matt 9:9-13, 18-26 
 

June 14, Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen 18:1-15   Ps 116:1-2, 12-19 
Ex 19:2-8a   Rom 5:1-8 
Matt 9:35-10:8 
 

June 21, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Acts 1:6-14   Ps 68:1-10,32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14,5:6-11 John 17:1-11 
 

June 28, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen 22:1-14   Ps 13 
Jer 28:5-9   Rom 6:12-28 
 

+ These are the lectionary readings for 
Sundays.  Not all readings will be used 
every Sunday.  These are provided for 
your study and devotion. 

 

On June 21, to all of our congregations' 
fathers! 

 

JUNE RADIO BROADCASTS 
 

All Sundays in June are available 
for sponsorship. 

 
      June 7, 14, 21, 28 

 
 
 
 

 
June Livestream is 

sponsored by Mike & 
Penny Hommerding 

 
 

June 7: In memory of parents Arthur & Ramona 
Burrows.  
 
June 16: In memory of parents William & Dorothy 
Hommerding. 
 
June 23: In memory of family and friends. 
 
June 30: In honor of our children, Robert and  
Christopher, our grandchildren, Nathanial and 
Ethan, and our great-grandchildren, Oaklynn and 
Hayden. 
 

Open Months:  August, October 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following students 
who have been awarded Scholarships! 

 
Staats Memorial Scholarship 

Ryleigh Golisch, Wyatt Lyon, and Angela Hinner 
 

Sholund Memorial Scholarship 
Wyatt Lyon 
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MONTHLY MISSION 
 

Summer Lunch Program 
 
Saint Stephens UCC is one of five churches in 
the community working to support hungry 
children by providing free lunches to kids and 
teens in the Merrill area. Every Tuesday during 
the summer, Saint Stephens serves tacos to 
children at the Christ United Methodist Church 
parking lot, located at 3rd and Mill Street. This 
year's Summer Lunch Program will run from 
June 8 to August 28, 2026, with serving times 
from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 
 

Day Church Item Served 
Monday Our Saviours Chicken 

Nuggets 
Tuesday St. Stephens Walking Tacos 

Wednesday Christ United Mini Corn Dogs 
Thursday Trinity Ham Sandwich 

Friday St. John Hot Dog 
      
We will be collecting monetary donations for 
Saint Stephen's Taco Tuesday. As everyone 
knows, costs have gone up, so your generosity 
is greatly appreciated in supporting this summer 
ministry. We are also in need of volunteers to 
help serve the tacos on Tuesdays. Please let the 
church office know if you are able to help!  

Please use your "Special Offering Envelope," or 
you can also contribute through our online giving 
platform on our website 
https://ststephensucc.net/donate. Additionally, 
you can text "SAINTSTEPHENS" to 73256 to 
donate via your mobile device. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

WISE TEAM 
 

Ask for Help 
 

In April, Tracy Schlegel, Executive 
Director of NAMI Northwoods, and 
her husband, Mark, shared their 
lived experiences of mental 
health with the congregation. 

Their story was inspiring and reminded me how 
the power of support, love, and friendship is 
amazing and can help us cope with and 
overcome challenges. Having awareness of 
resources available and the courage to use them 
as well as ask for support is critical too. 
 
Sometimes it can feel difficult to reach out and 
ask for help. We think we should be able to 
“manage on our own.”  Some of us may feel that 
we do not want to bother anyone. Some of us 
may have learned that asking for help is a sign of 
weakness. I disagree. It takes strength and 
courage to lean on others.  
 
Throughout the bible, God encourages us to ask 
for help. “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened to you.” Matthew 7:7–8. The next time 
you feel “stuck,” whether with how you are feeling 
or something you are doing, ask your family or 
friends for support. I bet they would be happy to 
help; I know mine are. ������ 
 
    - By Paula McIntyre 

Your 2026 Church Council Members 
 

Jody Meyer President 
Marcus Reinhardt Vice President 

Todd Frederick Treasurer 
 

Jim Bjorklund Darryl Frick 
Jerry Burrnett Stan Seeger 
Emma Golisch Candy Hinner 

Cathy Dornbrack Marge 
Roggenbuck 

Nancy Reinhardt-
Porath 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

The book of Joel stands out among the minor prophets. While it 
carries familiar themes of warning, judgment, and hope, Joel 
never tells us exactly why a prophetic word is needed or what the 
people have done wrong. There is no named king, no historical 
moment pinpointed, no clear sin to blame.  
 
Instead, Joel describes a locust plague. What begins as a natural 
disaster ripples outward into hunger, poverty, and despair. Joel’s 
message invites us to see not only this ancient tragedy but every 
place—near and far—where communities are brought low by 
disaster, violence, injustice, or exploitation.  
 

In the face of uncertainty, destruction, and grief, Joel’s insight is strikingly simple: God does not demand 
offerings the people do not have.  
 
Instead, the prophet calls them to offer themselves; he invites them into a communal reorientation 
toward compassion, solidarity, and shared commitment. 
 
Perhaps you are part of a congregation in crisis. What would it look like for you to seek God and one 
another in honest lament, trusting that God can work through your shared care?  
 
Perhaps you are part of a congregation with a wealth of resources. How might you be called into 
solidarity, recognizing that suffering is rarely felt equally and that God’s people are to notice, respond, 
and stand with those most affected? 
 
Joel reminds us that God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and rich in steadfast love, while inviting 
us to trust that God’s mercy creates room for hope and a path to flourishing for all. 
 

 
 
 

CONSIDER YOUR GIVING AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF YOUR MONTHLY INCOME. 

 
 
 
On average, Americans give 2% of their income 
to charity. Giving even 1% more of our annual 

income would be transformative for our 
congregation and other organizations doing 

good in God’s world. Thank you for prayerfully 
considering your commitment! 
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GREEN TEAM 
 

Merrill E-Cycling Event  
 

To be good stewards of our 
beautiful Earth, we must share the 
responsibility of properly disposing 
of the products we buy and use. 
Electronics have become a 
significant part of our lives, and it's 

essential to dispose of them correctly. Clear out 
your basement, keep toxins out of landfills, and 
help preserve valuable resources! 
 
On Friday, June 5, and Saturday, June 6, the 
Good News Project will host the Merrill E-Cycling 
Event at the Merrill Fairgrounds. See the next 
page for more details.  
 
If you can't make it to this e-cycling event, the 
Good News Project offers weekly e-cycling on 
Fridays from 9 AM to 4 PM. 

CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT 

April Revenue and Expenses 
 

Revenue $29,821.81 
Expenses $32,304.72 
Net Loss: $2,482.91 

 
The congregation raised $2,015.08 for NAMI in 
April! 
 
Roof Loan Balance $49,699.14 as of April 30, 
2026.  
 
Sanctruary Updates Fund has a balance of 
$28,013.48 as of April 30, 2026 

FAIR CHURCH FUNDRAISER  

This year, we have the opportunity to deliver all 
the Pepsi soda for the Lincoln County Fair, and 
we need volunteers to assist throughout the 
week. This opportunity will raise $1,000 for the 
church.  
 
We will begin by setting up all the soda stands on 
Wednesday and will need to refill them 
throughout the week, ending with emptying the 
stands on Sunday evening. We are looking for 
four volunteers for each shift, and we will 
specifically need some strong individuals for the 
Wednesday morning and Sunday evening shifts!  

 
Here are the shifts we need volunteers for.  

 
Wednesday, August 5 – 9 AM and 3 PM 
Thursday, August 6 -  9 AM and 3 PM 

Friday, August 7 - 9 AM and 3 PM 
Saturday, August 8 - 9 AM and 3 PM 
Sunday, August 9 – 9 AM and 6 PM 

 
Please sign up on the kiosk to help with this 

fundraiser! Thank you for your support! 

JULY 19 
Kitchenette 

Park 
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The Good News Project is holding an 
upcoming Electronics Recycling Event 

and all proceeds will be donated to 
Merrill Area Public School’s “The 

Nest.” 
 

Event Details 
 

Friday, June 5 | 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
Saturday, June 6 | 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
Location: 

Merrill Festival Grounds – Sell 
Building 

Sales Street Entrance, Merrill, WI 
 

The event provides community 
members with an opportunity to 

responsibly recycle unwanted 
electronics. Please note there is a 
recycling fee of $0.49 per pound. 

Proceeds from the event will support 
Merrill Area Public School’s The Nest 

and the Good News Project. 
 

Volunteers are also needed so if you 
are interested and available to help 
please contact Rouleen at the Good 

News Project at 715-843-5985 ext 5 or 
rouleen@goodnewswi.com 

 
For additional information: 

www.goodnewswi.com 
715-843-5985 

 
Thank you for supporting our students 

and community initiatives! 
 

http://www.goodnewswi.com/
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MERRILL JUNE EVENTS 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

June BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special birthdays! 
Send your church friends birthday wishes, whether in person, 
via email, or by sending one of those wonderful cards you can 

hold in your hands by mail! 
 
 
 

Jun 1 Tim Finnegan 
Jun 1  Karen McDonald 
Jun 1 Bryce Nowell 
Jun 1 Kyle Golisch 
Jun 1 Mike Southcombe 
Jun 2 Dennis Ruge 
Jun 2  Virgil Baumgart 
Jun 2 Dutton Lewandowski 
Jun 3 Angel Sholund 
Jun 3 Benjamin Zastrow 
Jun 3 Marilyn Baumgart 
Jun 4 Bill Weber 
Jun 5 Phil Knospe 
Jun 6 Judy Grefe 
Jun 6  Sharon Woller 
Jun 7   Sara Hoffman 
Jun 7  Braxton Reinhardt 
Jun 8  Lisa Jean Eisner 
Jun 9  Edgar Oestreich 

 Jun 9  Renea Frederick 
Jun 12  June Beltz 
Jun 12  Stan Seeger 

Jun 13   Cindy Hanig 
Jun 13  Nathan Parks 
Jun 14  Julie Wendorf 
Jun 17   Tom Maluegge 
Jun 17   Ricky Neumann 
Jun 18   Jerry Burnett 
Jun 18 Jill Kraft 
Jun 19 Butch Diels 
Jun 19 Dana Stevenson 
Jun 19 Nora Golisch 
Jun 19 Laura Bertagnoli 
Jun 20 Terry Berndt 
Jun 20 Michael Heuser 
Jun 20  Mary Ann Olson 
Jun 20  Max Peterson 
Jun 20  Patsy Pick 
Jun 20  Michael Houle 
Jun 21  Joe Boehm 
Jun 22  Gloria Lupton 
Jun 23  Cathy Dornbrack 
Jun 24  Jameson Golisch 
Jun 25  Neal Christensen 

Jun 25  Mark Woller 
Jun 25  Steven Detert 
Jun 25  Jacqueline Gremler 
Jun 25  Mary R. Peters 
Jun 26  Darlene Hanig 
Jun 26  Bob Odegard 
Jun 26  Betty Ollhoff 
Jun 26 Charlotte Tyskiewicz 
Jun 27 Brady Haynes 
Jun 27 Molly Seidler 
Jun 28 Addisyn Krause 
Jun 29 Kevin Golisch 
Jun 29 Scott Wallace 
Jun 29 Allie Kohnhorst 
Jun 29 Terry Peterson 
Jun 30 Terry Haufe 
Jun 30 Shirley Ziemke 
 

 
 

 
Saint Stephens UCC 

715-536-7322  903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452     ststephensucc.net 
 

 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Administrative Director terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
 Kari Weiland Christian Ed Director kari@ststephensucc.net 
 

 Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of ChurchArt, Clip Art, Pixabay, and Unsplash.  www.pixabay.com  
www.unsplash.com  www.clipart-library.com    www.churchart.com

mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kari@ststephensucc.net
http://www.churchart.com/
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GIFTS & memORIaLS 
Received through May 17 

     Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
Radio Ministry 
 $15.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Harvey & Karen Lambrecht 
 $25.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Maxine & Jay Tlusty 
 $50.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Sandra Oestreich 
 $20.00 in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Karolyn & Darwin Haufe 
 $20.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Vickie Kamke and Jeffrey Rieckenberg 
 $20.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Carol Krause 
 $20.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Jeff & Debra Rieckenerg 
 $20.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Marion Kysely 
 $190.00  in honor of Owen’s Confirmation from Grandma Nancy and Grandpa Jeff Porath.  
 $190.00  in memory of parents, Gerald & Harriet Henrich, from Holly Henrich 
 $190.00  in memory of Barb Golisch from her family 
 
Livestream 
 $200.00  in honor of Rose’s 18th birthday; in memory of our parents and our grandparents who  
   have passed; in honor of the veterans who’ve served our country; in honor of Mental  
   Health  Awareness “Reach out, speak up, get help”, from Corey and Cathy Dornbrack 
 
 $200.00  in memory of Dan Catlin for our September 3 anniversary; in honor of grandchildren  
   and great granddaughter for a good school year; in honor of great granddaughter and  
   grandchildren for their various birthdays; in memory of Dan Catlin for his September 29 
   birthday from Diana Catlin. 
New Roof Fund 
 $50.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Randy & Diane Perry 
 $20.00 in memory of Charles Reinhardt from George Henrich 
 $20.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from George Henrich 
 $20.00 in memory of Mike Kunkel from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $55.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Kristine Smith 
 
Memorial 
 $10.00  in memory of Ron Vachavake from Carol Plautz 
 $10.00 in memory of Carol Weber from Carol Plautz 
 $500.00 in memory of JoAnn Sauer from family 
 $30.00  in memory of Ronald Vachavake from Laurie Olson 
 $25.00 in memory of Carol Weber from Scott & Kelly Wallace 
 $200.00  in memory of Carol Weber from the Paul and Elaine Greene Family Fund within the  
      Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region.  
 $20.00 in memory of my mother, Bernice Radke, on her birthday from Linda Hass 
 $25.00  in memory of Charlie Reinhardt from Kevin & Jodi Golisch 
 $75.00  in memory of our mom, Joan Johnson for Mother’s Day from Jonathon Johnson, Todd  
     Johnson, and Heather Kassens 
 $50.00  in memory of Ron Vachavake from Dave & Katie Morrison 
 $30.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $20.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from the Ushers Club 
 $100.00 in memory of our Uncle Charlie Reinhardt from Paula Zeilon 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Scott Kasten and Cheryl Kanitz 
 $10.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Carol Plautz 
 $50.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Roger & Julie Wendorf 
 $20.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Sue & Mike Kunkel 
 $25.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Marion Kysely 
 $10.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Lorene Hass 
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 $20.00 in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Robert and Sheryle Haig 
 $25.00  in memory of Charles Reindardt from Gene & Charlene Woller 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Kevin & Terry Krueger 
 $20.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Dave & Sue Pyan and family 
 $100.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Bob & Jolene Plautz 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Jerry Krause 
 $50.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Beatrice Lebal 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $30.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Patsy & Dan Pick 
 $10.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $10.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $10.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Deb Stadler Gapko and Darrell Hanke 
 $20.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Joe & Marlene Thomaschefsky 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Mary Walsh and Jacob Walsh 
 $25.00  in memory of Charlie Reinhardt from Mary Walsh and Jacob Walsh 
 $250.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Merrill Social and Sick 
 $50.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from the Mary Geiss Memorial Committee 
 $25.00  in memory of Ron Vachavake from Walter Prey 
 $100.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Stacey Smrecek 
 $62.00 in memory of Michael Kunkel from Cher Thomas 
 
Endowment Fund 
 $20.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from David & Cheryl Buck 
 
Sanctuary Updates 
 $15.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Carol Holz 
 $25.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Carl & Kathy Hass 
 $50.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Darrell & Melissa Dengel 
 $25.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Janet Schaefer 
 $50.00  in memory of JoAnn Sauer from Darrell & Stephanie Oestreich 
 $20.00  in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Kevin & Terry Krueger 
 $50.00 in memory of Charles Reinhardt from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $25.00  in memory of Uncle Charlie from his nieces Nancy, Jill, and Cheri Reinhardt and family 
 $20.00  in memory of Charlie Reinhardt from Ray Woller 
 $25.00  in memory of Charlie Reinhardt from Deb & Stan Seeger 
 $50.00  in loving memory of my mom, Melita Hall, for Mothers Day from Mike & Sue Hoffman 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Ray & Ellie Schwartz 
 $100.00  in memory of Norm Ziemke for Fathers Day from Alice, Mike, Becky, and Vern 
 $100.00  in memory of Norm Ziemke for his June birthday from Alice Ziemke 
 $20.00  in memory of Ed Zimmerman and Albert Ziemke for Fathers Day from Alice Ziemke 
 $20.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Randy & Vivian Schlueter 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Bryan & Linda Plautz 
 $15.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Kathy Case 
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Debra & Stan Seeger 
 $20.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Ray Woller 
 $60.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
  
Food For Kids 
 $100.00  in loving memory of our son, Andy Hoffman, for his May 14 birthday from Mike &        
      Sue Hoffman 
 $20.00 in memory of Mike Kunkel from Eunice Berndt 
 $20.00  in memory of Mike Kunkel from John & Gloria Schenzel 
 $20.00 in memory Barb Golisch from her family 
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