
THE INTERPRETER 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 & Fri 8-4 
Ministers: The Congregation 
Minister to the Ministers: 
Rev. Michael Southcombe, Senior 
Pastor 

 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 

   February 22 
 
10 AM in the Sanctuary 

    Imposition of ashes 
 

 5 PM in Fellowship Hall 
 Soup and bread dinner 

 

  6 PM in the Sanctuary 
Imposition of ashes. 

Choir  
 

Every Wednesday in Lent 
Through March 29 

“Apostles’ Creed for Today” 
10 am Service 

Soup and Bread supper at 5 pm 
         6 pm Service 
 

 

Saint Stephens UCC 
903 E. 2nd St. 

Merrill, WI. 54452 
 

715-536-7322 
 

Emergency 
Pastoral Care Needs 

715-575-3191 
 

Lent p. 1 
From the Pastor p. 2 
Upcoming Events p. 3 
Green Team Tip p. 3 
Radio Ministry  p. 3 
Lectionary Readings p. 3 
Financials       p. 4 
Building Projects p. 5 
Messy Church p. 5 
February Mission p. 6 
Stewardship Moment p. 6 
Youth Group News p. 7 
Cartoon/Activity p. 7 
Save the Dates p. 8 
Birthdays p. 9 
Memorials p. 10 
Mental Illness Support p. 11 
 

  No matter who you are . . . 
. . . or where you are on life’s 

journey, YOU are welcome here. 

All Committee’s Planning Meeting 
February 19 after worship. 

 
We ask that all committee chairs and any other committee 

members wanting to participate come plan the 2023 church 
calendar after worship on February 19. 
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   “You don’t know me, but I am a member of the church,” said the young 
man on the phone.   
 He was right.  I had been pastor there 10 years by that time and 
had never met him.  His mother died when he was in college 13 years 
ago.  Her funeral was the last time he had been to that church.  His father 
remarried and moved to another state. So I did know of him. 

 When people begin their phone call with those words, however, they are usually searching for 
something.  And this man was in love, his girlfriend was pregnant, they wanted to get married, and 
they would want the baby baptized later.  Oh yes, she had a 7-year-old son from her first marriage. 
 When we finally got together, I learned his girlfriend had grown up in a church where divorce was 
not allowed.  They were both searching for a church.  She did not want her son to go to Sunday 
School and hear that she was an adulteress for getting divorced and remarried.  Oh, they wouldn’t 
say that directly, but he was a clever child and could connect the dots.  Besides, her parents thought 
that and so did her ex-husband. 
 He was the one who had cheated throughout their marriage, however.  She begged him to go for 
counseling.  Only after she moved out one day did he then say he would go for counseling.  He 
demanded it, in fact.  One more manipulation, using the church as his accomplice in the continued 
abuse and debasement of his wife.  
 The tears flowed in my office as she talked about her sense of failure, the new strength she found 
when she went to counseling, and the feelings of utter abandonment by her church and her family.  
And the new life she felt when she had met this young man, what a blessing their love has been.   
 Could I bless them, they asked.   
 “Certainly,” I said. “But are you sure you don’t want to find a church closer to where you live?” I 
asked. “You live 30 miles from here, I know there are churches closer to you where you can get 
married.” 
 “But I am a member here,” he said.  “This is home.” 
 For those of us who get mired in discussions about membership around constitutions, bylaws, 
contributions, and attendance—and covenant—we lose sight that, for so many, membership is simply 
about a feeling of belonging. 
 This young man needed to be able to say to his tearful fiancé, “No.  You are not a failure.  I know a 
place where you will be welcomed—where we can both call home.  A place where we will find a 
blessing and where our past will be a source of strength and insight, not a scarlet letter of shame.” 
 We all need a place to call home, where we know we can abide in Jesus and where Jesus abides 
in others who will surround us with compassion and love. 
 Experiences like this make me wonder, sometimes, if we should give up the term “member.”  
Maybe we should talk about being a son or daughter or child of the church.  “You don’t know me, but I 
am a child of the church.” 
 And we could speak of “people in covenant relationship” instead of membership for those who 
generously, and regularly support the church with their time, talents, and treasure. 
 How would nurturing a sense of being a child of the church differ from preparing our children to be 
members?  I am not sure, but I think it would be different.  You can be a member of a club, a fraternity 
or sorority, or a bowling league.  Members learn rules and bylaws, and children grow toward maturity 
and feel nurtured in relationships. 
 Being a member of a club does not offer the depth of relationship that becoming a part of a church 
family offers: a place where we can talk about difficult subjects, learn together, share our grief, 
celebrate our joys and pray for each other.   
 How wonderful to be able to say, “You are a child of the church.  Hurting, troubled, divorced, 
pregnant, repentant, hopeful, straight, gay, marrying, grieving, or searching, welcome home.”   
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February 5 – Annual Budget Meeting 10 am 
February 8 – Combined Youth Group 6 – 7:30 pm 
February 12 – Superbowl Soup & Sandwich Sale 
February 19 – All Committees Meeting 10 am 
February 22 – Ash Wednesday Service 10 am 
February 22 – Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 5 pm 
February 22 – Ash Wednesday Service 6 pm 
February 22 – Confirmation Class at 6 pm 
 
Choir meets every Wednesday at 6:30 PM.  
Chime Choir meets every Thursday at 6 PM. 

February Green Team Tip 

Approximately 145 million cards are exchanged 
on Valentine’s Day (that’s not 
even including what the children 
exchange in classrooms across 
the country). Consider sending 
e-cards instead of buying paper 
cards for your significant other, 

and for other loved ones and friends. Or think 
about making your own cards from materials 
you may have on hand! This is a great time to 
upcycle old magazines and calendars. It seems 
like a small effort, but it is one more way you can 
exercise being a good steward of our 
environment. 

February Radio Broadcasts 
February 5:  In memory of Warren Lazig Sr. 
from his wife Lois and his children, Warren Jr. 
and Douglas Latzig, and Debra Borelli. 
 
February 12:  
 
February 19:  
 
February 26:  
 
Open Radio Ministry Sponsorships: 

February 12, 19, 26 

Lenten Soup Suppers 
 

Nancy Porath will be making 
the soup and bread again this 
year for our Lenten Soup 
Suppers. We are looking for 
church members to help serve, 
package up leftovers, and 
clean up. If you are interested 
in helping, please contact Kim 
or Terra in the church office. 

February Lectionary Readings 
 
February 5, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isa 58:1-9a   Ps 112:1-9,  
1 Cor 2:1-12   Matt 5:13-20 
 

February 12, Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Deut 30:15-20  Ps 119:1-8 
1 Cor 3:1-9   Matt 5:21-37 
 

February 19, Transfiguration Sunday 
Ex 24:12-8   Ps 2 or Ps 99 
2 Peter 1:16-21  Matt 17:1-9 
 

February 26, First Sunday in Lent 
Gen 2:15-17; 3:1-7  Ps 32 
Rom 5:12-19   Matt 4:1-11 
 
+ These are the lectionary readings for Sundays in 
February.  Not all readings will be used every 
Sunday.  These are provided for your personal study 
and devotion. 
 

Your 2023 Church Council Members 
 

Chris Stevenson  President 
Paula McIntyre  Vice President 
Leanne Schnabl  Secretary 
Corey Dornbrack  Treasurer 
 
Cheryl Buck   Jennifer Porath 
James Bjorklund  Bill Wengeler 
Jerry Burnett   Sally Woller 
Jeff Kraft   Jody Meyer 
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January – December 2022 
 

 

 
OCWM Goal 

Quarter Amount 
QRT 1 $1,390.00 
QRT 2 $1,600.00 
QRT 3 $1,715.00 
QRT 4 $1,755.00 
Total $6,460.00 
Goal $6,500.00 
Need $40.00 
Achieved % 99% 
Target % 100% 

Financial Comparison to Prior Years  
 Income 2019 2020 2021 2022  

Offerings $320,776 $290,091 $292,770 $325,027  
Scrip $6,000 $8,000 $4,000 $6,500  
Memorials $6,914 $13,346 $8,528 $7,155  
Other 
PPP Loan 

$16,643 
- 

$6,195 
- 

$7,729 
$42,100 

$8,707 
$42,100 

 

Expenses $348,635 $318,548 $339,981 $355,910  
Net Profit (Loss) $3,698 ($2,881) $15,146 $33,579  

2022 Mission Report 
Jan Food For Kids $1,435.00 
Feb MAC Home $1,175.00 

Mar 
One Great Hour of 

Sharing $3,210.00 
  Ukraine $3,685.00 

  
Hurricane/Emergency 

USA $810.00 
Apr Haven $985.00 
May Reboot $795.00 
  Tyler’s Playground $740.00 

Jun Strengthen the Church  $1,190.00 

Jul 
Lincoln County Humane 

Society $950.00 
Aug Blue Jay Nest $970.00 
Sep St. Vinnies $845.00 

Oct Neighbors in Need $910.00 
Nov Christmas Spirt $1,200.00 
Dec Christmas Fund $2,800.00 

Mission Totals $21,700.00 

The church sent in the remaining $40 to fulfill our 
OCWM commitment. Thank you to all who donated!! 

Thank you to our amazing 
congregation for your incredible 

support of our local community and to 
the wider church!!! 
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 Repatched & painted the old stairwell 
 Finished painting parsonage windows 
 Installed new tile in custodian room 
 Removed the old oven & helped install the 

new convection oven 
 Removed sign on side of the building 
 Cleaned out grease traps 
 Buffed choir room floor 
 Waxed Food For Kid’s room 
 Replaced broken glass in the door  
 Patched plaster above Sanctuary door 
 Cleaned all of the church heating registers 
 Removed pews and set up the Prayground 
 Inspected fire extinguishers and AEDs 
 Changed filters on the furnace & air 

handlers 
 Greased air handlers 
 Hardwired bell tower lights 
 Worked with the ODC project 
 Patch and filled the coal chute 
 Sealed the Parsonage driveway 
 Discarded the donated sign 
 Removed the bathroom fixtures from the 

sound room 
 Installed the sound system line to the 

balcony 
 Installed lights to Old Altar/Baptismal Area 
 Stained Glass Window project was 

completed in late October 
 Metal storage door was replaced in 

December 
 Took over the snow removal for the church 

and parsonage sidewalks 

February 12 
4 PM – 6 PM 

 
Biblical Text: Luke 14:1-23 
 
Theme: Everyone is welcome at the party! 
 
Activity Stations: 
1.  Smiley face balloons 
2.  Get ready to party! 
3.  prayer beads 
4.  Great dress-up race! 
5.  Smiley fruit faces 
6.  Sensory Play 
 
Dinner Menu - Party Food! 

 
 

The Usher’s Club would like to extend a big 
THANK YOU to everyone who assisted us with 
the decorating and undecorating of the Church 
for the Christmas Season.  Many hands make 
light work, and your help was very much 
appreciated.  We hope that you are able to help 
us again next year, and would certainly love to 
see any new faces.  An hour or 2 of your time 
would help greatly.  Come and meet some of the 
great people at our church!  God’s blessings for 
the New Year! 
  

January – December 2022 
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February Mission: 
 MAC HOME 

 
MAC Home’s vision is 
to provide safe housing 
and basic needs to 
families and individuals 
who are experiencing 
homelessness, within 

an atmosphere of encouragement, respect, 
dignity, and hope; while nurturing and promoting 
self-sufficiency and independent living. The 
Merrill Community Homeless Center Inc. will 
actively promote public awareness of 
homelessness by partnering with local resource 
agencies and educating the community. 
 
We will be accepting monetary donations and 
requested supplies for MAC Home. See the list 
below. We will have a box in the lobby to collect 
the supply donations. For monetary donations 
please use your monthly mission envelope, give 
online under “MAC Home”, or put “monthly 
mission” on one of our general giving envelopes 
in the pews.   
 
Immediate Needs: HP 902 printer ink (black 
and colored), 18-gallon totes with lids, 
antibacterial wipes, disposable rubber gloves 
(large/extra-large).  
 
Ongoing Needs: 
 

• Dishwasher soap 
• Laundry soap 
• Hand dish soap 
• New Sweatshirts - all sizes 
• New Sweatpants - all sizes 
• Stamps 
• Toilet bowl cleaner 
• Toilet paper 
• Paper towels 
• Pillow protectors 
• Lysol 
• Window Cleaner 
• Hair Shampoo (large bottles)  
• Hair Conditioner (large bottles) 

 
 
Our stewardship 
theme for this 140th 
anniversary year is 
“Because of YOU 
our church changes 
lives.” Our youth will 
be conducting video 
interviews of people 

to collect stories of how St. Stephens UCC has 
changed, enhanced, shaped and given 
meaning to lives over the years.   
 
For some, St. Stephens has simply been the 
church in which they grew up, celebrated family 
and personal milestones, and which has simply 
been there for them throughout their lives.  For 
others, it has been the church closest to the 
church in which they grew up and has become 
a new home to them as Merrill became a new 
home.  And for still others, St. Stephens has 
been a welcoming place after another church 
has spiritually damaged them in some way. 
 
The Confirmation class will be reaching out and 
looking for people to interview for this 
Stewardship Snapshot over the next few 
months.   
 
If you have a story you wish to share, however, 
do not wait for them to contact you.  Talk to 
Pastor Mike and we will set up a time for a 
Confirmand to interview you. 
 
We will be using short 
excerpts from the 
interviews in our 
announcements prior to 
worship so that we can 
share the ways St. 
Stephens has changed 
and is changing lives 
today. 
 
Your generosity makes the life changing work 
we do together possible.  Thank you for your 
contributions, your volunteering, and your 
service at St. Stephens.   
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**Proceeds benefit the Youth Group Summer 
Trip to General Synod 

*********************************************** 
Last Sunday of the month 

February thru May:  
Youth Group Bake Sale 

**Proceeds benefit the Youth Group Summer 
Trip to General Synod 
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Are you feeling called to a particular ministry within 
Saint Stephens? There are many opportunities 
available, check them out below. 
 
Is God calling you to serve in one of our 
busiest community outreach ministries? 
Medical Ministry is looking for help cleaning 
equipment! If you are interested in helping with 
this amazing ministry, please contact the church 
office. 
 
Is God calling you to visit with our nursing 
home residents and homebound members? If 
this is something you would be interested in, 
please call the church office or speak with Pastor 
Mike. 

 
Rev. Dale Kuck Sermons 

 
Bill and Carol Weber had accumulated a stack 
of Rev. Dale Kuck’s sermons during his time as 
Senior Pastor at St. Stephens. They did not 
want to send them to paper recycling without 
first offering them to interested members. If you 
are interested in reading any of these sermons 
Terra or Kim can make a copy of his sermons 
for $4 each. The funds collected from these 
sermons will be going to the Schmidt 
Scholarship fund!  
 

Saint Stephens UCC 
715-536-7322  903 E. 2nd St., Merrill, Wisconsin 54452     ststephensucc.net 

 
 Rev. Mike Southcombe Senior Minister mike@ststephensucc.net 
 Terra Holdridge Administrative Director terra@ststephensucc.net  
 Kimberly McCaskill Administrative Assistant kimberly@ststephensucc.net  
 Kari Weiland Christian Ed Director kari@ststephensucc.net 
 Abrielle Tiffany Music Director abrielle@ststephensucc.net 

 Some stock photographs in this issue are courtesy of ChurchArt, Clip Art, Pixabay, and Unsplash.  www.pixabay.com  
www.unsplash.com  www.clipart-library.com    www.churchart.com

Save the Date!!! 
Volunteer Appreciation 

Breakfast 
 

We welcome all of our wonderful volunteers 
to join us at the Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast on Sunday, March 19 at 10:00 
AM. The only way to become a smarter, 
better, happier, livelier, and wiser 
congregation, is to nurture a spirit of helping 
others – just like you have. 
 

mailto:mike@ststephensucc.net
mailto:terra@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kimberly@ststephensucc.net
mailto:kari@ststephensucc.net
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO YOU! 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

We want to acknowledge and celebrate your special birthdays! 
Send your church friends birthday wishes, whether in person, via 
email, or by sending one of those wonderful cards you can hold in 
your hands by mail! 

 
 

Feb 1 Luann Grefe 
Feb 1 Ryder Depies 
Feb 2 Collin Grefe 
Feb 2 Tammy Amelse 
Feb 3 Bryan Kasten 
Feb 3 Kathy Anderson 
Feb 3 Donna Frick 
Feb 4 Philip Krause 
Feb 4 Pearl Sabatke 
Feb 5 Dezariah McDaniel 
Feb 6 Jeff Mahn 
Feb 6 Debbie Mathis 
Feb 6 Steven Osness 
Feb 8 David Buck 
Feb 8 George Dintelman 
Feb 10 Liz Krueger 
Feb 10 Andrew Plamann 
Feb 10 Sally Woller 
Feb 10 Alex Brandenburg 
Feb 11 Jacob Walsh 
Feb 11 Dana Klug 

Feb 12 Debbie Seeger 
Feb 13 Sandra Mootz 
Feb 13 Ellie Schwartz 
Feb 16 Tammi Rodemeier 
Feb 18 Stacy Smith 
Feb 18 Elmira Krause 
Feb 19 Bobbie Bonnell 
Feb 19 Scott Gipple 
Feb 19 Pat Schulz 
Feb 19 Alexis Elsholtz 
Feb 20 Joanne Krause 
Feb 20 Todd Schmeltzer 
Feb 20 David Veith 
Feb 21 Allen Sholund 
Feb 21 Gary Sholund 
Feb 21 Heather Plautz 
Feb 21 Leah Hanson 
Feb 22 Tanner Depies 
Feb 22 Milo Gremler 
Feb 23 Carl Dornbrack 
Feb 23 Darryl Frick 

Feb 23 Ryleigh Golisch 
Feb 23 Janet Schaefer 
Feb 23 Diana Catlin 
Feb 24 Jeff Eisner 
Feb 24 Carl Hass 
Feb 26 Kim Voigt 
Feb 26 Brooklyn Oestreich 
Feb 26 Wyatt Lyon 
Feb 27 Timothy Moser 
Feb 27 Renee Williams 
Feb 27 Raymond Woller 
Feb 27 Greg Davenport 
Feb 28 Jacob Lawrie 
Feb 29 John Heckendorf 
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Special Gifts for February Interpreter: 
Received through January 15 

     Dedicated to the glory of God and… 
 
Radio Ministry  
 $190.00 in memory of Warren Latzig Sr from his wife Lois and his children, Warren Jr. and   
     Douglas Latzig, and Debra Borelli from Lois Latzig 
 $190.00 in memory of Otto, Michael, and Doris Haas from Mari Nelson 
 $190.00 in celebration of Harlan Fausch’s birthday January 10th 
 $190.00 in memory of grandparents, Selma & George Henrich, from Holly and Lynn Henrich 
 $190.00 in memory of parents, Bill & Dorothy Hommerding, from Sue & Joel Wendt 
 
Christmas Offering 
 $20.00  in memory of Jeff Radke’s birthday on January 4 from Linda Hass 
 
Choir and Music 
 $50.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from Dennis & Luann Grefe 
 $25.00  in memory of Joy Lyn Meyer from Joan Schiller and Susan M Grefe 
 $25.00  in memory of Jim Johnson from Nancy Dabbert 
 $25.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from Nancy Dabbert  
 
Memorials 
 $50.00 in loving memory of my parents, Melita & Roland Hall, at Christmas from  
     Mike & Sue Hoffman 
 $100.00 in memory of Arlo Berndt from Eunice Berndt 
 $100.00 in memory of Scott Berndt & Lisa Berndt Fischer from Eunice Berndt\ 
 $25.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck Sr for Christmas from wife Ruth Buck 
 $25.00 in memory of Jette E. Buck from Christmas from Ruth Buck 
 $50.00 in memory of Jim Johnson from Randy Perry & Diane 
 $25.00 in memory of Joy Meyer from Kevin & Terry Krueger 
 $50.00 in memory of my husband Bob Kultgen who past away 1 year ago February 13, from   
     Cherie Kultgen 
 $50.00  in memory of Grandpa Bob Kultgen from Simon Bruno, Willow Kultgen, and  

   Laney Kultgen 
 $20.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from Mike & Penny Hommerding 
 $25.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from Janice Schiller 
 $20.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from George Henrich 
 $20.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $1,000  in memory of Mrs. Albert Iwen from Howard Iwen 
 $1,000  in memory of Joy Meyer from David Meyer 
 
Food For Kids 
 $25.00  in memory of loved ones lost from Glen & Lori Simonis 
 $50.00  in loving memory of our son, Andy Hoffman, at Christmas from Mike & Sue Hoffman 
 $20.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 
Sanctuary Updates 
 $50.00  in memory of husband Donald Wold from Lois Wold  
 $50.00  in memory of Joy Meyer from Linda & Bryan Plautz 
 
Stained Glass Windows 
 $40.00  in memory of parents, Lylas & Bernice Berndt, at Christmas from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
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In Person Groups closer to home at Grace United Church of Christ, 535 S. 3rd Ave., Wausau: 
 
Family Support Meeting, 4th Monday, 7pm—a peer led support group for family members, caregivers of 
individuals living with a mental illness; offers education, resources, advocacy, and fellowship for those living 
with a mental health condition in the family. Not necessary to register. 
 
Peer Support Meeting: 2nd Monday, 2pm and 4th Wednesday, 5:30 at Biggby Coffee Rib Mt.—peer led group 
for anyone concerned about their own mental health.  Group is facilitated by two trained NAMI members who 
recognize the challenges and are in their own recovery. 
 
Family to Family Class—begins Tuesday, Feb. 14, 6pm at Grace UCC.  An 8-week educational course for 
families, caregivers and friends of individuals with a mental illness.  It is designed to facilitate a better 
understanding of mental illness, coping skills and empowers participants to become advocates for their family 
members.   Registration is required.  Contact naminorthwoods@gmail.com to register.  

mailto:naminorthwoods@gmail.com
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