
March 17, 2020

Dear Friends in Christ,

In place of an article or sermonette, I have decided that it is more important to provide you all with detail 
of how Saint Stephens is reacting to all that has transpired in the last week. As I said on Sunday, I have 
never pastored in a pandemic, nor have I received training or teaching about how to best go forward in 
a pandemic. With that said, I am thankful for your understanding and the grace you have given me and 
church leaders in this time.

As the response to the Coronavirus continues to evolve, I want you all to know that your Church Council 
and I are taking matters seriously in regard to how to move forward. On Monday, March 16, we met and 
discussed all matters. The Council has decided to listen to the recommendations of the CDC and state 
legislation, to support social distancing and withhold gatherings of 50 people or more, and we will be 
temporarily closing the church until we get the “all clear” from the government to resume activities. So, 
what does this mean?

It means that we will worship outside of the church building. How? For the remaining Wednesdays left in 
Lent, the bulletin and a recording of the reflection will be made available online so you can worship from 
home at the time of your choosing. For the Sundays we are closed, worship will be held, with just myself, 
Darlene Johnson (organist), Jim Bjorkland (vocalist to lead us in song), Mike Mollendorf (radio), and a 
Church Council member, so that everyone can still listen live on WJMT. We will also be live streaming the 
worship service via our Facebook page every Sunday. Remember, Sunday’s bulletin will still be available 
online, so you can follow along with me as I go through worship, whether by the radio or via live stream 
on Facebook. 

Sadly, this closure will likely happen over Holy Week. Know that I am brainstorming ideas on how 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday worships can happen from our homes. As those dates 
approach, I will make more information avaliable.

During this time of temporary closure, there will not be any home, hospital, or nursing/assisted living 
home visits during this period of time. But if you wish for a visit, I will hold a visit with you over the 
phone. You can schedule one by calling the office at 715-536-7322.

In addition, all activities beyond worship, including Sunday School, Confirmation, REBOOT, Dinner @ 
Five and Lenten meals, committee meetings, choir practice, etc., are all suspended until further notice. 
Furthermore, if you are a volunteer and give your time during the week to help with the needs of the 
church, we are suspending this, as well. If you need to stop by the church from Monday-Friday, we ask 
that you schedule an appointment with either Tina, Kim, or myself. During the week, please call 715-536-
7322 to schedule these appointments. The office will be staffed during the week. On the weekends, if your 
situation becomes dire, we ask that you call 715-575-3191. If no one answers, please leave a message and 
we will return your call within 24 hours.



It feels awkward to say this, but in times like this, it’s still important to remember the importance of giving. 
A drop off in giving can be expected in times like this, but it is still important, because we have staff and a 
pastor who will continue to do their work during this time. We will still have bills to pay and a budget to 
fund. We also recommend that you mail, not hand deliver, your giving envelope(s) to the church.

Please remember these decisions have been made for the safety of all. I read something the other day that 
I liked. It said, “In the end, it will be impossible to know if we overreacted or did too much, but it will be 
QUITE apparent if we under reacted or did too little.” Again, these decisions were made for the safety and 
health of everyone. As we now enter into a time of being the church outside of the physical church doors, I 
want to remind you all that the church is not the building; the church is the people. It’s in times like these I 
am reminded of Jesus saying, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

In closing, I offer up this prayer, and I invite you to say it during this time: 

God of light, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Heal those who are sick 
with the coronavirus. May they regain their strength and health through quality medical 
care. Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal 
peace. Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors 
from helping one another. Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability 
to a disease that knows no borders. Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers, and all medical 
professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. May they know your protection and peace. Be with the leaders of all nations. Give 
them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people they 
are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help 
prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to 
achieve it on earth. Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering 
from this illness, or only a few stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In 
place of our anxiety, give us your peace. In your name, we pray. Amen.

Peace, Love, and Good Health to you all.

Rev. Lucas Williams


