
APPLICATION GUIDE

Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings

2020 COVID Christmas Relief
for the Merrill Area Community

903 East 2nd Street | Merrill, Wisconsin | 54452
715.536.7322 | ststephensucc.net

KEEP this Application Guide. It contains 
important information about when and 
how to pick up your child(ren)’s gift(s).

Return Your Application
Drop it off at:  

Saint Stephens Church 
(come to Door #1)
903 E 2nd St, Merrill     -or-

Mail it to:

Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings
903 E 2nd St
Merrill WI  54452         -or-

Email it to:      tina@ststephensucc.net

Applications are due and must be returned by 
October 30, 2020

Applications are accepted on a first come, 
first served basis. Every effort will be made to 
keep information confidential. Due to COVID, 
applications for the Saint Stephens Christmas 
Blessings program will include a hold harmless 
agreement as it pertains to COVID and other 
communicable diseases such as colds and flu.

How Are Gifts Distributed?
Due to COVID, we will use a “drive up” 
distribution system. We will do our best to be 
streamlined and efficient, but please be advised, 
there may be a wait, so plan accordingly and 
please be patient and kind.

Families may pick up gifts purchased for their 
child through the Christmas Blessings program 
in front of Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ during these times:

• Friday December 18, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM

• Friday December 18, 3:00 PM-6:00 PM

• Saturday December 19, 10:00 AM-4:00 PM

Please plan ahead and mark your calendars! 

Because ...

“Nobody can do everything, 
but everybody can do something.”

Details of Drive Up Distribution
Vehicles will line up on the south side of 903 E 2nd 
Street, Merrill, facing East, in front of Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ, and everyone will remain 
in their vehicles. This is typically a “no parking” 
area. A volunteer will come to each vehicle when 
it reaches the “Pick up” point in front of the church 
to assist each family and arrange for the family’s 
gifts to be brought out and delivered to their vehicle 
curbside. 

Everyone, including volunteers and even those who 
come for pick up  in their vehicles, should wear a 
mask. 

Questions?
Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings is not intended 
to be an annual program. Rather, this is a direct 
response to the fact that other programs are unable 
to do their toy drives this year. If you have any 
questions, please contact Tina at 715.536.7322 or 
tina@ststephensucc.net.



Why Christmas Blessings?
2020 has become a year of COVID and 
unpredictability. As a result, many area 
programs that previously helped provide 
families facing financial hardships with 
Christmas gifts for their children are unable 
to run their programs this year. It has been 
a heartbreaking and difficult decision for the 
leadership of those programs to make. So this 
year, more than many others, Christmas gifts 
for families facing financial hardships, will 
be in very short supply.

What is Christmas Blessings?
Saint Stephens United Church of Christ 
wants to help the families and children in our 
Merrill area community who will be greatly 
affected by this situation ... at least in some 
small way.

Saint Stephens has created a program called:  
Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings - 2020 
COVID Christmas Relief for the Merrill Area 
Community. This program is intended to 
provide a small gift (toys, books, or game) for 
each child in our community who may not 
otherwise receive any gifts this Christmas, 
because their families are facing a financial 
hardship or other difficult situation ... a toy 
that will put a smile on a child’s face this 
Christmas. This program is more than just a 

Saint Stephens program, however. They are hopeful 
that many other caring individuals and businesses 
from throughout the Merrill community will step 
up to help make this program possible and that it 
will truly become a community wide effort to help 
provide small gifts for children in our Merrill Area 
Community.  

Saint Stephens Christmas Blessings hopes to provide 
each child whose family is facing hardship this 
Christmas with a small gift (value totaling $20). 
There will be no large gifts ... no bicycles or game 
systems or Barbie Dream Houses. No coats and hats 
and boots from this program. Rather, we hope to 
ensure that every child has something to open this 
Christmas morning and to let them know they are 
loved. And that even in the midst of COVID, we still 
have the hope of Christmas. 

This program will not and cannot replace the 
wonderful and often larger scale work other 
organizations have done in previous years at 
Christmas time. It will not be large or extravagant. 
It is a small, kind gesture to area families and area 
children ... because the members of Saint Stephens 
and many members of our community want families 
and children to know they are not forgotten, even 
though times are difficult. Now, perhaps more than 
ever, it is important to do something meaningful 
and significant ... to make a difference in the lives of 
others, even if it is a small difference.

Who Can Apply?
Families facing great financial hardship this 
holiday season are invited to apply to receive 
a gift for their child(ren). But the coordinators 
at Saint Stephens ask, “Please, if you can 
afford to purchase gifts for your child or if 
you know other family members will give 
your child gifts, do not apply. We really 
want this program to help those families and 
children who truly, truly need it. This is a big 
undertaking for one church to spearhead in 
our community, and we want to help ensure 
the children who need it most will receive a 
gift.” 

How To Apply:
Please complete the Application Form 
completely. Don’t forget to sign it in order to 
avoid any delays in processing your request.

Please be as specific as you can regarding 
Interests/Likes/Wants and Dislikes. For 
instance, don’t just say “Likes Sports.” Instead 
say, “Likes Milwaukee Brewers.” Don’t just 
say “Likes dolls.” Instead say, “Likes baby 
dolls” or “Likes Barbie dolls.” Don’t just say 
“Likes books.” Instead say “Likes Nancy Drew 
Mysteries.” Remember, toys/books/games 
purchased will be $20 or less, so keep that in 
mind, as well.


