
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

We are a Messy Church which simply means we know life is messy and God wants 
you to bring your whole self to church and we want our children to worship with 
us in all stages of life.  Sometimes we need to color or play with Playdough.  The 
Prayground corner allows children to keep their hands busy during worship.  There 
are church coloring books and activity sheets to color. The Prayground host will 
keep an eye on them. They will behave pretty well—if a little bit of chatter starts to 
bother you, feel free at any time during the service to get up and move to a different 
pew.  

 Also, if a hymn, scripture reading or prayer especially moves you and you want to 
express yourself with a picture or write a poem, feel free to get up and go to the 
Prayground.  The kids will make room for you.

For those who wish to keep their children in the pew near them, Busy Bags are 
still available in the lobby.  

Our Nursery is open for ages newborn to 3 years.  It is on the third floor and 
parents/guardians will have to sign children in and receive a matching armband for 
secure pick up.

Please limit cell phone and device use during the service.  The signals interfere 
with our current microphone system.  We are working to rectify that situation.

To give an offering one time to the church, to a special offering, or to set up regular 
giving, text “SAINTSTEPHENS” to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text 
STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text message 
and data rates may apply.

POINTS TO PONDER PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Kurt Vonnegut, 20th century

"For some reason, the most vocal Christians among us never mention the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5). But, often with tears in their eyes, they demand that the 
Ten Commandments be posted in public buildings. And of course, that's Moses, 
not Jesus. I haven't heard one of them demand that the Sermon on the Mount, 
the Beatitudes, be posted anywhere. 'Blessed are the merciful' in a courtroom? 
'Blessed are the peacemakers' in the Pentagon? Give me a break!"

* Invites those comfortably able to do so to stand. 

Copyright License - 11372458

Streaming License - 20775969
OneLicense.net    #A-722742
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WELCOME

CENTERING MUSIC

GREETING AND GOSPEL VERSE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the son of God sent from heaven 
above, be with you all.
And also with you.
Alleluia!  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.  
Alleluia!

*CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather remembering that we are called to be the people of God, 
servants of Christ in the world.
We gather to receive again the life that is given us, to be renewed and 
strengthened to fulfill our tasks.

We gather quite simply, because Jesus is Lord.
We celebrate that; we wrestle with that; we take our stand on that 
being true.

We have come together: 
Let us worship God!

*HYMN         “God of Grace and God of Glory” #464

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
During the passing of the peace please turn to those around you and wave, nod, or 
fist bump as you and the person you are greeting feel comfortable.

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

A TIME FOR CHILDREN  

LESSON FROM THE PROPHETS         Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord says:
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
    and let the hills hear your voice.
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
    and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
    and he will contend with Israel.
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3 “O my people, what have I done to you?
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
    Aaron, and Miriam.
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
    that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord
    and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
    with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
    and to walk humbly with your God?

RESPONSE Psalm 15
O God, who may abide in your tent? 
   Who may dwell on your holy hill? 
Those who walk blamelessly, 
   and do what is right, 
who speak the truth from their heart, and do not slander with their tongue, 
who do no evil to their friends, 
   nor take up a reproach against their neighbors; 
in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear the 
Lord; 
who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 
who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the 
innocent. 
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying:
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"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will    
be filled.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you."

RECOGNITION OF MINISTRIES IN THE CONGREGATION

RECOGNITION UPON COMPLETION OF SERVICE
…  Grant that we may continue to bear witness to Christ in lives that are 
built on faith and love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
ALL: Amen.

RECOGNITION AND INSTALLATION OF THOSE BEGINNING AND 
CONTINUING SERVICE
…People of God, I ask you:  will you support these your sisters and brothers 
in their service, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has 
given to all who are baptized?
We will and we ask God to help us.
…through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

INVITATION

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the form of a doxology

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and our God, and to your deeds we testify:

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and 
set before each one the ways of life and death.
You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.
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You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through 
prophets and apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, 
you have come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin 
and death and reconciling the world to yourself.
You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the 
church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all 
ages, tongues, and races.
You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 
to be your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel 
to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s 
baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.
You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of 
grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence 
in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end.
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.
Amen.

QUESTION OF PARTICIPATION AND COVENANT OF MEMBERSHIP

WELCOME AND RECEPTION
We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church.  We 
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and 
labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and 
be witnesses of our risen Savior.

* HYMN OF THE DAY     "Called as Partners in Christ's Service" #453

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT         Food For Kids

OFFERTORY "Seek Ye First" Choir 
(The ushers are once again passing the plates for the offertory.  For electronic 
giving, at anytime you may text “ststephens” to 73256 and follow the prompts to 
make your offering securely through Vanco®)

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS    “Take My Gifts” vs. 1 #381

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Let us pray together:
Accept these gifts, O God, as a sign that all that we have, and all that 
we are, and all that you call us to become, is yours.  Amen.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

*CLOSING HYMN         Requests

BENEDICTION  
Our worship service is over, our worshiping God through service begins 
anew as we leave here.
May the peace of God enfold you, 
The compassion of Christ stir you to action,
And the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit keep you strong,
This day and always.
Amen!
Go in peace.  Make Christ’s light shine in the world.
Thanks be to God.  

RESPONSE     “Jesus, Name Above All Names”   

 Jesus, Name Above All Names
 Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
 Emmanuel, God is with us, Blessed Redeemer, Living Word.

POSTLUDE

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Saint Stephens Choir.
Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.
Coffee Fellowship is hosted Bonnie Koelsch, Kris Smith, and Joanne 
Wengeler.
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of parents Bill & Dorothy 
Hommerding, from Joel & Sue Wendt.
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director and Sound Board: Mike & Deb Moellendorf

Save the Date:

☻  Budget Meeting Next Sunday, February 5!
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME
Is there a special place where you talk about or think about important things?  
In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus is teaching on a mountain.  In Israel’s history, 
important things—especially important God things—happen on mountains.  
Moses received the commandments and Elijah encountered God on 
mountains.  Where are the “mountains” for your family?  Ask your children if 
they like it when the pastor preaches from the pulpit or when he comes down 
to the same level as everyone else.  What about teachers?  Do they learn 
better when the teacher is standing up at a podium or when the teacher is 
working with them at a table or sitting down and reading to them?  Where 
would they stand if they had something really important to tell you?  Where 
is their place to think about or talk about important things?  What helps them 
feel safe and free to talk about those things?  

FOCUS QUESTIONS

1. What is justice? How does its absence impact the world?

2. How would you characterize a just world?

3. What does it mean to love kindness?

4. How does kindness manifest in the world?

5. What does it mean to walk humbly with God?

6. What challenges does walking humbly with God present to us?
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