
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

JANUARY 22, 2023  |  9:00 AM  |  third SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

Jesus Calling the Disciples by He Qi

He Qi was the first person to receive a Ph.D. in Religious Art in China after some religious 
restrictions were eased in 1992.  His paintings of scenes from Jesus’ life can be found in 
the art collections of churches, museums and galleries across the U.S.

More information and prints available at heqiart.com 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

We are a Messy Church which simply means we know life is messy and God wants 
you to bring your whole self to church and we want our children to worship with 
us in all stages of life.  Sometimes we need to color or play with Playdough.  The 
Prayground corner allows children to keep their hands busy during worship.  There 
are church coloring books and activity sheets to color. The Prayground host will 
keep an eye on them. They will behave pretty well—if a little bit of chatter starts to 
bother you, feel free at any time during the service to get up and move to a different 
pew.  

 Also, if a hymn, scripture reading or prayer especially moves you and you want to 
express yourself with a picture or write a poem, feel free to get up and go to the 
Prayground.  The kids will make room for you.

For those who wish to keep their children in the pew near them, Busy Bags are 
still available in the lobby.  

Our Nursery is open for ages newborn to 3 years.  It is on the third floor and 
parents/guardians will have to sign children in and receive a matching armband for 
secure pick up.

Please limit cell phone and device use during the service.  The signals interfere 
with our current microphone system.  We are working to rectify that situation.

To give an offering one time to the church, to a special offering, or to set up regular 
giving, text “SAINTSTEPHENS” to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text 
STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text message 
and data rates may apply.

POINTS TO PONDER PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

John Buchanan, 21st century:

"The world and the church are changing more rapidly than we can comprehend…
some things are the same: the world and the church desperately need our energy, 
imagination, passion, impatience, intelligence, and love…one of the great biblical 
themes is that God calls…all of us to walk into the future without knowing exactly 
where we are headed, to let go of old securities and certainties and trust the God 
who promises to be with us wherever we go."

* Invites those comfortably able to do so to stand. 

Copyright License - 11372458

Streaming License - 20775969
OneLicense.net    #A-722742
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WELCOME

CENTERING MUSIC

GREETING AND INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the son of God sent from heaven 
above, be with you all.
And also with you.
Alleluia!  In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
Amen.

*HYMN         “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” #342 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
During the passing of the peace please turn to those around you and wave, nod, or 
fist bump as you and the person you are greeting feel comfortable.

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

A TIME FOR CHILDREN  

LESSON FROM THE PROPHETS         Isaiah 9:1-4
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time 
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but 
in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
    on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied exultation;
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest,
    as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden
    and the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor,
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
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LESSON FROM THE EPISTLES      1 Corinthians  1:10-18
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 
you but that you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 

For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you 
says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or 
“I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did 
not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent 
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 4:12-23
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, 
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
  "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
     on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,
     Galilee of the Gentiles—
  the people who sat in darkness
     have seen a great light,
  and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
     light has dawned."

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near."

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they 
were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fish 
for people." Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went 
from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 
him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and 
every sickness among the people
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ORDER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION  

QUESTION OF THE PARENTS

QUESTIONS FOR THE PARENTS AND SPONSORS

QUESTIONS FOR THE BAPTISMAL CANDIDATE

CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT 
I now ask the congregation:  Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of 
all nations and to offer them the gift of grace in baptism. Do you, who 
witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care 
to Gabriella and Isabella as they live and grow in Christ?      
We promise our love, support, and care.

PRAYER OVER THE WATER

ACT OF BAPTISM

*PRESENTATION HYMN    "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” #75

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED   

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES, CANDLE & SHELL  

BENEDICTION
Go now in peace and may God’s blessing pour out upon you like an ever-
flowing stream.  Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT         Food For Kids

OFFERTORY  
(The ushers are once again passing the plates for the offertory.  For electronic 
giving, at anytime you may text “ststephens” to 73256 and follow the prompts to 
make your offering securely through Vanco®)

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS    “Take My Gifts” vs. 1 #381

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Let us pray together:
God, to you we dedicate these gifts this day. 
May this act of giving inspire other ways that we may "fish for" your 
people, seeking out those who need your nourishing spirit. 
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And we pray that you will multiply them 
and the gifts of all your faithful people 
like loaves and fishes, 
that your love may be revealed on earth as it is in heaven.
Amen.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

*CLOSING HYMN         “Will You Come and Follow Me" (The Summons) 

BENEDICTION  
May the peace of God enfold you, 
The compassion of Christ stir you to action,
And the sustaining power of the Holy Spirit keep you strong,
This day and always.
Amen!
Go in peace.  Make Christ’s light shine in the world.
Thanks be to God.  

RESPONSE     “Jesus, Name Above All Names”   

 Jesus, Name Above All Names
 Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
 Emmanuel, God is with us, Blessed Redeemer, Living Word.

POSTLUDE
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson amd Terry Krueger.
Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of our son Richard, from Ron & 
Joanne Vachavake.
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director and Sound Board: Mike & Deb Moellendorf

Save the Date:

☻  Budget Meeting February 5. Information Packets available.

☻ Our 5th Sunday Noisy Offering will take place next week, January 29, 
so bring your change!  This collection will support our youth and the camp 
scholarships through the church.

☻ Confirmation classes Wednesday night, 1/25 from 6 to 7:30 PM.

{New Member Luncheon after coffee 
fellowship today!  Come see what we're 
all about!}
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME
One of the best things we can do for our children is to have dinner together.  
Children who regularly have dinner together as a family tend to do better 
in school and have fewer behavioral problems.  That includes families with 
single parents—simply having dinner together where everyone has a chance 
to talk to one another and share what is happening builds stability in children’s 
lives.

When you can this month, try asking these questions sometime during dinner: 
“Where did you see God today?”  “Did anything happen that reminded you 
God loves you today?”  “Did you do anything today that made God happy?”

One of the gifts we can give our children is the ability to see God’s presence 
and hear God’s call in every day, ordinary aspects of their lives.  Conversations 
like these can help us adults, too.

FOCUS QUESTIONS

1.  How has following Jesus impacted your life?

2.  Have you had to give up something in order to follow him more faithfully?

3.  What is something your parents taught you that you have given up to live 
by how you understand God is calling you to live?
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This morning we welcomed Gabriella and 
Isabella into the community of Saint Stephens United 
Church of Christ through the waters of baptism.  May 
their faith in the Lord be unending.  Blessings to both!
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