
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

SEPTEMBER 25, 2022  |  9:00 AM  |  SIXTEENTH Sunday after pentecost
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Rev. Franz Rigert is the Conference Minister for the Wisconsin Conference of the 
United Church of Christ and today it is our pleasure and privilege to welcome him 
to worship with us and bring us today’s message. 

We are a Messy Church which simply means we know life is messy and God wants 
you to bring your whole self to church and we want our children to worship with 
us in all stages of life.  Sometimes we need to color or play with Playdough.  The 
Prayground corner allows children to keep their hands busy during worship.  There 
are church coloring books and activity sheets to color. The Prayground host will 
keep an eye on them. They will behave pretty well—if a little bit of chatter starts to 
bother you, feel free at any time during the service to get up and move to a different 
pew.  

 Also, if a hymn, scripture reading or prayer especially moves you and you want to 
express yourself with a picture or write a poem, feel free to get up and go to the 
Prayground.  The kids will make room for you.

For those who wish to keep their children in the pew near them, Busy Bags are still 
available in the lobby.  

We are a social media friendly congregation.  Please “check in” and tag the church 
to let friends know where you are worshipping.  When using your phone or other 
device during the service, please be respectful of those around you and silence 
them.  If you need to use your phone or if children are using phones or games, 
please use earphones or Bluetooth ear buds so the devices are not audible to 
others. 

To give an offering one time to the church, to a special offering or to set up regular 
giving, text “SAINTSTEPHENS” to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text 
STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text message 
and data rates may apply.

POINTS TO PONDER PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Soren Kierkegaard, 19th century

“Prayer does not change God, but it changes the one who prays.” 

* Invites those comfortably able to do so to stand. 

WELCOME AND PRELUDE

GREETING
Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God:
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Grace, mercy and peace be with you all.
And also with you.

Alleluia!  You know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich.
Alleluia!

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!

Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!

The LORD sets the prisoners free;
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
The LORD loves the righteous.
The LORD watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
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The LORD will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD!

*PRAISE HYMN                 “Fairest Lord Jesus” #97

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
During the passing of the peace please turn to those around you and wave, nod, or 
fist bump as you and the person you are greeting feel comfortable.

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

A TIME FOR CHILDREN      

A LESSON FROM THE PROPHETS  Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

A LESSON FROM EPISTLES             1 Timothy 6:6-19
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 

for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, 
8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those 
who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich 
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many pains.
11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for which you made the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of 
God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 
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before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep 
the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is 
he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom 
no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. 
Amen.
17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing 
up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of the life that really is life.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 

MESSAGE          Generosity: A Spiritual Practice Rev. Franz Rigert

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT       

CALL TO THE OFFERING   
(Offering baskets and plates are at the front entrance and in the aisles.  If you 
missed placing your offering while entering, please feel free to place your offering 
in the plates while exiting.  Or text “ststephens” to 73256 and follow the prompts to 
make your offering securely through Vanco®)

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS          Doxology  #46

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God loves a generous giver!  Let us pray with joy as we dedicate these 
gifts:
God, as your church we reflect your hopes for humanity.  We offer 
these gifts and ask you to guide us to shrewd and loving management 
of all we are given in order to further your work in our midst.  Amen.

*OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

*CLOSING HYMN         Saint Stephen’s Church and Requests

Saint Stephen’s Church, Saint Stephen’s Church,
Thy spirit is commending

Your work and service for the Lord,
Does make us sing in one accord.

Saint Stephen’s Church, Saint Stephen’s Church,
Thy spirit is commending.

Words: Rev. M.M. Schmidt
Music: O Tannenbaum, traditional

Both Public Domain
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Copyright License - 11372458

Streaming License - 20775969
OneLicense.net    #A-722742

*BENEDICTION 
…Go forth empowered to love and speak God’s holy truth each day.  
Amen.
Go in peace.  Remember the refugee.
Thanks be to God.  

*RESPONSE        “Til We Meet Again”

Smile the while, we bid you fond adieu,
We have had a happy time with you.

To the vision we’ll be true
Till another time unites us;

Then we’ll meet again so merrily,
For we’ll have a pleasant memory.
There’s lots of fun for you and me

When we meet again.

POSTLUDE

Music used in today’s service:           September 25, 2022

HYMN    Fairest Lord Jesus  #97
Words: Münster Gesangbuch, 1677; tr. Church Chorals and Choir Studies, 1850, alt.
Music: Schlesiche Volkslieder, 1842
Both Public Domain

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS     Doxology
Both Public Domain

CLOSING HYMN Requests from the Chalice Hymnal

RESPONSE Till We Meet Again
Public Domain
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Abrielle Tiffany.
Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Roger Nelson, from Mari Nelson.
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director and Sound Board: Mike & Deb Moellendorf
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Sharing is not a built-in skill.  Spend some time with a 3-year-old and you will 
hear the word “mine” a lot.  Sharing must be taught.  Today’s readings have 
dire warnings for people who do not learn to share.

There are books to help teach children to share but the best way is through 
modelling.  Some tips from parents:

Do not order “happy meals.”  Rather get the children’s portion but order 
yourself large fries and make a point of sharing them with your child.  Or 
order a few large servings with more children and serve them family style, 
reminding everyone to share.

When you give to the church or any organization, show the envelope to your 
children—or the screen before you hit “send”—and let them know you are 
sharing some of the money you have earned with a worthy cause and talk 
about what that ministry does that makes you want to share with it.

The more readily we talk about our sharing, the more our children will want 
to share their time, talent, and treasure with others.


