
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

SEPTEMBER 18, 2022  |  9:00 AM  |  FIFTEENTH Sunday after pentecost
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

We are a Messy Church which simply means we know life is messy and God wants 
you to bring your whole self to church and we want our children to worship with 
us in all stages of life.  Sometimes we need to color or play with Playdough.  The 
Prayground corner allows children to keep their hands busy during worship.  There 
are church coloring books and activity sheets to color. The Prayground host will 
keep an eye on them. They will behave pretty well—if a little bit of chatter starts to 
bother you, feel free at any time during the service to get up and move to a different 
pew.  

 Also, if a hymn, scripture reading or prayer especially moves you and you want to 
express yourself with a picture or write a poem, feel free to get up and go to the 
Prayground.  The kids will make room for you.

For those who wish to keep their children in the pew near them, Busy Bags are still 
available in the lobby.  

We are a social media friendly congregation.  Please “check in” and tag the church 
to let friends know where you are worshipping.  When using your phone or other 
device during the service, please be respectful of those around you and silence 
them.  If you need to use your phone or if children are using phones or games, 
please use earphones or Bluetooth ear buds so the devices are not audible to 
others. 

To give an offering one time to the church, to a special offering or to set up regular 
giving, text “SAINTSTEPHENS” to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text 
STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text message 
and data rates may apply.

POINTS TO PONDER PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Soren Kierkegaard, 19th century

“Prayer does not change God, but it changes the one who prays.” 

* Invites those comfortably able to do so to stand. 

WELCOME AND PRELUDE

GREETING
Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God:
Grace, mercy and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
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Alleluia!  Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; strive side 
by side for the faith of the gospel.
Alleluia!

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Though our hearts may be grieving, we come risking joy:
God is our balm.

Though we weep over woes of the day, we are here seeking hope:
God soothes our discomfort.

Though our lives are often difficult, we gather for strength:
God restores our souls and cares for us; 
God calms our anguish and dries our tears. 

Let us call on the Holy One, and rejoice in God, 
ever our source of solace in our daily journey, 
ever our comforter in times of trial.   Amen.

*PRAISE HYMN         “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” #606

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
During the passing of the peace please turn to those around you and wave, nod, or 
fist bump as you and the person you are greeting feel comfortable.

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

A TIME FOR CHILDREN      

A LESSON FROM EPISTLES          1 Timothy 2:1-7
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. 3 This is right and acceptable before God our Savior, 4 who 
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 

For there is one God;
    there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6     who gave himself a ransom for all

—this was attested at the right time. 7 For this I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles 
in faith and truth.
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THE GOOD NEWS  Luke 16:1-13
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering 
his property. 2 So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I 
hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management because you 
cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, 
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? 
I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided 
what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome 
me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, 
he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, 
and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill 
and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 

And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so 
that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever 
is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If, then, you have 
not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 
who will give you what is your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters, for 
a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

This is the Good News. In this truth we find eternal life. 
Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”  

MESSAGE          

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT                 Deb Seeger

CALL TO THE OFFERING   
(Offering baskets and plates are at the front entrance and in the aisles.  If you 
missed placing your offering while entering, please feel free to place your offering 
in the plates while exiting.  Or text “ststephens” to 73256 and follow the prompts to 
make your offering securely through Vanco®)

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS          Doxology  #46
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God loves a generous giver!  Let us pray with joy as we dedicate these 
gifts:
God, as your church we reflect your hopes for humanity.  We offer 
these gifts and ask you to guide us to shrewd and loving management 
of all we are given in order to further your work in our midst.  Amen.

*OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

*CLOSING HYMN    “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” #537

*BENEDICTION 
…Go forth empowered to love and speak God’s holy truth each day.  
Amen.
Go in peace.  Remember the refugee.
Thanks be to God.  

*RESPONSE        “Til We Meet Again”

Smile the while, we bid you fond adieu,
We have had a happy time with you.

To the vision we’ll be true
Till another time unites us;

Then we’ll meet again so merrily,
For we’ll have a pleasant memory.
There’s lots of fun for you and me

When we meet again.

POSTLUDE
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Children sometimes have a “magical” view of money, especially today when 
we pay for things with credit and debit cards.  They do not see the direct 
link between work and reward.  That is why chores and allowances are an 
important part of a child’s development.  Increasing children’s responsibilities 
as they get older is also a way to nurture and shape their growth.

Talk about what your children do now to help around the house.  How are 
they rewarded—or do you reward them?  Some parents teach that being a 
part of a family carries with it the need to contribute to the family’s well-being.  
Chores are a part of life, not something for which you get paid.  Regardless, 
talking about working around the house and what privileges they might earn 
as they show more responsibility is a good conversation to have.  

Connecting money to time is something children can understand when they 
get to school age.  “Mommy has to work 2 hours to afford that.”  “Daddy 
has to work a whole day for the groceries we just bought,” can help children 
understand the connection between work and material goods.  When paying 
for dance lessons, sporting equipment or some other childhood desire, ask 
your child if they are willing to work a half of a day doing household chores 
to demonstrate the same commitment to their activity that you have just 
shown in buying the equipment or paying for the lessons.

Another discussion—Orthodox Jews try to never handle money on the 
Sabbath.  The idea is that if human effort reaches for more money, then 
resting in God means the cessation of caring about worldly goods.  In 
early Christianity, those gathering to worship—which was not held on the 
Sabbath—contributed money for the needs of the poor as one way to offer 
thanks to God.
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Abrielle Tiffany.
Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Laura Plautz for her September 
12 birthday, from Bob & Jolene Plautz.
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director and Sound Board: Mike & Deb Moellendorf

TODAY!!
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