
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

AUGUST 14, 2022  |  9:00 AM  |  TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

 

We are a Messy Church which simply means we know life is messy and God wants 
you to bring your whole self to church and we want our children to worship with 
us in all stages of life.  Sometimes we need to color or play with Playdough.  The 
Prayground corner allows children to keep their hands busy during worship.  There 
are church coloring books and activity sheets to color. The Prayground host will 
keep an eye on them. They will behave pretty well—if a little bit of chatter starts to 
bother you, feel free at any time during the service to get up and move to a different 
pew.  

 Quite often, children can better absorb what is going on in church if their hands 
are occupied and their minds do not have to focus so much on “behaving.”  It takes 
a great deal of energy and concentration for a child to stay quiet and still.  The 
Prayground helps them to be in worship and still be kids.  

 Also, if a hymn, scripture reading or prayer especially moves you and you want to 
express yourself with a picture or write a poem, feel free to get up and go to the 
Prayground.  The kids will make room for you.

For those who wish to keep their children in the pew near them, Busy Bags are still 
available in the lobby.  

We are a social media friendly congregation.  Please “check in” and tag the church 
to let friends know where you are worshipping.  When using your phone or other 
device during the service, please be respectful of those around you and silence 
them.  If you need to use your phone or if children are using phones or games, 
please use earphones or Bluetooth ear buds so the devices are not audible to 
others. 

To give an offering one time to the church, to a special offering or to set up regular 
giving, text “SAINTSTEPHENS” to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This 
number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text 
STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text message 
and data rates may apply.

POINTS TO PONDER PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, 21st century

“Scripture is much more full of hope than of journalism….” 

* Invites those comfortably able to do so to stand. 
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WELCOME & GATHERING SONGS
To the tune of Auld Lang Syne

We’re here for fun right from the start,
Pray drop your dignity;

Just laugh and sing with all your heart,
And show your loyalty.

May other meetings be forgot
Let this one be the best;

Join in the songs we sing today,
 Be happy with the rest.  

Should we forget the names of those
Who worked so faithfully

To make this banquet we attend 
A time of jollity.

We thank them each and every one,
We know they’ve done their best,
And that’s the reason we are here 

So full of vim and zest.

GREETING
The joy and peace of God be with you all! 
And also with you.
Alleluia!  My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and they follow me.  
Alleluia!

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us sing to the God of Hosts
who provides for us, and whom we worship in this space.

How awesome is our God
who created from nothing all that is beautiful in this world;

who anticipates our every need; 
who loves us beyond measure.  O God, our God give heed to our 
presence.  Hear our voices lifted up to you in praise.  Amen.

*PRAISE HYMN             “God, Who Stretched the Spangled” #651

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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We’re Glad to See You Here
(to the tune Farmer in the Dell)

We’re glad to see you here,
It gives us joy and cheer.
Sure it’s true, we say to you
We’re glad to see you here.
During the passing of the peace please turn to those around you and wave, nod, or 
fist bump as you and the person you are greeting feel comfortable.

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

A TIME FOR CHILDREN      

A LESSON FROM EPISTLES             Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, 
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith 
the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By 
faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace.
32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, 
put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection. 
Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they 
were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, persecuted, tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy. 
They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the 
ground.
39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that 
they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let 
us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

*HYMN “O Jesus, I Have Promised” #612
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THE GOOD NEWS  Luke 12:49-56
49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already 
ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint 
I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on five in 
one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53 

they will be divided:
father against son
    and son against father,
mother against daughter
    and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
    and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when you 
see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it 
happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 
earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?

This is the Good News. In this truth we find eternal life. 
Thanks be to God. 

MESSAGE          

PRAYER LITANY (adapted from Responsive Reading for a Church Anniversary, 1941 
The Hymnal, Eden Publishing House for the Evangelical and Reformed Synod)

Almighty and everlasting God, we rejoice before you in the wondrous 
providence that has brought us to this day. For the manifold blessing you 
have bestowed upon us,

We praise you, O Lord.

For Jesus Christ, the cornerstone of the Church, for his life which is the 
light of the world, for his cross by which we are saved, for his resurrection 
whereby we know that life is eternal, for his words of truth and for his love 
by which the ages are redeemed,

We praise you, O Lord.

For the church which our fathers and mothers established and nurtured 
with sacrifice and devotion; for the blessed heritage they have given to us; 
for the courageous faith, for freedom and enlightenment and the vision that 
sees beyond the years,

We praise you, O Lord.
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For the blessed company of those who have gone before us in the way 
of salvation: for pastors who have served their generation with devotion 
and vision; for men and women of piety and zeal who have given to the 
Church the labors of their hearts and hands and minds; for all the sacred 
and hallowed memories enshrined in this church,

We praise you, O Lord.

For the congregation gathered here this day here in these walls and 
through the radio and internet; for the bond of fellowship which is ours in 
Christ; for the comradeship of labor and service which we enjoy in your 
Church, for the union of heart and mind which comes to us as we seek to 
do your holy will,

We praise you, O Lord.

We praise you, O God, for the endless renewal of life.  Open our eyes 
to receive new light and our ears to hear the voices that are calling us to 
make the world new by your holy love.

Hear our prayer, O God.

Grant that your Church may be delivered from traditions which have lost 
their life, from usage which has lost its spirit, from institutions which no 
longer give life and power to their generation; that the Church may ever 
shine as a light in the world and be as a city set on a hill.

Hear our prayer, O God.

O eternal God, … one God, world without end.  Amen.

Amen.

ORDER FOR COMMUNION

*INVITATION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

INSTITUTION AND CONSECRATION
…we join our voices in the song of unending praise:

SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, 
the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! 
Hosanna in the highest!
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INSTITUTION AND BLESSING

CALL TO THE TABLE

SHARING THE ELEMENTS   
(As you come forward for Communion, please partake of the bread and cup as you receive 
them. The center of the tray contains juice, the two outer rings contain wine.  There are bowls to 
either side for your used cups. If you are unable to come forward to receive, please motion to the 
steward or an usher and we will come to you.)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
With thanksgiving, let us celebrate our new life in Christ
giving thanks to God our creator and sustainer:

ALL:  Loving and gracious God,
thank you for this holy meal.
Thank you for Jesus and
his love for all of humanity.
Thank you for this day
on which we worship and serve you.  Amen.

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT           Bluejay Nest

CALL TO THE OFFERING   
(Offering baskets and plates are at the front entrance and in the aisles.  If you missed 
placing your offering while entering, please feel free to place your offering in the plates 
while exiting.  Or text “ststephens” to 73256 and follow the prompts to make your 
offering securely through Vanco®)

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS          Doxology  #46

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God loves a generous giver!  Let us pray with joy as we dedicate these gifts:

Loving and merciful God, 
we offer these gifts in gratitude 
for all the ways in which you have blessed our lives. 
With these gifts we commit ourselves to serve you 
and to work for peace in this world. 
Bless these gifts that they might be used 
in ministries of restoration and reconciliation. Amen.

*OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
•  Booth at the Lincoln County Fair
•  Food for Kids Fundraising Bash
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*CLOSING HYMN    “To St. Stephen’s Church” 
Words: Rev. M.M. Schmidt
Music: O Tannenbaum, traditional
Both Public Domain

Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy spirit is commending
Your work and service for the Lord,
Does make us sing in one accord.
Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy spirit is commending.

Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy faith is most compelling,
For thou hast built a house of God 
And for his servant and abode.
Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy faith is most compelling.

Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy love is most convincing,
Unselfishness and sacrifice
Are signs and tokens of your life.
Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy love is most convincing.

Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy hope—your sons and daughters,
Your men and women always there
With youth the Kingdom work to share.
Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
Thy hope—your sons and daughters.

Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
To thee we’ll be most loyal.
For teaching us the way of God
We’ll ever try and do our part.
Saint Stephen’s Church, St. Stephen’s Church,
To thee we’ll be most loyal.
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*BENEDICTION 
As our worship service ends, our worship through service begins anew.
The peace of God which passes all understanding,
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, and the blessing of God almighty, the Savior and the 
Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in peace.  Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God.  

*RESPONSE        “Til We Meet Again”                    #352

Smile the while, we bid you fond adieu,
We have had a happy time with you.

To the vision we’ll be true
Till another time unites us;

Then we’ll meet again so merrily,
For we’ll have a pleasant memory.
There’s lots of fun for you and me

When we meet again.

POSTLUDE
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Abrielle Tiffany.
Radio Ministry is dedicated to the glory of God and the radio outreach to 
the community, from the Van Alstine family.
Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director and Sound Board: Mike & Deb Moellendorf

EARLY SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION!  FORMS ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE!

We are excited to begin and make these lessons fresh, inspiring, and 
engaging.

All children between the ages of 4 years old through 5th grade are invited 
to participate in Children’s Sunday School. Sunday School meets in the 
hour after worship services on Sundays. There are many opportunities to 
volunteer within this ministry as well! More information will be shared soon 
but you are welcome to go to our website and sign up early!
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Any readings about family are a good opportunity to help children figure out 
how they are related to family members.  Get a sheet of paper or some poster 
board and draw a family tree.  Start sharing stories about the relatives you 
remember that your children may not have known—and other stories about 
the people they do know.  Here are some symbols to use for a family tree:

 

  

You can put pictures over the squares and circles if you like.

Ask your children about friends and church members.  Do they feel 
like family sometimes?  How would you diagram them into the tree?

If you do get pictures out, talk about who looks like who in the family.  
What skills—musical, craft, woodworking, math, compassion, patience, 
athleticism—do you see in different people in the family?  If some children 
are adopted, talk about the difference in appearances and how gardens are 
beautiful because of the variety of the flowers.  Family and faith become 
the soil that nourishes all of us and makes us part of the same garden.

List a special gift each person on the tree brings to your family.  Share the 
“Family Gifts Tree” at the next big family gathering and say a prayer giving 
thanks for each family member.  
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County Fair Fiesta!
4-H has graciously offered to share the Dairy Land Stand 
with Saint Stephens during the Lincoln County Fair, August 
17 - 21. They will be serving ice cream and we will be serving 
“Mexican Street Corn.” If you are interested in volunteering 
to serve and/or handle cash, please sign up on the church 
website, on the kiosk in the lobby, or by calling the church office.

THANK YOU! 

Rev. Mike Southcombe
Terra Holdridge

Kari Weiland
Kimberly McCaskill

Timothy Ruprecht
Abrielle Tiffany

Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Administrative Director
Christian Education Director
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

mike@ststephensucc.net
terra@ststephensucc.net
kari@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
timothy@ststephensucc.net
abrielle@ststephensucc.net

903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

Labor Day Parade 
Volunteers 
Needed!!!

If you would be interested in 
walking in the Labor Day Parade 

to represent Saint Stephens 
and promote Messy Church, 
please email Kari at kari@

ststephensucc.net.


