
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

MAY 15, 2022  |  9:00 AM  |  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Busy Bags are available in the church entryway.  Quite often, children can absorb 
what is going on in church if their hands are occupied and their minds do not have 
to focus so much on “behaving.”  It takes a great deal of energy and concentration 
for a child to stay quiet and still.  Please use the busy bags to occupy their hands so 
they are free to listen.  Nudge them when it is time for a hymn and ask them to sing 
along with you. Encourage them to come forward for the Message for All Ages and 
to participate in presenting the offering.  They may exit with their Sunday School 
teachers before the closing hymn.

Our Hearing Loop (hearing assistance device) has malfunctioned and needs 
replacement.  We are sorry for the inconvenience.  In the meantime, if you need to 
sit closer to a speaker, please do so. 

Please respect each person’s decision regarding use of a mask and, masked or 
unmasked, please continue to stay a loving 6 feet or more apart from those with 
whom you do not live or work.  

With the windows open and a greater exchange of air, we are once again able to 
safely stand and sing.

Gene Roddenberry, 20th century

“If we are to survive, we will have learned to take a delight in the essential 
differences between us and between cultures. We will learn that differences in 
ideas and attitudes are a delight, part of life’s exciting variety, not something to 
fear.”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
* Invites those comfortably able to do so to stand. 

PRELUDE 

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed.  Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father and 
Mother, and the embracing fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
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      “See, the home of God is among mortals.
        He will dwell with them as their God;
            they will be his peoples,
        and God himself will be with them;
            he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
        Death will be no more;
            mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
        for the first things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, 
“See, I am making all things new.  Write this, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”
 Then he said to me,
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 
the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

*CELEBRATION HYMN             “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #517

A LESSON FROM THE EARLY CHURCH         Acts 11:1-18
Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard 
that the gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went 
up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why 
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began 
to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners, and 
it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for 
nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second 
time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you 
must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me 
from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to 
go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six 
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told 
us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message 
by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to 
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 
16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 
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18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, 
“Then God has given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

TIME FOR ALL AGES            Psalm 148
Praise God! Praise God from the heavens;
   praise God in the heights!
Praise God, all you angels of God; 
   praise God all you host of heaven!

Praise God, sun and moon;
   praise God, all you shining stars!
Praise God, you highest heavens,
   and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of God,
   for God commanded and they were created.
God established them forever and ever;
   God fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

Praise God from the earth, 
   you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, 
   stormy wind fulfilling God’s command!
Mountains and all hills, 
   fruit trees and all cedars!
Beast of the forest and all cattle,
  crawling things and flying birds!

Rulers of the earth and all peoples,
  nobles and all leaders of the earth!
Young men and women alike,
  old and young together!

Let them praise the name of the Sovereign,
  whose name alone is exalted;
whose glory is above earth and heaven.
God has raised up a horn for the people,
  and praise for all the faithful, 
for the people of Israel who are close to God.
  Praise be to God!

*RESPONSE “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” vs. 1 and 2 #190
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*THE GOOD NEWS  John 13:31-35
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and 
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

This is the Good News. In this truth we find eternal life.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE   

*HYMN OF THE DAY        
 “They Will Know We are Christians by Our Love”    #494

LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION FOCUS Mental Health Awareness:Reboot 

CALL TO THE OFFERING

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS   
                      “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (vs. 1 and 5)                     #382

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Gracious God, you offer us abundant life.  
We offer you thanks and praise.  

You sow in us the gift of giving.  
We dedicate these first fruits to you.

Your goodness abounds, your provision is sure.  
To you we offer these gifts of gratitude; 
to you we rededicate our loves and lives.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN   “For the Beauty of the Earth”       #56

*BENEDICTION 
Go forth in the joy of the resurrection and the radical and transforming 
motherly love of God,
Go forth to serve God who raised Jesus from the dead,
Go forth with Christ’s passion for justice and ministry,
Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit to bring this good news to a world 
crying for hope and peace,
Amen.
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Psalms 146-150 close the book of Psalms with rousing praise.  Every 
one of these summarizing psalms begins and ends with “Praise the Lord” 
(Hallelujah). Psalm 148 is in the middle of this collection and expands the 
instruction to “Praise the Lord” to all of creation.

Take a walk with your children this week, look around and ask them how 
different creatures, plants or objects praise the Lord.

Your lawn praises God by providing soft—sometimes tickly—ground for 
bare feet, a home for worms and other bugs that turn grass clippings into 
mulch and food for the grass for next year.  Bushes around the house praise 
God by providing homes for rabbits, ground squirrels and birds.  The brick or 
siding on your home provides protection and insulation—conserving energy 
so we do not have to use as much fuel as we would with drafty walls and 
windows.

Birds spread seeds from one field to the next, spreading God’s diversity of 
plants in the process.  Every creature and every plant have a place in God’s 
intricate and intertwined creation.  Some plants provide food, some plants 
renourish the soil so it can continue to grow the plants we use for food.

And may God’s grace and peace go out into the world through you.
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!

*RESPONSE “Peace to You”

Peace to you and to your family.
Though many trials of faith lie in store,

Taught by God to love one another,
Go now, peace evermore.  

After repeat: (Go now, peace evermore.) 

POSTLUDE
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Abrielle Tiffany.
Altar flowers are in celebration of Vivian Kruchko’s 5th birthday, from 
Nancy Dabbert.
Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director and Sound Board: Mike & Deb Moellendorf

** Reminder:  Baccalaurete Sunday is scheduled for next Sunday,  
May 22, where we will honor our 2022 graduates!

Copyright License - 11372458

Streaming License - 20775969
OneLicense.net    #A-722742

Tonight!  

4PM - 6PM
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