
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

JANUARY 9, 2022  |  9:00 AM  |  first sunday after epiphany
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST

Busy Bags are available in the church entryway.  Quite often, children can absorb 
what is going on in church if their hands are occupied and their minds do not have 
to focus so much on “behaving.”  It takes a great deal of energy and concentration 
for a child to stay quiet and still.  Please use the busy bags to occupy their hands so 
they are free to listen.  Nudge them when it is time for a hymn and ask them to sing 
along with you. Encourage them to come forward for the Message for All Ages and 
to participate in presenting the offering.  They may exit with their Sunday School 
teachers before the closing hymn.

Our Hearing Loop (hearing assistance device) has malfunctioned and needs 
replacement.  We are sorry for the inconvenience.  In the meantime, if you need to 
sit closer to a speaker, please do so. 

Please respect each person’s decision regarding use of a mask and, masked or 
unmasked, please continue to stay a loving 6 feet or more apart from those with 
whom you do not live or work.  

We will continue to remain seated while singing but we will sing. 

Be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:2b-6, NRSV)

Henry David Thoreau, 19th century 
“Life in us is like the water in a river.” 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 

GREETING AND VERSICLE  
Arise, shine; for your light has come.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Alleluia!  A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.”  
Alleluia!

CELEBRATION HYMN “Spirit” #249

LESSON FROM THE PROPHETS  Isaiah 43:1-7 
But now thus says the Lord,
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    he who created you, O Jacob,
    he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have called you by name, you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
    and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For I am the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
    Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4 Because you are precious in my sight,
    and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
    nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not fear, for I am with you;
    I will bring your offspring from the east,
    and from the west I will gather you;
6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
    and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
    and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name,
    whom I created for my glory,
    whom I formed and made.”

A TIME FOR ALL AGES            Remembrance of Our Baptisms

Remembering Our Baptismal Promises
Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be a disciple, to follow in the 
way of Jesus Christ, to resist oppression, to show love and justice, and 
to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ, as best you are able?

RESPONSE [Silent Prayer]

And do you promise, according to the grace given to you, to grow in 
your faith and to be a faithful member of the church, celebrating Christ’s 
presence and furthering God’s mission in all the world?
[Silent prayer]

Reaffirmation of Baptism           “Take Me to the Water” #367
Response: “I am God’s beloved!”
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PRAYER OF RECOMMITMENT
By your Spirit, Almighty God, Grant us 
Love for others,
Joy in serving you,
Peace in disagreement,
Patience in suffering,
Kindness toward all people,
Goodness in evil times,
Faithfulness in temptation,
Gentleness in the face of opposition,
Self-control in all things.
Then strengthen us for ministry in your name.  Amen.

BENEDICTION

THE GOOD NEWS  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

MESSAGE

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION FOCUS     Report from the Associate Pastor Search Committee

CALL TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS               “Give Thanks”                            #528

PRAYER OF DEDICTION                “You Are Mine”
Text and Music: David Haas © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.

I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice, 
be still and know I am here. 

I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light, come and rest in me. 
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REFRAIN:
Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name.
REFRAIN

I am the Word that leads all to freedom, 
I am the peace the world cannot give. I will call your name, 
embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and live!
REFRAIN

BENEDICTION 
Remember this week whose you are.  And remember, 

 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you.”  

Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

BENEDICTION RESPONSE

Peace to you and to your fam’ly
Though many trials of faith lie in store

Taught by God to love one another
Go now, peace evermore.

POSTLUDE
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

“I have called you by name, you are mine,” says Isaiah.  This day is 
about being named and claimed as God’s own.  All people, including and 
maybe especially children, long to be known.  They interrupt us, act up 
and try to share their latest drawing, school test or new talent with us. 

To call someone by name is affirmation that they are known and 
loved. (from Sundays and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress Press).

This week try to make it a point to learn a child’s name and listen to them.  
Treat them as an individual—not as the child or grandchild of someone you 
know but as an individual with a name and gifts and talents in their own right. 

And at home, talk about how you chose their name, what their name 
means and why you brought them to church to be baptized or why 
you are waiting to have them baptized.  What does your baptism 
mean to you and what do you hope for your child’s faith in the future?  
Talk to them about these things to give them the language of faith 
and to help discussing faith feel like a normal part of everyday life.
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Copyright Liscense - 11372458

Streaming Liscense - 20775969

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson, Abrielle Tiffany, and the Saint Stephens 
Choir.
Radio Ministry is sponsored in celebration of Harlan Fausch’s birthday on 
January 10, from his grandchildren.
Liturgist: Chris Stevenson
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

**Dinner @ Five  - You’re welcome to join in fellowship for the meal Monday, 
January 10.

Menu:  
Spaghetti, breadsticks, and salad

**Messy Church tonight!  Please join us at 4:00 PM!

**Open Radio Sponsorship Dates:
February 27 is available for sponsors. If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast, please call the church office.

**Confirmation classes meet January 16



Rev. Mike Southcombe
Terra Holdridge

Kimberly McCaskill
Timothy Ruprecht

Abrielle Tiffany
Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Administrative Director
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

mike@ststephensucc.net
terra@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
timothy@ststephensucc.net
abrielle@ststephensucc.net

903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

We will continue to hold those in prayer who have recently lost a loved 
one. May they feel warmth and lovingly embraced by the Saint Stephens 
family through their sorrow and loss.  

Martin Walsh and family for the death of  his wife, Nancy Walsh.

Marie Kleinschmidt and family for the death of  her husband, Laurence 
Kleinschmidt.

Dan Woller and family for the death of  his wife, Patricia Woller.

The Kurtz family and friends for the death of  their son, Riley Kurtz.


