
No matter who you are or where you are oN life’s jourNey, 
you’re welcome here!

JANUARY 16, 2022  |  9:00 AM  |  SECOND sunday after epiphany
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Busy Bags are available in the church entryway.  Quite often, children can absorb 
what is going on in church if their hands are occupied and their minds do not have 
to focus so much on “behaving.”  It takes a great deal of energy and concentration 
for a child to stay quiet and still.  Please use the busy bags to occupy their hands so 
they are free to listen.  Nudge them when it is time for a hymn and ask them to sing 
along with you. Encourage them to come forward for the Message for All Ages and 
to participate in presenting the offering.  They may exit with their Sunday School 
teachers before the closing hymn.

Our Hearing Loop (hearing assistance device) has malfunctioned and needs 
replacement.  We are sorry for the inconvenience.  In the meantime, if you need to 
sit closer to a speaker, please do so. 

Please respect each person’s decision regarding use of a mask and, masked or 
unmasked, please continue to stay a loving 6 feet or more apart from those with 
whom you do not live or work.  

We will continue to remain seated while singing but we will sing. 

Be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:2b-6, NRSV)

Phrases from the speeches of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. have been 
woven into the prayer texts.  They are identified by italics.  Texts of King’s 
work are available in A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., edited by James M. Washington; © 1986 Coretta 
Scott King.  A brief essay on King’s understanding of the term “Beloved 
Community” is available at http://www.wilpf.org/mlksbelovedcommunity.

Richard Cizik, National Association of Evangelicals, 21st century
“When I die, God isn’t going to ask me ‘Did I create the Earth in six days or 
five days?’ but ‘What did you do with what I gave you?’”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 

GREETING AND VERSICLE  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the son of God sent from heaven 
above, be with you all.
And also with you.
Alleluia!  Jesus revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.  
Alleluia!
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CALL TO WORSHIP
Our Creating God has made us to be One Body with many members. 
United and uniting. This is our calling.

God calls us to share our diverse gifts activated by the one and same Spirit.
United and uniting. This is our redemption. 

God longs for us to be united in love and to manifest the Spirit in our 
different ways. 
United and uniting. This is our worship.

Let us gather in this hour to offer praise and worship 
to our Holy God, who challenges us 
and calls us to create the Beloved Community.

CELEBRATION HYMN         “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” #140

LESSON FROM THE APOSTLES  1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 
be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed 
and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus 
be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another 
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 

to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another 
the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.    

A TIME FOR ALL AGES A bit more on Baptism

RESPONSE “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” vs. 1 and 2 #190

THE GOOD NEWS  John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother 
of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you 
and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to 
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the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.” So, they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had 
become wine and did not know where it came from (though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and 
said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

MESSAGE Ohh!  A Miracle!  Now What?

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL

Appreciation of Service:               Kristine Smith 
 Bonnie Koelsch 
 Judy Heath
 Janet Schaefer

Covenant with the 2022 Council:
 Cheryl Buck, President 
 Chris Stevenson, Vice-president 
 Paula McIntyre, Secretary 
 Corey Dornbrack, Treasurer  
 Mike Moellendorf 
 Jennifer Porath 
 Sarah Rust 
 Leanne Schnabl 
 Melissa Stevenson 
 Frank Van Alstine 
 Bill Wengeler 
 Sally Woller

O God the Father… so let us pray for God’s blessing on the Church in this 
place:
Here may the faithful find salvation, and the careless be awakened.
Here may the doubting find faith and the anxious be encouraged.
Here may the tempted find help and the sorrowful comfort.
Here may the weary find rest and the strong be renewed.
Here may the aged find consolation and the young be inspired.

Now unto the One …duly installed to their respective offices and 
this congregation duly called to support them in their work.  Amen.
Amen.  Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY       “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”          #453
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PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.

MISSION FOCUS Food for Kids

CALL TO THE OFFERING

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS           “Take My Gifts” vs. 1                   #381

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
(Sunday School Teachers and students may exit now)

HYMN                                   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                   #628

BENEDICTION 
Let us go forth to celebrate and strengthen our inescapable network of 
mutuality, 
and become the radiant hope needed in the world. As we go forth in this 
mutuality, may we experience our God rejoicing over us and with us. Let us 
go forth confident that
unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word.
Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.  Remember the lonely.
Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE 
Refrain
Go make a diff-‘rence, We can make a diff-‘rence.
Go make a diff-‘rence in the world.
Go make a diff-‘rence, We can make a diff-‘rence.
Go make a diff-‘rence in the world.

We are the salt of the earth, called to let the people see
The love of God for you and me.
We are the light of the world,
Not to be hidden but be seen.
Go make a diff-‘rence in the world.
Refrain  

Words and Music: Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek, ©1997
From Sing! Prayer and Praise, #199
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TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

In today’s Gospel story the wine steward is amazed that the 
wedding hosts have saved the best wine for last—perhaps 
passed the point where people will even appreciate it.

When do we save the best for last in our lives?  Dessert comes to mind.  
What about saying “I love you” as we are leaving or at bedtime?  Why 
not say it throughout the day?  A note that says, “I’m proud of you,” in a 
lunch bag or tucked into a schoolbook could brighten a child’s day even 
when they haven’t brought home a report card or great test recently.

Sometimes children save their best behavior for grandparents or teachers 
and parents get all the impatience, tiredness, and misbehavior.  If that 
happens, ask your children if they have noticed that they save their 
good behavior for others and give you what’s left over.  Talk about how 
that might change or what help they need to be able to get past that.    

.
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Copyright Liscense - 11372458

Streaming Liscense - 20775969

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Terry Krueger.
Altar Flowers are in celebration of Sue for January 13, from Pastor Mike.
Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of my sister, Jeanette Erdmann, for 
her birthday, January 14, and in memory of my brother Gerald Schmid for 
his birthday, January 16, from Dave & Emily Schwartzman.
Liturgist: Chris Stevenson
Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack
Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

**Dinner @ Five  - You’re welcome to join in fellowship for the meal Monday, 
January 17.

Menu:  
Creamy Chicken over Rice with vegetables

**Open Radio Sponsorship Dates:
February 27 is available for sponsors. If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast, please call the church office.

**Confirmation classes meet TONIGHT!



Rev. Mike Southcombe
Terra Holdridge

Kimberly McCaskill
Timothy Ruprecht

Abrielle Tiffany
Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Administrative Director
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

mike@ststephensucc.net
terra@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
timothy@ststephensucc.net
abrielle@ststephensucc.net

903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

We will continue to hold those in prayer who have recently lost a loved 
one. May they feel warmth and lovingly embraced by the Saint Stephens 
family through their sorrow and loss.  

Martin Walsh and family for the death of  his wife, Nancy Walsh.

Marie Kleinschmidt and family for the death of  her husband, Laurence 
Kleinschmidt.

Dan Woller and family for the death of  his wife, Patricia Woller.

The Kurtz family and friends for the death of  their son, Riley Kurtz.


