
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY,
YOU’RE WELCOME HERE!

june 6, 2021  |  9:00 am  | second SUNDAY after pentecost
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Trenton Lee Stewart, 21st century
“You must remember, family is often born of blood, but it doesn’t depend 
on blood. Nor is it exclusive of friendship. Family members can be your best 
friends, you know. And best friends, whether or not they are related to you, 
can be your family.”

GREETING, COLLECT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATION HYMN SOLO          “O for a World” #683

Verse 1:

O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways.

Where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise.

Verse 2:

O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved.

Where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved.

Verse 3:

We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice

That opens us to unity and gives our vision voice.

Verse 4:

The poor are rich, the weak are strong, the foolish ones are wise.

Tell all who mourn; outcasts belong, who perishes will rise.

Verse 5:

O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace.

Where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.

Words: Miriam Therese Wiinter, 1987
Words © 1990 Medical Mission Sisters
CCLI License #11372458, Streaming License #20775969

LESSON FROM THE EARLY CHURCH  2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

ORDER FOR THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION

QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATES
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PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION

ACT OF CONFIRMATION

PRAYERS FOR THE CONFIRMED  

THE GOOD NEWS  Mark 3:20-35
20 and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 21 

When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were 
saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down 
from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons 
he casts out demons.” 23 And he called them to him, and spoke to them in 
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against 
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against itself, 
that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against 
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27 But no 
one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without 
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and 
whatever blasphemies they utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of 
an eternal sin”— 30 for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31 Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to 
him and called him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, 
“Your mother and your brothers and sisters[a] are outside, asking for you.” 
33 And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking at 
those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 
35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

MESSAGE Holding back in fear, expanding in love 

ORDER FOR THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

QUESTION OF THE PARENTS AND SPONSORS  

CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT 

…. and care to Willow as she lives and grows in Christ?      

We promise our love, support, and care.

ACT OF BAPTISM
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HYMN SOLO              “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” #75

Verse 1:

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.

Verse 2:
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well.
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.

Verse 3:
When you heard teh wonder of the word, I was there to cheer you on.

You were raised to praise the living God, to whom you now belong.
Verse 4:

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun.

Verse 5:

In the middle ages of your life not too old, no longer young,

I’ll be there to guide you through the night complete what I’ve begun.

Verse 6:

When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes.

I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise.

Verse 7:

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.

Words and Music:  John Ylvisaker, 1985

PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED   

BENEDICTION

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER

(If you would like to join in The Lord’s Prayer, please wear your mask and 
pray softly)

MISSION MOMENT      June mission focus: Summer Lunch Program 

CALL TO THE OFFERING

PRAYER TO DEDICATE THE GIFTS
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
At Saint Stephens UCC, we celebrate an “open table”, welcoming all to partake, inviting all to 
receive, believing it is Jesus who is the host, and Jesus never turned anyone away, so neither do 

we.  Please use the fellowship cup and wafer provided as you entered.

COMMUNION PRAYER

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH

PRAYER OF MEMORY

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

On the radio or livestream: 
please commune with the elements you have prepared as you are able.

Here in Saint Stephens:  The pastor will lead us in communing together but 
opening the fellowship cups may take more time for some than others.

Please commune using the fellowship cups as you are able to open them 
and partake.

CLOSING HYMN               “God, Dimiss Us with Your Blessing” #439

Verse 1:
God, dismiss us with your blessing, fill our hearts with joy and peace.

Let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness.

Verse 2:
Thanks we give and adoration for your gospel’s joyful sound.

May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful to the truth may we be found.

Words: Attr. John Fawcett, 1773, alt.
Music: The European Magazine and Review, 1792

BENEDICTION

RESPONSE                              Peace to You

Peace to you and to your family.
Though many trials of faith lie in store,

Taught by God to love one another, 
Go now, peace evermore.

After repeat: (Go now, peace evermore.)
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POSTLUDE

**Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row and please 
respect the 6 foot distance to keep one another a bit safer as you 
exit.

Today we celebrate Brooke Slagoski and her Confi rmation at 
Saint Stephens United Church of Christ!  May God bestow your 
life with happiness, devotion, blessings and love as you journey 
with Him.

We also celebrate the baptism of Willow Ann Ellis as she begins 
her Christian journey among us. On this special day and always 
may God look down on you, cherish you and keep you safely 
in his care.

We rejoice with both of you and send our blessings!
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Copyright Liscense - 11372458
Streaming Liscense - 0775969

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Paula McIntyre.

Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.

Altar Flowers are for the congregation to enjoy from Grandma’s Organic 
Farm.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Roger on our 54th wedding 
anniversary, from Mari Nelson.

Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack 

Our church family extends our deepest sympathies to our choir 
director, Jim Bjorklund, and his family with the passing of his 
father, Richard Bjorklund.  Please remember them in your prayers.



Rev. Mike Southcombe
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Kimberly McCaskill
Timothy Ruprecht

Senior Minister
Administrative Director
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager

mike@ststephensucc.net
terra@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
timothy@ststephensucc.net

Jim Bjorklund
Darlene Johnson

Music Director
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903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

Every family and every church has traditions.  After this year of Covid, 
we have an opportunity to revisit our traditions and discuss if they 
still have power in our lives.  We are doing that in the church as 
we plan special services—the outdoor Wednesday evening service, 
for example—and special events—a church picnic, anyone?

Families may be having the same sorts of conversations.  Who 
should have Thanksgiving this year?  How should we have birthday 
parties?  Do they have to be huge events or is it better to have 
smaller gatherings and have time to really visit?  Are we celebrating/
gathering and hosting/organizing because of what we want to do or 
because of outside pressure/expectations to do things a certain way?

This is a good summer to have these conversations with our children.  
Tradition has been thrown to the wind, so to speak.  We can reinvent 
birthday parties, family vacations, camping trips, day trips and 
everything we do.  Do our plans feed our spirits or do they drain us? 
Do they image God’s inclusive love or foster selfi shness and pride?  

Make a list of special times you are planning for the summer and create 
2 columns: “What I want” and “What others expect” and see how the 
2 columns match up.  You might be surprised at the opportunities 
you fi nd to feed your soul with just a few changes to old traditions.  


