
NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S JOURNEY,
YOU’RE WELCOME HERE!

MAY 23, 2021  |  9:00 & 11:00 am  | PENTECOST SUNDAY
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PENTECOST SUNDAY

N.T. Wright, 21st century
“Those in whom the Spirit comes to live are God’s new Temple. They are, 
individually and corporately, places where heaven and earth meet.”

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

GREETING AND COLLECT

CELEBRATION HYMN SOLO       “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”  
  #265

LESSON FROM THE EARLY CHURCH  Acts 2:1-21

ORGAN RESPONSE  

THE GOOD NEWS  John 15:26-27:16:4b-15
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 

You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

4 But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may 
remember that I told you about them.

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
5 But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where 
are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has fi lled 
your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, 
I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong 
about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not 
believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and 
you will see me no longer; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world 
has been condemned.

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, because he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine. 
For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
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MESSAGE Connected

HYMN SOLO                               “Spirit” #249

REFRAIN: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness, calling and free,
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep,

And over the eons you called to each thing,
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”

Refrain

You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,
And you gifted your people with a law and a land,
When they were confounded with idols and lies, 

Then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.
Refrain

You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
Then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still,

And down in the city you called once again
When you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.

Refrain

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes,
Form the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams;

Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions your people arise.

Refrain

Words and Music: James K. Manley, 1975
©1978 James K. Manley
Used by permission through CCLI License #11372458, Streaming license #20775969

PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

MISSION MOMENT        Strengthen the Church  

CALL TO THE OFFERING
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CLOSING HYMN                     “O Breath of Life” #250

Verse 1:
O Breath of Life, come sweeping through us,

revive your Church with life and power;
O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us,

and fit your Church to meet this hour.

Verse 2:
O Wind of God, come bend us, break us,

till humbly we confess our need;
then in your tenderness remake us,
revive, restore; for this we plead.

Verse 3:
O Breath of Love, come breathe within us,

renewing thought and will and heart;
come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us,

revive your Church in every part.

Words: Bessie Porter Head, 1920
Music: Clement C. Scholefield, 1874. Both Public Domain

BENEDICTION

RESPONSE                              Peace to You

Peace to you and to your family.
Though many trials of faith lie in store,

Taught by God to love one another, 
Go now, peace evermore.

After repeat: (Go now, peace evermore.)

POSTLUDE

**Please remain seated until the ushers dismiss your row and please 
respect the 6 foot distance to keep one another a bit safer as you exit.
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THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Terry Krueger.

Liturgist is Chris Stevenson.

Altar Flowers are in honor of Bailee Golisch and Cody Dobson for their 
graduations from UW Eau Claire and their engagement, from Heidi & Chris 
Stevenson.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Leo & Eleanor Fehlberg for their 
May birthdays, from Mike & Sue Kunckel and Mark & Carlene Hixson.

Radio Technical Director: Mike Moellendorf

Livestream Director: Corey Dornbrack 

Baccalaureate Next Sunday - May 30, 2021. We will honor our graduates and 
announce scholarships at our 9:00 AM worship service. We hope graduates 
will attend in their caps and gowns. We’re proud of your accomplishments!  
Please call the offi ce if there may be a college graduate we should also 
acknowledge!  Thank you.

Baptism of Jace Russell Bloch.  This afternoon, Jace, son of Brittany and 
Ryan Bloch, will be welcomed into the community of Saint Stephens United 
Church of Christ through the waters of baptism.  May his faith in the Lord be 
unending.  Blessings to Jace!                                          

**Beginning on Memorial weekend, May 30, 2021, 
Saint Stephens will be going back to the 9:00 AM 
worship service ONLY.
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Copyright Liscense - 11372458
Streaming Liscense - 0775969

TAKING THE LESSONS HOME

An old way of thinking about confi rmation was that the Holy Spirit 
comes to us in stages: a little in baptism and the rest at confi rmation.  
Note, this is not what the church taught but it was a common way of 
thinking.  

The idea of the Holy Spirit coming to God’s people in different ways 
at different times, however, is something worth thinking about in this 
week of Pentecost.  Take the list of the “Fruits of the Spirit” (which is 
different than the 9 Spiritual Gifts of the Spirit) and talk about them 
with your children.  What spiritual fruits do you see in them?  Ask them 
to name a Fruit of the Spirit they see in themselves and one they see in 
you.  Is there a spiritual fruit that is present when a group gets together 
that is not present in them individually?  

At dinner this week, have everyone list a friend and a spiritual 
fruit evident in that friend.  Seeing these gifts alive and working in 
themselves, in you and in their friends will help them to see God 
present in the world around them.  And that is always something to 
celebrate!  
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